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The following delegations participated in this meeting:  Argentina, Barbados, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Jamaica, Mexico, Peru, Trinidad and Tobago, United States, and Venezuela.

1. Presentation of the Rapporteur’s Report on the Second Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas (MISPA-II/doc.11/09)

Ms. Patricia D’Costa, Alternate Representative of Canada to the OAS and rapporteur for the Second Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas, presented her report, contained in document MISPA-II/doc.11/09.

The delegations of Mexico and Brazil requested certain amendments to their presentations, indicating that they would send their comments to the Secretariat in writing.

Expressing its appreciation for the report, the delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela requested that said report refer to the delegation as the “Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela” and noted as well that the correct name of the plan presented was “Safe Caracas Plan.”

2. Installation of the Style Committee for the “Consensus of Santo Domingo on Public Security” (MISPA II/doc.8/09 rev. 2)


The Chairman referred to Article 32 of the Rules of Procedure of the Second Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas (MISPA II/doc.6/09 rev.1), which states that the working documents and those adopted by the Ministerial Meeting shall be produced in Spanish, French, English, and Portuguese.


Accordingly, and bearing in mind that the Rules of Procedure of MISPA II made no reference to a Style Committee, reference was made to Article 28 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly which states that the Style Committee is composed of delegations each of which shall represent one of the four official languages of the Organization and that its function is to correct defects of form and ensure equivalency among the versions in the official languages. If it notes defects that it cannot correct, the Style Committee shall refer the matter to the Permanent Council for resolution.

The Committee on Hemispheric Security installed the Style Committee which was composed of the following delegations:  

· Spanish: Dominican Republic

· English: United States

· French: Haiti

· Portuguese: Brazil

The Style Committee is scheduled to meet on December 4, 2009, and will be open to all delegations. 

In addition, the Chair recommended that the next Rules of Procedure of MISPA should include reference to a Style Committee.

3. Installation and election of the Chair of the Working Group to Prepare a Regional Strategy to Promote Inter-American Cooperation in Dealing with Criminal Gangs [AG/RES. 2461 (XXXIX-O/09)]

In accordance with Article 28.b of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council and pursuant to the mandate in resolution AG/RES. 2461 (XXXIX-O/09), the Committee elected Mr. Denys Toscano Amores, Alternate Representative of Ecuador to the OAS, as chair of the Working Group to Prepare a Regional Strategy to Promote Inter-American Cooperation in Dealing with Criminal Gangs. 

Mr. Toscano Amores was elected by acclamation on a motion by the delegation of Mexico, seconded by the delegation of Colombia. 

Thanking the delegations for electing him, Mr. Toscano Amores underscored his intention to pursue a common agenda and to seek consensus to develop a strategy to help achieve the objectives.
4. Other business

Civil society organizations were invited to participate in the First Conference of States Parties to the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions, to be held on 3 December at the headquarters of the Organization, as provided for in resolution AG/RES. 2445 (XXXIX-O/09), the Chair reported.

In this regard, the Chair noted that the Department of International Affairs had issued the convocation notice in keeping with the provisions of CP/RES. 759/99, and that only the Latin American Center for Development Studies and Cooperation (CENLAT) had asked to participate. That requested was approved by the Committee.

As well, the delegation of Brazil requested that its statement under “Other business” be included in the record of this meeting:

“In his remarks to inaugurate MISPA II, Secretary General José Miguel Insulza spoke about a four-month training course in public safety and security that the Secretariat would be able to offer next year, for which it would provide 60 fellowships. The Secretariat has already been working on securing academic certification. This course would draw on already available human and material resources, from law enforcement organizations in the region—but no indication was given as to what institutions these would be. 

“In Santo Domingo, the Deputy Minister of Justice of Brazil, Dr. Luis Barreto, underscored the importance of a better understanding of the contents of the Secretariat’s proposal, since that idea had never been mentioned before. It strikes Brazil as odd that at the precise moment when, as part of MISPA, the advisability of establishing a hemispheric training course in public security is being weighed, the Department should be seeking to offer a course of this nature, by itself. 

“One problem here is that, if implemented, such initiatives could have the effect of trampling upon, bypassing, a negotiating process that is underway, beginning with the instructions given to the Secretariat, during MISPA I, to conduct a feasibility study on the best ways to strengthen training and educational opportunities for personnel with responsibility for public safety. 

“Accordingly, my delegation believes that before allowing the idea of the course in question to move forward, it is crucial for the Committee on Hemispheric Security to properly weigh the matter, in terms of its form as well as in terms of the potential impact on commitments assumed as part of the MISPA.  Initiatives of this scale and nature should not be undertaken autonomously by the Department without the member states being duly apprised and providing their support beforehand. These comments apply as well to other Secretariat initiatives that would have an impact on the establishment of the regional agenda in this area.

“The other point that my delegation would like to raise also relates to the role of the Committee on Hemispheric Security. As noted by the Deputy Minister of Justice of Brazil during the second private lunch session of MISPA II, when the draft final document was being evaluated, the Secretariat’s comments indicated a clear interest in focusing on direct communication with the ministries of justice and the interior, without the mediation of the CSH, which is where the positions of the foreign ministries would be represented. As Brazil understands it, this kind of direct dialogue limits the institutional role of the CSH and, as also noted by the Deputy Minister of Brazil, ignores the internal processes of coordination among national agencies to define the positions taken by member states. The positions articulated within the CSH are not the positions of the foreign ministries but rather the positions of the member states and represent the interests of their countries and, in turn, are the result of the positions of the government agencies involved in each case.

“I would like to request that the text of this statement by my delegation be included in the record of this meeting.”

The chair indicated that due to the complexity of the topic, that discussion would be postponed to a future meeting. 
In thanking the rapporteur for the report, the delegation of the Dominican Republic offered some reflections on the Second Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas.
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