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INTRODUCTION

The scheduled activities of the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH) include seven special events, at the request of the General Assembly.  In addition, it includes 11 meetings dealing with institutional follow-up issues and eight meetings for preparation of draft General Assembly resolutions.

At its regular meeting of July 12, 2007, the Permanent Council instructed the Committee on Hemispheric Security to consider and take action on 19 General Assembly resolutions and consider three annual reports.  The purpose of this Draft Calendar of Activities is to organize the Committee’s schedule for the period from August 2007 to May 2008 to allow its work to be concluded before the thirty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly.  

I. OFFICERS
For the term discussed herein, the CSH was installed by the Permanent Council on June 27, 2007.  On that date, pursuant to Article 28 of its Rules of Procedure, the Council elected as Chair of the CSH, Ambassador Izben C. Williams, Permanent Representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis to the Organization of American States (OAS).  

In addition, the CSH elected at its meeting of September 6, 2007, the following vice-chairs:

· Ambassador Graeme Clark, Permanent Representative of Canada to the OAS

· Mr. Otto Fernando Pérez, Alternate Representative of Guatemala to the OAS

In the meeting held on September 17, 2007, the CSH elected the third vice-chair:
· .Ambassador Gustavo Albin, Permanent Representative of Mexico to the OAS

II. MANDATES
According to Article 20 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the CSH has the following functions: 

· To study, and make recommendations to the Permanent Council on, any matters relating to hemispheric security that may be entrusted to it by the Permanent Council and, through it, by the General Assembly, in particular with a view to promoting cooperation in this area.


Pursuant to Article 30 of its Rules of Procedure, at said meeting of July 12, 2007, the Permanent Council decided that, in the framework of the functions established in Article 20 of its Rules of Procedure, the CSH would have responsibility for the following mandates, assigned in document “Assignment of Mandates Issued by the General Assembly at its Thirty-seventh Regular Session” (CP/doc.4238/07 rev.2):

1. AG/RES. 2260 (XXXVII-O/07)  Disarmament and Nonproliferation Education
2. AG/RES. 2261(XXXVII-O/07)  Support for Action against Antipersonnel Mines in Ecuador and Peru
3. AG/RES. 2268 (XXXVII-O/07)  Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions
4. AG/RES. 2269 (XXXVII-O/07)  The Americas as an Antipersonnel-Land-Mine-Free Zone
5. AG/RES. 2270 (XXXVII-O/07)  Confidence- and Security-Building in the Americas
6. AG/RES. 2272 (XXXVII-O/07) Support for the Work of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism
7. AG/RES. 2273 (XXXVII-O/07)  Inter-American Support for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty
8. AG/RES. 2274 (XXXVII-O/07)  Follow-up to the Special Conference on Security
9. AG/RES. 2297 (XXXVII-O/07)  Addressing Illicit Trafficking in Small Arms and Light Weapons:  Stockpile Management and Security
10. AG/RES. 2298 (XXXVII-O/07)  Consolidation of the Regime Established in the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco)
11. AG/RES. 2299 (XXXVII-O/07)  Promotion of Hemispheric Cooperation in Dealing with Criminal Gangs
12. AG/RES. 2300 (XXXVII-O/07)  Support for the Activities of the Inter-American Defense Board
13. AG/RES. 2314 (XXXVII-O/07)  Natural Disaster Reduction, Risk Management, and Assistance in Natural and Other Disaster Situations
14. AG/RES. 2325 (XXXVII-O/07)  Special Security Concerns of the Small Island States of the Caribbean
15. AG/RES. 2333 (XXXVII-O/07)  Support for Implementation at the Hemispheric Level of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1540 (2004)
16. AG/RES. 2334 (XXXVII-O/07)  Execution of the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime
17. AG/RES. 2341 (XXXVII-O/07)  Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials
18. AG/RES. 2343 (XXXVII-O/07) Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD)

19. AG/RES. 2348 (XXXVII-O/07)  Hemispheric Cooperation Efforts to Combat Trafficking in Persons and Second Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking In Persons
20. Observations and recommendations of the Permanent Council on the annual reports of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization [Article 91.f of the OAS Charter] 
a) Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD)

b) Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE)

c) Inter-American Defense Board (IADB)

III. Methodology 

a)
Preparation for special events
During the period 2007-2008 the Committee will hold a series of special events, which will require an effective and dynamic methodology for their preparation.  The Chair is open to all suggestions, which will facilitate timely completion of the mandates and the numerous special events entrusted to the CSH.

