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Summary of the meeting held on November 26, 2008

1. Follow-up on the implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2397 (XXXVIII-O/08) “Special Security Concerns of the Small Island States of the Caribbean”
The meeting was chaired by Ambassador Carlos Sosa, Permanent Representative of Honduras to the OAS and Vice Chair of the Committee.
The meeting was held in compliance with the mandates of resolution AG/RES. 2397 (XXXVIII-O/08) “Special Security Concerns of the Small Island States of the Caribbean.

· Measures adopted within the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) that enable and support the implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2397 (XXXVIII-O/08)

· Presentation by Ms. Tonya T. Ayow, Head of Secretariat and Deputy Director of the CARICOM Implementation Agency for Crime and Security (IMPACS).

Ms. Tonya T. Ayow’s presentation was distributed as document CP/CSH/INF.178/08.

· OAS initiatives to support the special security concerns of the small island states of the Caribbean

Before the presentations began, the Chair informed the participants that a report on this subject from the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP) had been distributed and was included in document CP/CSH-1042/08.

· Presentation by the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security

The presentation by Mr. Abraham Stein on the activities of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security from January to November, 2008, was distributed as document CP/CSH/INF.182/08.

· Presentation by the Inter-American Defense Board [AG/RES. 2400 (XXXVIII-O/08)]

The presentation by Vice Admiral Elis Treidler Öberg, Chairman of the Council of Delegates of the Inter-American Defense Board, was distributed as document CP/CSH-1044/08.

· Comments by member states on the progress made in addressing the security concerns of the small island states of the Caribbean and in developing strategies to implement pertinent resolutions adopted by the General Assembly
The delegation of Grenada thanked Ms. Ayow for her presentation and pointed out that it was evident that the CARICOM Implementation Agency for Crime and Security continued to make progress in its efforts to maintain law and order in that region.  The delegate also pointed out that the shared responsibility model and the concept of security outlined, reflected the integration efforts carried out by CARICOM and that this model could be replicated in other countries.  The delegate also noted that it was clear that small states drew great benefit from the cooperation of neighboring OAS member states.
The delegation of The Bahamas indicated that the economic situation had a negative impact on The Bahamas and that it had affected the tourism sector.  Furthermore, the delegate indicated that they were engaged in a battle to ensure that The Bahamas was a peaceful country and that they had developed several anti-crime strategies and dedicated a large percentage of the budget to criminal justice.  The Bahamas, the delegate said, was developing a plan to address social problems such as domestic violence and drugs, and was also fostering educational programs to prevent violence.  In addition, the delegate made reference to the development of a new national anti-crime strategy, including the establishment of an anti-crime agency.  Last, the delegate pointed out that security should not be approached as a criminal justice concern, but as a mental health, economic, social, and cultural problem.
The delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela emphasized relations between their country and the Caribbean.  The delegate made special mention of the San José energy agreement and of the initiatives relating to Petrocaribe.  Venezuela emphasized that as countries developed socially and economically, they would make significant progress in achieving security and stability and that their concerns and vulnerabilities would diminish.
The delegation of Trinidad and Tobago emphasized the commitment of the OAS to play a role in helping solve the special security concerns of the small island states.  Furthermore, the delegate highlighted the security framework that was put to the test during the Cricket Championship, and indicated that, based on the success of that experience, the framework was being strengthened in order to make it sustainable.  The delegate also pointed out that the threats faced by the countries of the Caribbean could only be resolved through cooperation with the other member states.  The delegate stated that Trinidad and Tobago did not export firearms or drugs, but that others had tried to use the territory as a transit country for that type of criminal activity.  In addition, the delegate reminded the delegations that his country would host the Fifth Summit of the Americas and that, consequently, they had requested several countries to set up the security arrangements for that event.  The delegate also expressed his delegation’s satisfaction with the First Meeting of Ministers on Public Security, and pointed out that Trinidad and Tobago would host the third ministerial meeting in 2010. 

The delegation of Mexico noted that it was important that the investment made in technology and cooperation for the World Cricket Championship, continued to benefit these countries.  Mexico recognized, the delegate said, that multilateral cooperation represented the best approach to confront these threats.  The delegate also mentioned the assistance provided by Mexico to the small island states, as in the case of Haiti this year, as well as technical assistance workshops on HIV/AIDS, among others. 

The delegation of Canada indicated its support for the small island states as demonstrated by the assistance provided through the program “Counter Terrorism Capacity Building Program” (CTCB Program).  The CTBC currently supports 19 programs in the Caribbean on various security related topics.  The delegate also pointed out that the First Meeting of Ministers on Public Security was a first step in the effort to measure the impact of crime and violence and identify strategies to combat them.
The delegation of Jamaica indicated that the involvement of international partners is essential to this process and pointed out the valuable assistance the region had received.  The delegate also emphasized that Jamaica was a new member of the Inter-American Defense Board and that it hoped to actively participate in that forum.  Lastly, the delegate asked Ms. Ayow about the current discussions with the CICTE Secretariat with regard to cybercrime. 

The delegation of Honduras addressed the maritime area of the Caribbean, an area it shares with the Central American countries, and which is being used for illegal drug trafficking.  The delegate asked Ms. Ayow what were the most glaring weaknesses of the small island states that contributed to the increase in criminal activity in the region.
Ms. Ayow mentioned border security, the lack of human resources in the region and the need to share intelligence information as the areas that needed strengthening in the region.  CARICOM members have discussed these topics and progress has been made.
2. Other matters

With no other matters to discuss, the Chair adjourned the meeting.
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