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June 27, 1997

Excellency:


I have the honor to address Your Excellency to acknowledge receipt of your note dated June 2, 1997, forwarding to me the report on military expenditures and purchases of conventional arms for l996, which will be brought to the attention of the members of the Organization of American States.  Thank you for sending it to me.


Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration.


Christopher R. Thomas


Assistant Secretary General


in charge of the General Secretariat

His Excellency

José Ayala Lasso

Minister of Foreign Affairs

Quito, Ecuador


REPUBLIC OF ECUADOR


MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS












Quito, June 2, 1997

His Excellency

Dr. César Gaviria

Secretary General

Organization of American States

Washington, D.C.

Excellency:


I am pleased to inform you that, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 1409 (XXVI-O/96) of the General Assembly of the Organization of American States, Ecuador has prepared the report on military expenditures and purchases of conventional arms for 1996.  This same report will be submitted to the United Nations General Assembly for inclusion in the United Nations Standardized

International Reporting of Military Expenditures and the United Nations Register of Conventional Arms for 1996.


Ecuador is a peace-loving country and considers it important to promote transparency as an essential factor in the application of confidence-building measures.  That is why it has presented reports on military expenditures and arms purchases for 1993, 1994, and 1995, and is now doing so for 1996.  As a result, Ecuador will be up to date in its commitments to the general assemblies of the United Nations and the Organization of American States.


I have attached a copy of the report hereto so that it may be made available to the members of the Organization of American States.


Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration.


José Ayala Lasso


Minister of Foreign Affairs


MINISTRY OF NATIONAL DEFENSE
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Quito, May 29, 1997

Subject:

Transmittal of report

FROM:

MINISTRY OF NATIONAL DEFENSE

TO:


DR. JOSE AYALA LASSO, MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

IN:


His office




Dear Sir:




Pursuant to your note of April 30, 1997, I am hereby transmitting to you, Mr. Minister, the report on Ecuador's military expenditures in 1996, prepared in accordance with the United Nations form.




This report is being sent to you, Mr. Minister, for the appropriate purposes.




Allow me to take this opportunity to reiterate to you the assurances of my consideration.




GOD, COUNTRY, LIBERTY




Ramiro E. Ricaurte Y.




Major General




MINISTER OF NATIONAL DEFENSE
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