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Our delegation feels that one way to link the OAS to the hemispheric defense meetings and to the IADB is through cooperation; and while we know that some very good recommendations have already been put forward, we would like to recommend the following in that regard:

1. We must find channels for cooperation between the Meetings of Ministers Defense and the regional defense bodies, in terms of exchange of experiences in issues that are within their areas of competence. This could be through a system of linkages.

2. The OAS must also promote, through the CSH, exchange of experiences among regional defense agencies, in the areas of: humanitarian assistance in disaster situations; humanitarian mine-clearing; and promotion of white papers; and confidence- and security-building.

3. Another way to promote cooperation is to ask the IADB to conduct studies on issues under its purview, within the terms of its statutes, as otherwise it would not be able to do so and could become a defunct agency. Although we could argue that this is very much within the ambit of article 3 – on the functions of the IADB – it nonetheless would also be one way of providing member countries with cooperation for them to be able to pursue their national agendas on a variety of issues. 

 
Our delegation’s hope is that our discussions would produce concrete recommendations to help us pursue a common agenda in this regard.
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