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It is an honor for me to welcome you to this Seminar on Illicit trafficking in Firearms, organized jointly with the Inter-American Defense College, and to share a few thoughts with you this afternoon.


The subject that brings us together today is extremely important for our region. You, more than anyone, are familiar with the challenge facing our Hemisphere when it comes to security. You know the statistics, so I will spare you those details. In recent years, this issue has come increasingly to the forefront of public debate. Illicit trafficking in firearms is part of a much wider phenomenon:  crime. Crime has, so to speak, spread its tentacles and, deliberately, it is no longer restricted to just some countries.  


In transnational organized crime, in all its guises, such as illicit drug trafficking, trafficking in persons, smuggling of migrants, money laundering, corruption, terrorism, kidnapping, and even criminal gangs, there is one common denominator that in a way sustains and exacerbates all those manifestations, and that is precisely the constant supply of illicitly traded firearms. 

So the subject is absolutely central and no solid security policy can be formulated that does not tackle this issue head on, with all the tools at our disposal. As you know, since I took up office at the OAS, we have striven to deal with the magnitude of this problem through the novel concept of multidimensional security. I called upon our member states to take up the security challenge as a hemispheric issue and I pointed out that "confronting the increase in violence and crime was the great challenge facing the governments of the Americas, which had an obligation to do so with government policies that are appropriate, efficient, and coordinated among all, because all, without exception, are suffering or beginning to suffer the consequences of this scourge."
/
The increased insecurity and consolidation of crime in our countries today constitute a major threat to stability, more robust democracies, and economic development in our region.  The Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) reckons that crime costs Latin America and the Caribbean the equivalent of 15% of GDP. If we consider that regional GDP (according to World Bank figures)
/, was almost five trillion U.S. dollars in 2010,
/ then we are talking about crime costing our citizens some US$750 billion.

It is worth reminding ourselves here that when security is jeopardized, it is not just the economy that is affected. The entire role of the State and its democratic institutions are undermined. 

Throughout this week, government authorities, representatives of international agencies and organizations, experts, academics, and law enforcement personnel will be meeting in a variety of scenarios to exchange information, refresh their knowledge, propose alternatives, and analyze the challenges posed by illicit trafficking in firearms in the Hemisphere.

The seminar I have the honor to inaugurate today is the outcome of a joint effort by the Inter-American Defense Board, through the Inter-American Defense College, and the OAS General Secretariat. In the sessions scheduled for the next two days, participants will have an opportunity to discuss the various factors involved in the complex world of illicit trafficking in firearms and to work on proposals for preventing and combating it effectively.

Testifying to the Hemisphere's commitment to the fight against crime, today, as I had the honor to witness, three more countries signed the Promoting Firearms Marking cooperation agreement, for which I would once again like to congratulate Dominica, Panama, and Peru. Nineteen countries in the Hemisphere are now in a stronger position to protect their citizens' lives. A decisive factor in the implementation of this agreement has been the financial support provided by the governments of the United States and Spain, whose generosity I would like to underscore. 

I am immensely proud when I recall how far we have come, with such enormous effort, since the First Summit of the Americas in Miami in 1994. I say that with feeling, because as the Minister of Foreign Affairs of my country, I was present at that Summit, in which, for the first time, a tiny paragraph was negotiated that read as follows: 
"[Governments will] Strengthen efforts to control firearms, ammunition, and explosives to avoid their diversion to drug traffickers and criminal organizations." (Plan of Action of Miami, 1994)
The paragraph is brief and to the point, but it opened up at that time unimaginable paths to hemispheric cooperation.  It meant that, in 1997, the region was the first part of the world to adopt a regional instrument to control the illicit manufacturing of and trafficking in firearms, CIFTA (the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials), which is the reason why we have gathered here today.

Based on the parameters set forth in CIFTA and in response to the mandates assigned by its political bodies, the OAS General Secretariat is fully committed to promoting cooperation initiatives among the member states and between them and the inter-American system and other global entities, with a view to facilitating development and strengthening national capacities to prevent and combat illicit trafficking in firearms. 

This week the OAS Group of Experts to Prepare Model Legislation in the Areas to Which the CIFTA Refers will meet to consider legislative proposals regarding aspects of controlled deliveries; the preservation, confidentiality and exchange of information and security measures contained in the Convention.

The Thirteenth Regular Meeting of the Consultative Committee of the CIFTA will also be held, initiating preparations for the Third Conference of States Party to the Convention, scheduled for March 28 and 29, at OAS headquarters in Washington D.C.

Finally, just last week, debate and negotiations began, here at headquarters, on the mandates contained in the final document of the Sixth Summit of the Americas on citizen security and transnational organized crime. This echoes the deep concern felt by citizens and governments at the dire levels of violence and insecurity that continue to plague the region and erode the rule of law, good governance, and the effective exercise of human rights. They represent a major obstacle to the achievement of sustained social development and inclusive economic growth.
The activities referred to above clearly illustrate the priority that the Organization of American States attaches to this matter and to the need to recognize its importance.  They also show that we have a robust set of institutions capable of promoting the development needed by the countries of the region in their efforts to combat this form of crime. 


I wish you every success in your work and deliberations.

Thank you very much.
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�.	Pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2627 (XLI-O/11).


�.	Committee on Hemispheric Security of the OAS Permanent Council, September 17, 2007. 


�.	World Bank. � HYPERLINK "http://datos.bancomundial.org/region/LAC" �http://datos.bancomundial.org/region/LAC�


�.	"Trillion" is used here, as in most Anglo-Saxon countries, to mean "a million million." "Billion" means "one thousand million." In France and most Latin American countries, where "billion" (or billón) means "a million million", the figure used here would be equivalent to “almost US$5 billion in 2010."