The Chair kindly asks the delegations to submit, from now until September 17, 2007, suggestions on the agendas of the meetings to be held in the second half of 2007.  It is proposed to consider first the agendas of the meetings to be held in the second half of 2007 and then those for the first half of 2008. The deadline for the submission on the agendas for the events to be held in 2008 has been set at November 9, 2007.

To the extent possible, those proposals should contain suggestions both with regard to topics to be addressed at each special event, i.e., topics for the panel discussions, and with regard to the guest panelists, with the understanding that the CSH is not responsible for defraying the costs that panelists incur in participating in these events.  It is essential that delegations submit to the secretariat in a timely fashion, a “draft agenda” for each event and this should include the member states’ concerns about each topic.

On the basis of their suggestions and observations, the Chair, with the assistance of the General Secretariat, will prepare a draft agenda for each of the special events.  As has been done in the previous year, delegations proposing special events will be expected to assist the Secretariat in the drafting of the agendas of said meetings. The Chair welcomes recommendations for these events from all member states. 

b)
Follow-up on institutional topics

With respect to other Committee activities, they will be included in the calendar of activities. The intention is to fulfill all the mandates entrusted to this Committee by the General Assembly.  

c)
Negotiation of draft resolutions

At the beginning of 2008 the Chair will propose a methodology with the purpose of organizing the work of the Committee and increasing the efficiency of the work carried out for the presentation and negotiation of draft resolutions to be submitted to the thirty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly. 
The Chair hopes to maintain an ongoing, lively dialogue with delegations in order to carry out the mandates assigned to the CSH in a timely manner.  It is only through teamwork that the efforts of the Committee will be a success.
I am pleased to present this Draft Calendar of Activities and will welcome the members’ suggestions on the methodologies proposed in it, as well as your support in achieving the ambitious and worthy goals set for the Committee by the Permanent Council and the General Assembly.

Izben C. Williams


Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis


Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security

	ACTIVITIES OF THE COMMITTEE ON HEMISPHERIC SECURITY

(Chaired by Ambassador Izben C. Williams, Permanent Representative of 

Saint Kitts and Nevis to the OAS)
	OTHER SECURITY-RELATED OAS ACTIVITIES



	· July 26-27, 2007 – Mexico City

· First Meeting of the OAS Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime [AG/RES. 2334 (XXXVII-O/07)]

	

	· Thursday, September 6, 2007: CSH meeting

· Election of officers

· Adoption of the calendar of activities

· Chair’s proposed procedure for the work of the Committee in the 2007-2008 term


	

	· Monday, September 17, 2007: CSH meeting

· Follow-up on institutional topics

· Report on the First Meeting of the OAS Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime, (Mexico City,  July 26-27, 2007) [AG/RES. 2334 (XXXVII-O/07)]

	

	· Friday, October 5, 2007: CSH meeting

· Follow-up on institutional topics


	

	· Thursday, October 11, 2007:  CSH Meeting

· Follow-up on institutional topics

· Progress report by the Inter-American Defense Board on its modernization process [AG/RES 2300 (XXXVII-O/07)]
· Consideration and approval of agendas for some of the special events to be held in the second half of 2007

· Special meeting devoted to analyzing the phenomenon of criminal gangs [AG/RES. 2299 (XXXVII-O/07)]

	

	
	October 15-16, 2007

· Third meeting of the OAS Group of Experts to Prepare Model Legislation in the Areas to Which the CIFTA Refers [AG/RES. 2341 (XXXVII-O/07)]

	· Tuesday, October 23, 2007: CSH meeting

· Follow-up on institutional topics

· “Natural Disaster Reduction, Risk Management, and Assistance In Natural and other Disaster Situations” [AG/RES. 2314 (XXXVII-O/07)]
· Reiterate the mandates set forth in resolution [AG/RES. 2184 (XXXVI-O/06)]
· Joint annual report (IACNDR and General Secretariat) to the Permanent Council on fulfillment of mandates of the General Assembly and Statutes of the IACNDR. Prepare recommendations on amendment of the IACNDR Statutes


	

	
	October 26, 2007 

· CICTE Preparatory Meeting – First session

	· Thursday, November 15, 2007: CSH meeting  

· Follow-up on institutional topics

MORNING

· Session on disarmament and nonproliferation education in the Hemisphere, where the member states and special guests may express their views thereon, including proposals for action by the OAS and pertinent information on measures taken by member states to promote disarmament and nonproliferation education. [AG/RES 2260 (XXXVII-O/07)]
AFTERNOON

