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Thank you, Distinguished Chairman.
I must first of all thank you for including this item on the order of business, as this is a critical issue for the Dominican Republic.
The need for critical infrastructure to be protected dates back to the dawn of humanity, as people started to become aware that they should protect their critical infrastructure. Examples include the Roman Empire, which protected its most important works such as aqueducts and communication routes from threats they had to deal with in that era. In that sense, it should be noted that even though back then those infrastructures were not known as critical infrastructures, they did play a role similar to what modern infrastructures do for our societies.
Modern societies appreciate that the importance of ensuring critical infrastructure lies in ensuring security for the delivery of basic critical services and production systems, hence protecting them is a matter of concern for states, given that these are often exposed to a series of threats of various kinds.
Although discussions about threats could be said to be limited at first to attacks on information and communication technology networks and to terrorist attacks, this began to change  by 2006 when, according to a report by the European Programme for Critical Infrastructure Protection, "threats were not limited just to terrorism but, taking a more comprehensive approach, they included natural disasters, criminal activities, and other causes of accidents."
Because of this, new elements were incorporated into the concept of critical infrastructure, the 2008 Spanish and European Community Critical Infrastructure Protection Plan being, in our view, the most comprehensive version, which defines them as “the facilities, networks, physical services, and information and communication technologies (ICT), disruption or destruction of which would have a significant impact on the health, safety, or economic well-being of citizens, or on the effective functioning of state institutions.” It also cites examples of other infrastructure projects, among them:  power plants and energy networks, health infrastructure, airports, sea ports, railways, dams, and public transportation networks.
Distinguished Chair, it does mean that this issue – like so many others that we discussed in our organization – takes a cross-cutting and multidimensional approach whereby no matter what side of the Hemisphere we are from, we can promote a common international cooperation agenda.
The constant risks the Dominican Republic faces every year from hurricanes, tropical storms, floods, and earthquakes are also common to the other Caribbean countries and our Central American brothers and sisters, and perhaps a bit less frequently by other countries of the Hemisphere. It is thus a latent threat that affects us all, in one way or another.
The Dominican Republic therefore wishes to appeal to member states for their support and cooperation to launch a debate to promote concrete measures to protect critical infrastructure from natural disasters.

Let us plan based on the phases of prevention, preparedness, response, and reconstruction from a comprehensive perspective, promoting public-private partnerships since many critical assets are privately-owned, hence the shared responsibility. And let us strengthen the exchange of experiences and international cooperation.
Our country recognizes and supports the outstanding work done by CICTE in this regard, as well as the efforts and progress made in the field of cybercrime.
We wish to recognize as well the importance of the topic of natural disasters at the recent Conference of Defense Ministers of the Americas, held in Arequipa, Peru, and welcome the initiative to form an ad hoc group to coordinate cooperation in regional search and rescue.
Lastly, Chairman, what the Dominican Republic seeks is to promote the issue of critical infrastructure protection from a natural disaster perspective, given how important the tourist industry is to our economy; and in view of the threat that natural disasters pose to the proper functioning of the economy.
Thank you, Chairman.
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