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Recalling resolution AG/RES. 2551 (XL-O/10) “Work Plan against Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere,” adopted at the fourth plenary session of the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly held in Lima, Peru, on June 8, 2010, the General Secretariat is pleased to submit this report, pursuant to the mandates assigned in the aforementioned period.  This report is divided into political, technical, and international cooperation activities.
Political Activities:
Recalling document OEA/Ser.K/XXXIX.2 RTP-II/doc.5/09 rev. 9 “Conclusions and Recommendations of the Second Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons,” paragraph 8 of which “requests the General Assembly of the OAS to hold biennial meetings of national authorities on trafficking in persons, as available funds permit,” the Government of Guatemala offered to host the Third Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons, from October 15-16, 2012.
Accordingly, and with the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Guatemala and the OAS Assistant Secretary General present, the member states reported on progress and challenges they had identified in implementing the Work Plan against Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere.
/  In that regard, and taking into account the broad coverage of that Plan, a proposal was made to extend it for two more years. It should be noted that as part of the deliberations, there was discussion on the feasibility of establishing a monitoring mechanism whereby states would inform the General Secretariat about progress in terms of prevention, prosecution of traffickers, and protection of victims of human trafficking.
The following international organizations and civil society organizations also delivered keynote presentations, as part of the Meeting:  Association to End Prostitution, Pornography, Sex Tourism and Trafficking (ECPAT); United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC); International Organization for Migration (OIM); Regional Conference on Migration (RCM); and the Inter-American Children's Institute (IIN). Member states also took part in a lengthy, two-pronged debate on:  raising the visibility of the phenomenon of human trafficking as a crime; and comprehensive care for victims of human trafficking. In this regard, the representative national authorities called for: the crime to be made more visible by tackling it with a shared-responsibility approach; consideration of the victim as the target of comprehensive care and protection; establishment of networks to facilitate cooperation; bolstering of personnel responsibility for dispensing and enforcing justice; promotion of new technologies to prevent and combat the crime; and consideration of all types of exploitation through trafficking.  That dialogue produced a document of Conclusions of the Third Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons (OEA/Ser.K/XXXIX.3 RTP-III/doc.7/12).
Technical Activities:
During the period covered by this report, the General Secretariat, together with and through the Executive Secretariat of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD), the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE), and the Department of Public Security (DPS), constantly tracked a program whose main objective was to sensitize beneficiary states about organized crime, thereby strengthening the capability of customs and immigration, which are responsible for detecting and preventing criminal activity at air, sea, ​​and land ports of entry. Modules for identification, investigation, and protection of victims of trafficking were implemented in Antigua and Barbuda and The Bahamas (November and December 2012, respectively) and St. Kitts and Nevis (February 2013).
The General Secretariat also continued follow-up on the program for "Strengthening the Security Forces, Immigration Officers, Prosecutors and Judges to Prevent and Combat Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children" (Uruguay, December 2012).  Besides strengthening the areas of identification and protection of victims of trafficking in persons, that program created a forum to learn about operational crime investigation techniques, management and operational planning of crime scenes, ethical investigative interviewing of victims of trafficking, children exploited via the Internet, and facilitated an opportunity to understand the importance of establishing standard operating procedures for immigration control for entry and departure. With the program implemented in Uruguay, government representatives from the security and judicial sectors got curriculum guides and training materials. The incorporation of high-level officers from ministries and government agencies, who are responsible for preventing and combating trafficking in persons, into a network for information-sharing on trafficking cases at the regional level was facilitated.  This network currently comprises 20 member states. At the request of the Government of Paraguay, the program under reference will be implemented in that country in the first half of 2014.