· Report on the  Third Meeting of the OAS Group of Experts to Prepare Model Legislation in the Areas to Which the CIFTA Refers  (October 15-16, 2007)  [AG/RES. 2341 (XXXVII-O/07)]
· Consideration and approval of agendas for some of the special events to be held in the first half of 2008

· Preparations by member states for commemorating the fifth anniversary of the Declaration on Security in the Americas [AG/RES. 2274 (XXXVII-O/07)]

· Special meeting on the consolidation of the regime established in the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco) and to promote the full force and effect of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT)  [AG/RES. 2273 (XXXVII-O/07) and AG/RES. 2298 (XXXVII-O/07)]
· Meeting of states parties to the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions in 2008 to prepare for the 2009 Conference of States Parties [AG/RES. 2268 (XXXVII-O/07)]

· Third Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures [AG/RES. 2270 (XXXVII-O/07)]
· Meeting of High-Level National Authorities on Natural Disaster Reduction and Risk Management [AG/RES. 2314/07 (XXXVII-O/07)]

· Second Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons [AG/RES. 2348 (XXXVII-O/07)]


	

	
	November 27-30, 2007

· CICAD Meeting (Santa Marta, Colombia)



	
	December 3, 2007

· CICTE Preparatory Meeting – Second session

	· Friday, December 7, 2007: CSH meeting
· Consideration and approval of agendas for some of the special events to be held in the first half of 2008

· Preparations by member states for commemorating the fifth anniversary of the Declaration on Security in the Americas [AG/RES. 2274 (XXXVII-O/07)]

· Special meeting on the consolidation of the regime established in the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco) and to promote the full force and effect of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT)  [AG/RES. 2273 (XXXVII-O/07) and AG/RES. 2298 (XXXVII-O/07)]
· Meeting of states parties to the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions in 2008 to prepare for the 2009 Conference of States Parties [AG/RES. 2268 (XXXVII-O/07)]

· Third Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures [AG/RES. 2270 (XXXVII-O/07)]
· Meeting of High-Level National Authorities on Natural Disaster Reduction and Risk Management [AG/RES. 2314/07 (XXXVII-O/07)]


	


	ACTIVITIES OF THE COMMITTEE ON HEMISPHERIC SECURITY

(Chaired by Ambassador Izben C. Williams, Permanent Representative of 

Saint Kitts and Nevis to the OAS)
	OTHER SECURITY-RELATED OAS ACTIVITIES



	2008
	2008

	
	Early 2008

· Regional workshop on the implementation of resolution 1540 (2004), in order to examine reporting by the member states to the 1540 Committee and other ways in which states of the Hemisphere might contribute, from a subregional perspective, to the implementation of that resolution [AG/RES. 2333 (XXXVII-O/07)]


	· Early 2008

· Second Meeting of the OAS Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime [AG/RES. 2334 (XXXVII-O/07)]

	

	· Thursday, January 17, 2008: CSH meeting  [AG/RES. 2299 (XXXVII-O/07)]
· To request the Permanent Council to hold, under the coordination of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, a special meeting devoted to analyzing the phenomenon of criminal gangs in their diverse forms and specific manifestations, using a crosscutting and integral approach.  At that meeting, member states, agencies of the inter-American system, including the IACHR and PAHO, other international organizations, and civil society would present their views and experiences at the national, subregional, and hemispheric levels.
· To instruct the General Secretariat, through the Department for the Prevention of Threats against Public Security of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, and in coordination with the other areas of the Secretariat it considers pertinent, to support preparations for that special meeting, compile background material, and subsequently present a proposed inter-American strategy for the states to consider.

· To instruct the General Secretariat, through the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, and as part of the preparatory work for the special meeting mentioned in paragraph 3 above, to evaluate with PAHO and other inter-American organizations the need to establish measures to prevent gang-related violence in the Americas, and to report on the result of such evaluation at the special meeting.
· 
	

	· Tuesday, January 22, 2008: CSH meeting  

· Consideration and approval of agendas for some of the special events to be held in the first half of 2008

· Preparations by member states for commemorating the fifth anniversary of the Declaration on Security in the Americas [AG/RES. 2274 (XXXVII-O/07)]
· Meeting of High-Level National Authorities on Natural Disaster Reduction and Risk Management  [AG/RES. 2314 (XXXVII-O/07)]

	

	· Thursday, January 31, 2008: CSH meeting  

· Follow-up on institutional topics:

