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Maintaining peace and security is a key objective of international relations. In the preamble to the Charter of the Organization of American States, the peoples of the Americas articulated their understanding that the essential value of hemispheric collaboration is the quest for peaceful coexistence. In the inter-American system, treaties were signed with a view to the peaceful settlement of disputes and in order for states of the region to be able to collectively defend themselves from external threats. 

The initial legal instruments covering the issue of peace and security in the hemisphere were created soon after World War II. The Inter-American Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance (Rio Treaty), which was signed in Rio de Janeiro in 1947, following the Inter-American Conference on Problems of War and Peace (Mexico, 1945), was designed as a mechanism for collective security, based on the principle of inter-American solidarity. The Pact of Bogotá, adopted in 1948, specifies the various measures that could be applied by signatory states for peaceful settlement of disputes. 

Beginning in the 1990s, collective security concepts evolved into the concept of cooperative security. Drug trafficking, arms smuggling, cyber-attacks and terrorism were identified as new threats that ignore borders and call for concerted defense actions among countries, underscoring the need for cooperation. Against that backdrop, the principle of trust and transparency among states was highlighted with the adoption in 2001 of the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions (CITAAC) and with the consolidation of confidence and security-building measures (CSBMs), beginning in 2008. 


This roundtable proposes to offer critical debate on the current status of the inter-American treaties, with an analysis of the concrete contributions they have made to the hemisphere. It proposes as well to look ahead, by discussing possible improvements to its mechanisms, with a view to better positioning the inter-American system in the current context as regards the issue of peace and security.

In order to stimulate debate, the roundtable proposes the following questions about the current legal instruments for hemispheric peace and security and about their future:

· What major changes have taken place since the OAS was established, in terms of threats to peace and security in the hemisphere?

· Did the transnational nature of the new threats render the concepts of collective security and inter-American solidarity obsolete?


The roundtable does not seek to adopt any decisions or commitments, but simply, as with the previous two editions, to promote interaction between speakers and the audience.  It will have a format similar to the World Economic Forum in Davos, with four presenters and one moderator, allowing participants to engage in an objective, frank and open debate about the current political and strategic context of our region.
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