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April 8, 2008
Excellency:

I have the honor to address Your Excellency and to attach hereto the report of the Inter-American Defense Board, prepared by the Sub-Secretariat for Advisory Services and consolidated with that of the Inter-American Defense College in response to official letter CHS-31/08 of March 5 from the Committee on Hemispheric Security on follow-up of progress in implementing resolution AG/RES 2325 (XXXVII-O/07) of the General Assembly, “Special Security Concerns of the Small Island States of the Caribbean.”

In synthesis, it may be said that significant progress has been made, enabling the IADB to deepen, expand, and optimize its advisory services to the OAS and to member states, within the framework of the IADB’s current statutes.

I would like to avail myself of this opportunity to convey to Your Excellency renewed assurances of my highest consideration.

Sincerely,

Elis Treidler Öberg

Rear Admiral, Brazilian Navy

Chair
Dr. Izben Williams
Permanent Representative of St. Kitts and Nevis
Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security
Organization of American States
REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION OF RESOLUTION AG/RES. 2325 (XXXVII-O/07), “SPECIAL SECURITY CONCERNS OF THE SMALL ISLAND STATES OF THE CARIBBEAN”
[Presented by the Inter-American Defense Board]

This report of the Inter-American Defense Board refers to the activities undertaken by its dependencies pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2325 (XXXVII-O/07), “Special Security Concerns of the Small Island States of the Caribbean,” which seeks to promote cooperation with the more vulnerable states.  With respect to simulation exercises aimed at strengthening those states’ disaster preparedness, talks were initiated with various disaster relief and reduction organizations on the best approach to take using existing technology.  The conclusion reached was that the best course of action was training, using computer simulation.  With that in mind, the IADB has, in recent months, met with agencies specializing in this field and, as a result of those meetings, has determined that the Emergency Management and Training System (SIGEN) used by Chile is the most versatile, reliable, and user-friendly system for those member countries wishing to build it into their natural and man-made disaster mitigation planning.

Thus, on February 21, 2008, a presentation on SIGEN was given to 10 countries in the Hemisphere hit by three types of natural disaster that affect them on a day-to-day basis. Among them are Trinidad and Tobago and Barbados.  The purpose of the meeting was to introduce this useful tool, which, as mentioned above, uses simulation to check contingency plans for dealing with natural phenomena that, in terms of their impacts and the responses they trigger, constitute natural disasters of varying magnitude.  After the presentation, which was very well received by the delegates of the countries invited, the participating states were asked to make a formal pronouncement on whether or not they would be interested in using the system in an exercise.

As regards illicit trafficking in firearms, the IADB is currently reviewing the possibility of joint cooperation with the Defense Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA) of the U.S. Defense Department on dissemination of a project regarding best practices in handling weapons stockpiles and ammunition depots.  That would enable us to advise member states, particularly small island states interested in the matter, on how to improve their storage systems and enhance the security of their arsenals.  So far, the DRTA has given one presentation to the Council of Delegates and member states have been asked to say whether they would welcome specialized advice from this agency.

As for training, the Inter-American Defense College (IADC/CID) has conducted seminars on the following topics geared to small states and officials who will eventually be in charge of crisis management:
· Threats, concerns, and challenges to hemispheric security;
· Disasters and complex emergencies;
· Crisis negotiation and management;
· Crisis management exercises; and
· Threats to hemispheric security.

These seminars form part of the Advanced Studies Course on Defense and Hemispheric Security for civilian officials and senior military and security force officers.  It is a high-level political and strategic, rather than operational, course that, in addition, imparts knowledge of a number of other areas, such as international relations, the inter-American system, international instruments and international leadership, civilian-military relations, the media and the Armed Forces, evaluation of the global and hemispheric situation, peacekeeping operations, transformation of the defense sector, defense and security policies, scientific research techniques, and strategic information.
Thus, the Inter-American Defense College Study Program examines the threats, concerns, and challenges to hemispheric security already identified by the OAS General Assembly in Mexico in 2003 (Special Conference on Security), moving from the general to the particular, considering first the global situation and then that of the Hemisphere.  It has also gathered together formerly scattered information in four seminars for countries that cannot send students to the annual course, along with seminars on specific topics during field study trips.  In the period covered by this report, the following study courses were added to the curriculum: a module on human rights and international humanitarian law; a module on political economy; and a module on Basic Aspects of Defense and Security.
In addition to using new Internet technology, the IADC/CID used distance learning to add two new courses–on Inter-Agency Processes in the USA and National Security Strategy–to the already existing courses on the Inter-American System and Crisis Management and Conflict Resolution. In 2007, some 600 participants completed the aforementioned distance education courses, and, since 2001, more than 4,000 students from 65 countries in the world have completed courses and received the corresponding certificates.
New developments in the Study Program also left room for a special two-day course on the inter-American system, mainly directed at diplomats serving in the permanent missions of the OAS member states.  The course can be offered at any time during the academic year.
In short, as the educational arm of the Inter-American Defense Board, the College has consolidated its standing as a highly useful academic institution for cementing civilian-military relations and disseminating democratic values.
We should add that, in addition to the above, there is ongoing and free-flowing communication with the above-mentioned island states, as evidenced by their active participation in committees and working groups and any other activity carried out in this organization, which attends, above all, to all requests related to military and defense matters.
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