· Information-sharing, including with other international, regional, and subregional organizations, on the implementation of resolution 1540 (2004) and discussing lessons learned and experience gained, identifying specific areas and projects in which assistance is needed, and setting priorities from a hemispheric perspective in this area [AG/RES 2333 (XXXVII-O/07)] 


	

	· Thursday, February 7, 2008: CSH meeting 

Special meeting on the consolidation of the regime established in the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco) and to promote the full force and effect of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT)
· Topic I:  Inter-American Support for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty - resolution AG/RES. 2273 (XXXVII-O/07)

· To entrust the Permanent Council with holding, through its Committee on Hemispheric Security, a special meeting, in the first half of 2008, to review the regional cooperation mechanisms of the Preparatory Commission of the CTBTO to promote the full force and effect of the CTBT and to forge national capabilities for applying it, the possible benefits of civil and scientific applications of the technologies used in the Treaty’s International Monitoring System, and to move forward toward its implementation once the CTBTO enters into force, as well as to review the new challenges to be faced by the nuclear test ban regime, with the participation of the Agency for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (OPANAL), the United Nations, the Preparatory Commission for the CTBTO, and other international institutions with competence in this area.

· Topic II: Consolidation of the Regime Established in the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco) [AG/RES. 2298 (XXXVII-O/07)]
· To entrust the Permanent Council with holding, in the framework of the CSH, a meeting on consolidation of the regime established in the Treaty of Tlatelolco, with the support of OPANAL and the participation of the United Nations and other international organizations competent in the area.


	

	
	February 11, 2008

· CICTE Preparatory Meeting – Third session

	· Wednesday, February 13, 2008:  CSH meeting

· Follow-up on institutional topics

AG/RES. 2325 (XXXVII-O/07), “Special Security Concerns of the Small Island States of the Caribbean”

· To instruct the Permanent Council to remain seized of the issues which impact the security of small island states, and, to this end, through its Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH), to evaluate progress made in addressing the security concerns of those states and the development of strategies for advancing the implementation of the related General Assembly resolutions.

	

	
	February 20-21, 2008 – Mexico

· Second Conference of the States Party to the CIFTA [AG/RES. 2341 (XXXVII-O/07)]

	· Monday, February 25, 2008: CSH meeting [AG/RES. 2274 (XXXVII-O/07)]
· To request that the Permanent Council, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security, convene a meeting in the first semester of 2008 to coordinate preparations by member states for commemorating the fifth anniversary of the Declaration on Security in the Americas, which will be held in Mexico during the last quarter of 2008.


	

	
	March 3-4,  2008

· Meeting of Experts on the Security of Tourism and Recreational Facilities (CICTE)

	
	March 5-7,  2008

· Eighth Regular Session of CICTE

	· Tuesday, March  18, 2008: CSH meeting
· Consideration of draft work plan of the Committee for the presentation and negotiation of draft resolutions of the General Assembly 

	

	· Thursday, April 3, 2008: CSH meeting
· Follow-up on institutional topics 

“Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and other Related Materials”  [AG/RES. 2341 (XXXVII-O/07)]
· Report on the Second Conference of the States Party to the CIFTA, February 20-21, 2008 [AG/RES. 2341 (XXXVII-O/07)]
· Consideration of the topic of demining [AG/RES 2269 (XXXVII-O/07) and AG/RES. 2261 (XXXVII-O/07)]
· Consideration of draft resolutions of the General Assembly 


	

	· Tuesday, April 8, 2008: CSH meeting
· Consideration of draft resolutions of the General Assembly 


	

	· Thursday, April 10, 2008: CSH meeting
· Consideration of draft resolutions of the General Assembly 


	

	· Monday, April 14, 2008: CSH meeting [AG/RES. 2268 (XXXVII-O/07)] 

“Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions”

· To convene a one-day meeting of states parties in 2008 to prepare for the 2009 Conference of States Parties; and to review the functioning and application of the Convention, including a critical analysis of the reporting system with regard to transparency in the acquisition of conventional weapons in the Hemisphere.  Invitations would be extended to non-states parties, pertinent regional and international organizations, and civil society organizations, in their capacity as observers.

	

	· Tuesday, April 15, 2008: CSH meeting [AG/RES. 2270 (XXXVII-O/07)]
Third Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures

· Instruct the Permanent Council to convene the Third Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures, to meet in the second half of 2007, to examine the application of confidence- and security-building measures throughout the region and consider next steps.

· Request the General Secretariat to make available to member states a secure communication network for the instantaneous exchange of information and notifications on confidence- and security-building measures.


