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Thank you Mr. Chairman.  My name is Gary Samore.  I am President’s Obama’s coordinator for arms control and nonproliferation in the White House.   /I’m very happy to have a chance to speak to this distinguished audience at the Organization of American States committee on Hemispheric Security about President Obama’s nuclear policies.   I think it’s particularly appropriate to discuss nonproliferation and disarmament in this forum since Latin America is home to the Treaty of Tlatelolco, the oldest and most successful Nuclear Weapons Free Zone in the world, which we hope will serve as a the model for other nuclear weapons free zones around the world. 

As you all know, President Obama has made nuclear disarmament and nonproliferation a center piece of his national security policy.  Two years ago in Prague, he declared his vision for achieving the ‘peace and security of a world without nuclear weapons’ and he laid out a plan of action for near term practical steps to move in that direction.  

There are four interrelated elements to the President’s Prague agenda:

First: to reduce the number and role of nuclear weapons by those states that already possess nuclear weapons, starting first with Russia and the U.S. who together still control over 90 percent of the world’s nuclear weapons.

Second: to prevent additional countries from acquiring nuclear weapons by strengthening the international non-proliferation regime and by holding accountable those states that have violated their obligations, such as Iran and North Korea.

Third: to prevent nuclear terrorism by securing vulnerable nuclear materials and strengthening international cooperation on nuclear security.

Fourth: to develop new mechanisms to support the growth of safe and secure nuclear power in ways that reduce the spread of dangerous technologies.

During the two years since the Prague speech, we have made substantial progress in each of these four areas, including:

· The New START treaty with Russia, which significantly reduces the level of deployed strategic warheads; 

· A revised U.S. nuclear posture, which reduces the role of nuclear weapons in U.S. defense policies and strengthens our negative security assurances to non-nuclear weapons states in compliance with their nonproliferation obligations;

· The historical Nuclear Security Summit hosted by President Obama in Washington, that strengthened international cooperation against the threat of nuclear terrorism;

·  A successful NPT Review Conference;

·   UNSC resolutions 1874 on North Korea and 1929 on Iran which increased economic sanctions and political pressure to comply with their international obligations.

Despite this record of achievement, I know that President Obama will not allow rest on his laurels.  He has insisted that we lay the ground work for additional progress in coming years.   I would like to discuss four specific areas for future work:

First, even as we begin to implement the New START Treaty, we are preparing to negotiate additional arms reductions with Russia.   Under the President’s guidance, the Department of Defense will review our strategic requirements to determine options for additional reductions, which would include nondeployed warheads and tactical weapons as well as deployed strategic warheads.  In the meantime, we have begun discussions with Russia on Missile Defense cooperation and transparency and verification issues that will need to be addressed in future reductions. 

Second, we need to begin making the case for CTBT ratification, just as we created a bipartisan basis in the Senate to ratify New START.  We have no illusions that this will easy.  But we intend to stress that the CTBT ratification serves America’s national security interests because it will help lead others to ratify the treaty and thus strengthen the legal and political barriers to a resumption of nuclear testing.  We will also explain that we are confident in our ability to verify the treaty and that the U.S. is able to maintain an effective and reliable nuclear arsenal without nuclear testing.  In fact, President Obama has committed to support the U.S. nuclear laboratories at increased funding levels to ensure that we have the facilities, resources and personnel needed to retain sufficient nuclear forces to defend the United States and our allies.

Third, we need to build up regional Nuclear Weapons Free Zones.  While not a party to these zones itself, the U.S. – like other nuclear weapons states – can sign protocols that reinforce the zones and afford security assurances to the regional parties.  In this regard, we are considering ways to update the negative security assurances we gave to parties to the Treaty of Tlatelolco to make it consistent with the stronger assurances announced in the President’s Nuclear Posture Review.   We will also submit the Africa Nuclear Weapons Free Zone Treaty and the South Pacific Nuclear Weapons free Zone Treaty to the Senate for advice and consent, and we consulting with the parties to the Southeast Asia zone and the Central Asia zone on possible clarifications and adjustments to the protocols of those treaties that would enable the U.S. can sign them as well.   

The Middle East poses particular challenges for regional arms control, given the region’s intense conflicts, security threats, and political instability.   The NPT Review Conference agreed to hold a meeting of Middle East states in 2012 to discuss the establishment of a zone free of weapons of mass destruction in the Middle East, but recent developments in the region have dramatically complicated prospects for holding such a meeting in 2012.  Nonetheless, we are committed to cosponsor such a regional meeting.  As a first step, we are seeking to identify several countries willing to host and facilitate such a conference.  In consultation with the regional parties and the other co-sponsors of the conference - the UK, Russia and the UN Secretary General – we then plan to announce the selection of a host country, which can begin to make preparations for the conference.  

The fourth issue I want to address is nuclear security.    With about one year to go before the next Nuclear Security Summit in Seoul in spring 2012, I am very confident that we will be able to demonstrate significant progress toward fulfilling the work plan agreed by the leaders in Washington, including progress in Latin America.  Last year, for example, Chile removed its remaining highly enriched uranium spent fuel to the United States for elimination, and we strongly welcome Chile’s commitment to host a regional-wide meeting in May to discuss nuclear security.  We also welcome Brazil’s decision - announced during President Obama’s recent trip - to consider establishing a regional Center for Excellence for Nuclear Security that would serve as a forum for sharing information, best practices and training in partnership with relevant multilateral organizations.  We commend Argentina on its work to convert research reactors so they no longer use highly enriched uranium fuel, and we thank Colombia for creating a center to counter nuclear smuggling.   Finally, we look forward to working with Mexico to make arrangements to remove its remaining HEU spent fuel to the United States. 

In conclusion, I want to come back to where I started:  Latin America as a model for the world: Nuclear technology developed and used for safe and secure energy and other peaceful uses and nuclear weapons abolished.   This is President Obama’s long term vision for the entire world and we are pleased to work with our Latin American partners toward achieving that goal.  
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