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Background

The Second Conference of the States Party to the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA) was held on February 20 and 21, 2007, pursuant to the decision taken at the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly through resolution AG/RES. 2341 “Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials” and to the agreement reached in the Declaration of Bogotá on the Functioning and Application of the CIFTA. The Conference was held in Mexico City, hosted by the Government of Mexico.

It was attended by 17 states party delegations: Argentina, Bahamas, Belize, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, and Venezuela. Delegations from the following signatory states also attended: Canada, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, and the United States.
Proceedings
The OAS General Secretariat, José Miguel Insulza, and the Secretary for Foreign Affairs of Mexico, Ambassador Patricia Espinosa Cantellano, inaugurated the Conference. In his presentation, the Secretary General underscored the increase in crime rates and violence in the region, due, in large part, to the uncontrolled spread and illicit use of firearms. He emphasized the need for all governments in the Hemisphere to control the flow of firearms, regardless whether they manufacture them or not. For her part, the Mexican Secretary for Foreign Affairs pointed out that armed violence not only wrought physical and moral harm on individuals and societies; it also exacted a heavy economic toll.  For that reason, countries had to promote greater cooperation among themselves with concerted efforts to prevent and combat illicit arms trafficking.
In his capacity as President of the First Conference of States Party to the CIFTA (held in Bogotá, Colombia, in 2004), the Colombian delegate declared the Conference open. Mexico was then proposed as President of the Second Conference and elected by acclamation. Representatives of the delegations of Chile, Trinidad and Tobago, and the Bahamas were elected as First Vice President, Second Vice President, and Third Vice President, respectively, also by acclamation.

Presentations then focused on the current status of development and implementation of the Convention. On that topic, the Secretariat pro tempore reported on the status of fulfillment of the mandates contained in the Declaration of Bogotá and summarized activities carried out over the past four years. The OAS General Secretariat likewise reported on its activities in this field and provided a summary of countries’ compliance with the CIFTA and the current status of ratifications and domestic legislation on firearms. In addition, the General Secretariat presented an updated version of the Directory of Single Points of Contact and the Directory of Central Authorities to Facilitate Mutual Legal Assistance.
On the afternoon of the first day, with a view to sharing and exchanging experiences, developments, challenges, and national-level needs, a dialogue was held in which a number of States Party and signatory states participated.

On the second day, there were presentations on subregional experiences and on the actions undertaken by other organizations to combat illicit trafficking in firearms, ammunition, explosives, and related materials. 

These included presentations on the activities conducted in MERCOSUR and on those carried out by such organizations as the United Nations Regional Centre for Peace, Disarmament and Development in Latin America and the Caribbean (UN-LiREC); the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), INTERPOL Latin America; the International Action Network on Small Arms (IANSA); and the International Committee of the Red Cross.
Afterwards, the delegations discussed how to strengthen implementation of the CIFTA and foster cooperation and technical assistance to that end.

Conclusions and Recommendations

Based on that dialogue, a series of conclusions and recommendations of the Conference were formulated and set forth in the Tlatelolco Commitment (contained in CIFTA/CEP-II/doc. 7/08 rev. 2). This document, which was approved by the States Parties to the CIFTA contains concrete actions in four principal areas for strengthening implementation of the Convention: the adoption of laws; cooperation and the exchange of information; implementation and technical assistance; and follow-up.

In particular, the Tlatelolco Commitment recognizes the importance of enacting and strengthening national, regional, and international legislation on illicit manufacturing of and trafficking in firearms, ammunition, explosives, and other related materials, and of enforcing those laws, in order to reduce the proliferation of unauthorized weapons in the hands of civilians, and the number of accidental and criminal deaths and victims. The Commitment urges OAS member states, where applicable, to implement existing model laws. 

The states also agreed to strengthen effective hemispheric cooperation to prevent, combat, and eradicate illicit bilateral, subregional, and regional arms trafficking and to promote cooperation and collaboration with other organizations and entities in order to support full execution of the CIFTA. 

The Commitment urges countries, among other actions, to put in place strict control and security measures for the handling of arms, ammunition, and explosives and entrusts the General Secretariat with the task of fostering training programs in the identification, marking and tracing, inventory control, and diversion of firearms, ammunition, and explosives.

The Commitment also envisages starting a process of consultations aimed at establishing, in the short term, a system for exchanging information on firearms and ammunition confiscated from organized criminal groups, including, inter alia, the possibility of keeping a hemispheric register and regional, subregional, and national registers.

In addition, the states parties agreed to hold the Third Conference of the States Party in 2012.

Closing ceremony

The closing ceremony was chaired by the OAS Secretary for Multidimensional Security, Ambassador Alexandre Addor-Neto, and by the Undersecretary for Latin America of the Secretariat of Foreign Affairs of Mexico, Gerónimo Gutiérrez Fernández.

The complete list of documents considered and presentations given during the meeting have been published in document CIFTA-CEP-II/doc.10/08/rev. 1.
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