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More than a decade after adoption of the United Nations "Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects" (UNPoA), the Second Review Conference was convened to review progress made in its implementation. An additional objective pursued by the Conference was to examine the extent of implementation of the International Tracing Instrument (ITI), which complements the UNPoA.


Participating in the Conference were the member states of the United Nations, international, regional, and subregional intergovernmental organizations, and civil society organizations. 


The Organization of American States attended the meeting from August 28 to 31. The purpose of the OAS' participation was to continue strengthening cooperation ties and synergies with the United Nations, other regional and subregional bodies, and with civil society, in order to facilitate an appropriate and effective response to increasing levels of crime and violence triggered by the illicit arms trade.


Furthermore, the OAS availed itself of the opportunity to deliver a brief presentation at the Conference on regional efforts to combat and eradicate the illicit trade in firearms under the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA), for which the OAS is the custodian. The OAS also reiterated its commitment to work in support of the CIFTA, the UNPoA, and other United Nations instruments. Attached, as reference material, is the OAS Statement at the Conference (Appendix I).


The OAS had the opportunity to hear the member states' presentations on efforts and progress made at the national level in implementing the Programme of Actions, with an emphasis on aspects it which they need assistance from other states or agencies. Later on, intergovernmental organizations (including the OAS) and nongovernmental organizations gave presentations on the actions they had undertaken. The states then proceeded to discuss the final documents of the meeting: the 2012 Declaration, the UNPoA Implementation Plan 2012-2018, the ITI Implementation Plan 2012-2018, and the Schedule of Meetings 2012-2018. These and other conference documents are posted at: http://www.poa-iss.org/RevCon2/documents/
Appendix I

OAS Presentation at the "United Nations Conference to Review Progress Made in the Implementation of the UNPoA"


On behalf of the Secretary General of the Organization of American States, José Miguel Insulza, I have the honor to address this group of distinguished authorities on a topic of vital importance for preventing and combating the illicit trade in firearms.


We are grateful for this opportunity to strengthen cooperation with our peers in other governmental and nongovernmental organizations in order to facilitate an appropriate and effective response to the growing levels of crime and violence resulting from the illicit trade in firearms. To that end, we reiterate the commitment of the OAS to work in the Hemisphere in support of the international instruments of the United Nations, including the Programme of Action and the International Tracing Instrument.


Regionally, the Organizaton's efforts are guided by the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA), which was adopted by the OAS member states in 1997 and for which the OAS is the custodian. The CIFTA provides the basis used to design and implement policies to prevent, control, and eradicate the criminal activities associated with firearms. 


We welcome this opportunity to share with you some of the efforts of the Organization undertaken within the framework of the CIFTA, which fall into three main categories: stockpile management and destruction, legislative support, and marking.


With respect to stockpile management and destruction, the OAS provides training and assistance to national authorities on appropriate techniques for managing stockpiles, upgrading stockpile installations, and destroying obsolete or no longer used weapons and ammunition. 


At the same time, the OAS provides legislative assistance to help member states develop and apply regulatory frameworks that facilitate effective implementation of the CIFTA. To that end, it lends support through model laws developed in the OAS framework to supplement the Convention.


Third, like the Programme of Action, Article VI of the CIFTA underscores, in particular the need to mark and trace firearms. 


Thus, through its "Promoting Firearms Marking in Latin America and the Caribbean" project, an initiative generously funded by the Government of the United States, the OAS is supplying 31 countries in the region with at least one firearms marking machine, along with the necessary training in the use of the equipment, plus a computer to facilitate storage of the marking data. 


To date, 24 countries have signed cooperation agreements with the OAS and form part of that initiative, which is now regional in scope. Those countries are: Argentina, Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados, Bahamas, Belize, Costa Rica, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Uruguay, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Lucia, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, and Trinidad and Tobago.


Together, these countries have committed to marking at least 80,000 firearms between 2011 and 2013 as a result of this project. 


The OAS invites the member states that have not yet joined this effort to consider playing an active part in our marking program. 


We are grateful for this opportunity to strengthen ties of cooperation with our peers in other organizations and we reiterate the OAS' commitment to work in support of the CIFTA and the Programme of Action, as well as other international instruments in this field.

Thank you very much.
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