As part of capacity-building and awareness-raising activities, on June 25, 2013 the General Secretariat, through the DPS and in collaboration with the OAS Secretariat for External Relations, organized the 52nd OAS Policy Roundtable entitled “Raising Awareness of Domestic Servitude in the Americas.” In addition to sensitizing the member state, civil society, and international community representatives about the challenges posed by exploitation of men, women, and children doing domestic work, this meeting updated the participants on action and legal frameworks to prevent work exploitation and create and/or strengthen public policies to combat domestic worker exploitation [International Labour Organization (ILO) Convention 189]. This Round Table also provided an opportunity to hear victimized domestic workers share their testimony as an effort by regional and subregional networks to protect victims of this crime.  Those delivering keynote presentations at the event included:  the Senior Advisor to the U.S. State Department’s Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons; the Executive Director of the NGO "Free the Slaves;" the Deputy Director of the ILO; and the Regional President of the International Domestic Workers Network (IDWN) for Latin America.
In keeping with the Conclusions of the Third Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons
/, the Government of Peru and the General Secretariat brought member states and representatives of international organizations and civil society in the Americas together to discuss important hemispheric issues concerning human trafficking, in particular worker exploitation and exploitation of domestic workers. This dialogue had a dual purpose. In addition to identifying the issues in question, it was a frame of reference for the discussion on:  1.  Behavior patterns exhibited by traffickers and organized crime at the subregional and regional levels;  2. Measures to strengthen strategies for coordination among governments, civil society, and the international community to protect victims of trafficking; 3. Identification of national and subregional successes and challenges that have led to progress in combating trafficking in persons; and 4. Recommendations to member states and possible topics to be considered for discussion at the Fourth Meeting of National Authorities. 
It should be noted that through the DPS and the Educational Portal of the Americas, the General Secretariat created the virtual learning platform to train consular officers and diplomats in mechanisms to prevent and identify victims of trafficking.  This platform is expected to be launched and made available to member states in 2014.  Effort is also being made to create a virtual platform to train police, immigration, and customs officers as well as judges and prosecutors from the Americas.
Participation, Information-Sharing among Member States, and Strengthening International Cooperation:
In order to exchange information and experiences on the crime of trafficking in persons and to facilitate cooperation among national authorities responsible for the prevention, prosecution, and protection of victims of trafficking, the General Secretariat gathered information prepared by the member states, on:  national legislation, public policies, and programs against this crime. This information is available at http://www.oas.org/dsp/english/cpo_trata.asp
Seeking to strengthen international and horizontal cooperation, the General Secretariat also devoted efforts to strengthening cooperative ties and to better link and coordinate its activities with other international organizations and agencies, to make the OAS part of the international agenda to prevent and combat trafficking in persons. In this sense, the General Secretariat's participation in the consultation rounds organized by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) on the rights of human trafficking victims to effective remedy (Chile and Thailand, July-September 2013, respectively) is worth noting. The General Secretariat took part as well in the youth awareness campaign to prevent trafficking in persons, organized by the Pan American Development Foundation (PADF, Guatemala, July 2013) and in the fifth session of the Working Group on Trafficking in Persons, organized by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC, Austria, November 2013). Finally, in January 2014 the General Secretariat was invited by the Government of Brazil to participate in the First Meeting of the National Committee against Trafficking in Persons (CONATRAP), organized by the Ministry of Justice, in Brasilia. 
While both the General Secretariat and the member states have made ​​significant strides in implementing the Work Plan against Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere, there is an even greater challenge and commitment to moving forward in preventing and combating this crime, which affects thousands of people from the region.  
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�.	The following states submitted reports: Guatemala, Paraguay, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Colombia, Argentina, The  Bahamas, Honduras, Uruguay, Chile, Panama, Ecuador, El Salvador, Mexico, Brazil, Canada, Venezuela, Dominican Republic, Guyana, Trinidad and Tobago, and the United States of America.


�.	Article 3. "To recognize the valuable contributions of international and regional organizations and of civil society in preventing and combating this crime, and in promoting cooperative ties between them and the member states" and Article 4.h "To adopt measures aimed at highlighting the crime of trafficking in persons in all its forms." OEA/SER.K/XXXIX.3 RTP-III/doc.7/12





