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The INTERPOL operations center in Lyon, France has reported that, with the support of a series of countries and agencies, it has for some time been carrying out actions to combat the illegal timber trade in Africa and the Americas. 

From the beginning of these operations to date, more than US$262 million of timber have been illegally logged in these regions of the world. They have identified the trade routes used by criminal networks to illegally traffic timber. The destinations of choice are the US, Europe, and Asia. 

There are indubitable links between the illegal timber trade and other serious crimes, including corruption, drug trafficking, arms trafficking, and wildlife crimes. 

Operation Amazonas II is part of the effort to combat illegal logging. It is an initiative aimed at investigating, arresting, and prosecuting the criminals and networks that participate in the illegal timber trade in Central and South America. The operation is carried out in 12 countries:  Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Paraguay, and Peru.

Operation Amazonas II was launched in November 2014 and remains in play today. It bears noting that Operation Amazonas I was implemented in Peru in 2013, also under the auspices of the World Customs Organization and Interpol, both of which are charged with protecting the environment. The first iteration of the operation was supported by various customs agencies and government institutions in Peru, like OSINFOR. 

This international effort has led to the seizure of more than 53,000 cubic meters of illegal timber, enough to fill 20 Olympic-size pools. More than 200 people have been arrested. What is of note here is not the size of the seizures or operations, it is the fact that we are now united in working on something that we should have started decades ago to protect our forests. 
The modus operandi identified through Operation Amazonas II is the use of forged documents to transport illegal timber across international borders and during certain times of the day to avoid detection. 
Among the global recommendations established is the need to place forest experts at border check points to identify protected species. Another key aspect is field verifications of timber extraction and preventing any verifications from being obtained for protected areas. There are models that address this and the Peruvian model is worth highlighting. 
In fact, in Peru, the current administration has begun energetic, sensible work on the issue, based on the conviction that we are facing a real problem that puts our country in the international limelight. We need the cooperation of other countries to deal with this problem, as we have a shared responsibility. This demands the attention and commitment of the countries that are destination markets. They must assume their responsibility as markets that create demand for illegal goods. As with drug trafficking, we are all responsible. 
Peru’s experience has been successful as we have strengthened the forest monitoring mechanisms and customs controls overseeing the exit of illegal goods. The forest regulatory agency (OSINFOR) has proven itself highly capable and committed to combatting this criminal phenomenon, in partnership with the Specialized Prosecutor’s Office for Environmental Matters and the Attorney General’s Office on the Environment. Peru’s enforcement has been implemented in the framework of our intervention and denouncement of those that falsify information on the “origin” of the trees – be they forest engineers, private companies, or regional government officials who traffic papers legalizing or laundering illegal timber.
The Peruvian model is also relevant, given how the oversight agencies are unified and bearing fruit. It is no longer easy to evade controls in Peru or for illegal timber to leave the country unpunished. Today, we have monitoring in the field and we can use satellite technology to know exactly where the timber is coming from. 
There still remain challenges. We must install an online system of licenses or forest concessions and their holders, as well as a timber inventory – anything that would allow us to use high technology to verify in real time the origin of the wood and determine whether or not it is legal. We are not far from achieving this, as administration leadership and the prime minister will enable this in the short term. 
We have earmarked significant public funds to forge ahead in these oversight and purging activities in the forest sector. To do so, we will need the collaboration and support of other countries and formal companies to reject these illegal activities, by monitoring the entire supply chain, preventing forest pollution, and thereby helping us conserve our forests. 

As we care for our planet and as our governments are in Paris negotiating how to create a better place to live, we must all do what is necessary to make this happen. Peru is committed, and so too is my administration. I hope that we all are. 
I have never hesitated in my life whether or not to accuse corrupt, bad officials for doing the wrong thing. I fought against Fujimorism in the past. Today we must denounce the fact that they and other sectors wish to abolish forest management regulations. It’s good to say this here, so that their motives for seeking power and who they want to benefit are made known. I will continue the struggle. 
As the prime minister, I was tasked with strengthening OSINFOR, the Peruvian forest regulatory agency. These efforts are bearing fruit today in forest management. I am proud of the agency’s officials, as they work committed to its principles. I acknowledge those that sleep in the jungle and work day in, day out, traveling entire days in rafts or forging paths to count and protect our forests. They report back to us when things are going well and when they aren’t, with conviction and evidence. 
I would also like to recognize all the anonymous men and women who protect the forest and confront organized crime, and to those who have even given their lives to protect our trees. Such was the case of environmentalist Alfredo Vracko, who was murdered for constantly denouncing illegal mining companies that preyed on the forest. 

This Committee on Hemispheric Security must adopt a special approach in addressing the illegal logging problem, one which recognizes that transnational organized crime is deploying significant resources that are violently and aggressively impacting our societies.
Thank you.
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