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Summary of the meeting of February 26, 2009
· Consolidation of the Regime Established in the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco) [AG/RES. 2377 (XXXVIII-O/08)]

· Presentation by Ambassador Perla Carvalho, Assistant Secretary General of the Agency for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (OPANAL)

The presentation of Ambassador Perla Carvalho was distributed as document CP/CSH/INF.191/09 corr. 1.

· Presentation by Randy Rydell, Senior Political Affairs Officer, Office of the High Representative, UN Office for Disarmament Affairs

The presentation of Mr. Randy Rydell was distributed as document CP/CSH/INF.192/09.

Comments by delegations


The delegation of Brazil reiterated the importance of the Treaty of Tlatelolco and emphasized the contribution made by nuclear-weapon-free zones.  It also indicated that the growing coordination among such zones would help with disarmament.

The delegation of Uruguay emphasized the fundamental role of OPANAL in disarmament-related matters.  It also shared Ambassador Carvalho’s concerns with a view to nuclear disarmament and underscored the close collaboration between the United Nations and OPANAL in this area.

The delegation of Mexico indicated that consolidation, under the Treaty of Tlatelolco and the protocols thereto, of the first nuclear-weapon-free zone in a densely populated area constituted a substantial contribution to international peace, security, and stability.  It also took note of the comment of the Assistant Secretary General of OPANAL, who had indicated that the Agency’s financial crisis had been overcome.  In that connection, it reiterated the need to provide ongoing support for the Agency’s work, which would result in strengthening the regime for the prohibition of nuclear weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean.  Lastly, it welcomed and expressed support for the proposal to hold a second meeting in 2010, whose purpose would be to make a contribution to the 2010 Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT).

1. Presentation of the final Report of the Rapporteur of the Third Meeting of States Parties to the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions to prepare for the Meeting of States Parties to be held in 2009 (REP/CITAAC-III/doc.5/09)

Counselor Elisa Ruiz, Alternate Representative of Paraguay and Rapporteur for the Third Conference of States Parties to the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions in Preparation for the Conference of States Parties to be held in 2009, presented her final report, contained in document REP/CITAAC-III/doc.5/09.

The delegation of Brazil made some observations, whose inclusion it requested in a revised version of the document.
The revised version of the Rapporteur’s report was published as document REP/CITAAC-III/doc.5/09 rev. 1.
2. Consideration and adoption of the guest list for the Second Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons [AG/RES. 2348 (XXXVII-O/07)]

At the request of Nicaragua, this item was considered as the second item on the order of business.

The delegation of Argentina reported on the progress made with the negotiation of the final document of the Second Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons and invited all member states, especially those of the Caribbean, to take part in these informal deliberations.

The delegation of Nicaragua requested that the Central American Court of Justice be added to the guest list.

The delegation of Uruguay emphasized the important work being done by the Permanent Mission of Argentina in the deliberations of the informal working group and urged the different regional groups to participate in these meetings.

The guest list was adopted and the final version distributed as document RTP-II/doc.4/09 rev. 3.

3. Consideration and adoption of the “Draft Work Plan of the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH) for the Presentation and Negotiation of Draft Resolutions to Be Submitted to the General Assembly at its Thirty-ninth Regular Session” (CP/CSH-1064/09 rev. 1)

The delegation of Chile inquired about the inclusion in this Work Plan of the subject of the Conference of Ministers of Defense of the Americas.
The Chair explained that the matters included in the Draft Work Plan had been assigned by the Permanent Council, and were contained in document CP/doc.4325/08 rev. 2.

The delegation of Canada reported on the status of negotiations regarding the Conference of Ministers of Defense of the Americas and indicated that consultations were still under way in that regard.

The “Draft Work Plan of the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH) for the Presentation and Negotiation of Draft Resolutions to Be Submitted to the General Assembly at its Thirty-ninth Regular Session” was adopted.  The final version was published as document CP/CSH-1064/09 rev. 2.

4. Other business

The Secretariat for Multidimensional Security reported that the CICAD Secretariat had sent a communication to the Chair of the Permanent Council and the Chair of the CHS on the progress made by member states in connection with the 1998-2008 UNGASS goals and targets.  The communication had arisen from an agreement made at the 44th regular session of CICAD, held in Chile, at which it was decided to forward it to the political organs of the Organization as an information document.

The Chair took note of the document setting out the progress made by member states in connection with the UNGASS goals and targets.

As there was no other business, the meeting was declared closed.
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