	

	· Friday, April 18, 2008: CSH meeting
· Consideration of draft resolutions of the General Assembly 


	

	· Tuesday, April 22, 2008: CSH meeting
· Consideration of draft resolutions of the General Assembly

	

	· Thursday, April 24, 2008: CSH meeting
· Consideration of draft resolutions of the General Assembly

	

	
	April 30 – May 2

· CICAD meeting

	· Monday, May 5, 2008: CSH meeting
· Consideration of draft resolutions of the General Assembly

	

	· Tuesday, May  6, 2008: CSH meeting
· Consideration of draft resolutions of the General Assembly 


	

	
	May 9

· Ninth Regular Meeting of the Consultative Committee of the CIFTA

	· Monday, May 12, 2008: CSH meeting
· Consideration of draft resolutions of the General Assembly


	

	· June 25-26, 2008 - CSH meeting [AG/RES. 2348 (XXXVII-O/07)]

High-level national authorities on natural disaster reduction and risk management  [AG/RES. 2314 (XXXVII-O/07)]
· To request the Permanent Council, with support from the INDM, to convene, for the first half of 2008, a meeting of high-level national authorities on natural disaster reduction and risk management, with the participation of the private sector, of subregional, national, and international agencies and organizations, and of nongovernmental, community, and civil society organizations.

	

	· Second half of 2008

· To request the Permanent Council to convene in 2008, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security, the Second Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons.


	


SUMMARY OF CSH MEETINGS
FIRST HALF OF 2008

	JANUARY
	

	Thursday, Jan. 17

	· Special meeting devoted to analyzing the phenomenon of criminal gangs

	Tuesday, Jan. 22
	· Consideration and approval of agendas for some of the special events to be held in the first half of 2008 

	Thursday, Jan. 31
	· Follow-up on institutional topics:  Information-sharing, including with other international, regional, and subregional organizations, on the implementation of resolution 1540 (2004) and discussing lessons learned and experience gained, identifying specific areas and projects in which assistance is needed, and setting priorities from a hemispheric perspective in this area  

	FEBRUARY
	

	Thursday, Feb. 7
	· Special meeting on the consolidation of the regime established in the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco) and to promote the full force and effect of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT)

	* Monday, Feb. 11
	CICTE Preparatory Meeting – Third session

	Wednesday, Feb. 13
	· “Special Security Concerns of the Small Island States of the Caribbean”

	* Wednesday and Thursday, 
Feb. 20 and 21
	CIFTA

	Monday, Feb. 25
	· Meeting on preparations by member states for commemorating the fifth anniversary of the Declaration on Security in the Americas

	MARCH
	

	* Monday and Tuesday, 
Mar. 3 and 4
	Meeting of Experts on the Security of Tourism and Recreational Facilities (CICTE) 

	* Wednesday – Friday, 
Mar. 5-7
	CICTE VIII

	Tuesday, Mar. 18
	· Consideration of draft work plan of the Committee for the presentation and negotiation of draft resolutions of the General Assembly 


	APRIL
	

	Thursday, Apr. 3
	· Follow-up on institutional topics: “Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and other Related Materials” 
· Consideration of the topic of demining
· Consideration of draft resolutions of the General Assembly

	Tuesday, Apr. 8
	· Consideration of draft resolutions of the General Assembly

	Thursday, Apr. 10
	· Consideration of draft resolutions of the General Assembly

	Monday, Apr. 14
	· Meeting on the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions

	Tuesday, Apr. 15
	· Third Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures 

	Friday, Apr. 18
	· Consideration of draft resolutions of the General Assembly

	Tuesday, Apr. 22
	· Consideration of draft resolutions of the General Assembly

	Thursday, Apr. 24
	· Consideration of draft resolutions of the General Assembly

	MAY
	

	* April 30 – May 2
	CICAD XLIII

	Monday, May 5
	· Consideration of draft resolutions of the General Assembly

	Tuesday, May 6
	· Consideration of draft resolutions of the General Assembly 

	* Friday, May 9
	Ninth Regular Meeting of the Consultative Committee of the CIFTA

	Monday, May 12
	· Consideration of draft resolutions of the General Assembly

	JUNE
	

	June 25-26, 2008
	· First Meeting of High-Level National Authorities on Natural Disaster Reduction and Risk Management


Meetings with dates to be determined:

Second Meeting of the OAS Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime
Second Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons 
*

The meetings marked with an asterisk (*) are security-related OAS activities (not meetings of the Committee on Hemispheric Security). 
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