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The Committee met under the leadership of the Permanent Representative of Guyana to the OAS, Ambassador Bayney Karran, to consider the items on the order of business, document CP/CSH-1444/12.

The following delegations participated in this meeting:  Argentina, Bahamas, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Lucia, United States, Uruguay, and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.
1. Presentation on CICTE activities 

Ambassador Rodrigo Vielmann, Permanent Representative of Guatemala, made a presentation in his capacity as Chair of CICTE. The draft resolution was distributed as document CP/CSH-4447/12.

The delegations of Canada, Chile, Colombia, United States, Haiti, Mexico, Panama, Peru, Dominican Republic, and Uruguay thanked Ambassador Vielmann for his report and expressed their support for the activities of CICTE.

The delegation of Costa Rica expressed its support for all initiatives of CICTE and appreciation for the numerous expressions of support for Costa Rica. It spoke about information exchange activities undertaken with the United Nations and observer countries pursuant to United Nations Resolution 1540.

The delegation of Paraguay, reporting that a course on cyber security had been running since November 12, thanked the CICTE Secretariat for its support in developing this course.

The delegation of El Salvador asked about the November preparatory meeting that was suspended for reasons beyond anyone's control and asked whether the delegations could get the CICTE Technical Secretariat’s work plan beforehand so they could encourage the countries to host some initiatives.

The delegation of Guatemala indicated that the meeting that had been suspended was being scheduled for December; that within a few days the new schedule of preparatory meetings would be available; and the effort would be made to have the Executive Secretariat present the work plan in advance.
2. Presentation of the results of the Third Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere
· Rapporteur's Report (RTP-III/doc.10/12 rev. 1.

The delegation of Costa Rica presented the rapporteur's report that was prepared by Sandra Chávez, Technical Secretary of the National Coalition against Human Trafficking and Migrant Smuggling (CNCTIMTP), which was circulated as document RTP-III/doc.10/12 rev. 1.

The delegation of Ecuador expressed appreciation for the rapporteur's report and thanked Guatemala for offering to host this important meeting.

The delegation of the United States noted that while progress had been made on this issue, there were still outstanding issues. It stressed as well the importance of cooperation with civil society and the need for the OAS to put in place a mechanism to monitor this topic.

Thanking Guatemala again, the delegation of Mexico spoke about the Blue Heart campaign that was introduced at the meeting in Guatemala City.
3. Establishment of criteria and guidelines for the selection of experts on confidence- and security-building measures, including a description of the experts’ profile, taking into consideration the document “Criteria, Guidelines, and Required Profile for Selection of Experts on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures” (CP/CSH-1385/12) 

The CSH Chair reminded the delegations that document CP/CSH-1385/12 had been submitted to the Committee before, at its meetings of January 12 and March 20, 2012.

The delegation of El Salvador noted that this document had been received as recommendations–as a guide, as a point of arrival. The delegation also noted that the document emphasized academic criteria a lot, with no consideration given to the criterion of experience without academic credentials. Finally, it stressed that the important thing was the commitment to deliver regular reports on measures to promote confidence- and security-building measures (CSBMs).

The delegation of the United States observed that no reference was made to the matter of the list of experts on CSBMs. The idea is to identify individuals engaged in this subject area so they can work together. 

The Chair suggested that delegations send in their comments by December 6 and that this topic would be revisited at the first meeting in January 2013.
4. Consideration of the topic "future of the mission and functions of the instruments and components of the inter-American defense system,” pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2632 (XLI-O/11) and the recommendations of the IX Conference of Defense Ministers of the Americas 
· Proposed Methodology (CP/CSH-1440/12)

The CSH Chair presented the document "Proposed Methodology for consideration of the issue of the future of the mission and functions of the instruments and components of the inter-American defense system" (CP/CSH-1440/12). He told delegations that the contents of this document had already been discussed at the informal meeting held on November 1, 2012 and presented at the formal meeting held on November 9, 2012. He noted as well the Inter-American Defense Board's willingness to assist in this process, and recalled that the delegation of Chile had suggested moving the meeting from February 21 to February 27 to coincide with other scheduled meetings of the CSH and thus to encourage greater participation in them.

As well, he announced that the Secretariat had circulated a document entitled “Reference Documents–Discussion of the future of the mission and functions of the instruments and components of the inter-American defense system” (CP/CSH/INF-333/12 rev. 1), which was prepared at the request of the delegation of Peru.

The delegation of Nicaragua argued that this was not the forum to consider the recommendations of the Ninth Conference of Defense Ministers of the Americas as it was not part of the OAS. It requested that if the methodology is approved, it be ad referendum of Nicaragua.

The delegation of Canada reported that the IADB had completed the study commissioned by that country and that it would be made available shortly. It urged the delegations to make use of the IADB in this exercise.

The delegation of Chile reiterated its request for the date to be changed (from February 21 to February 27) and expressed interest in the methodology being adopted that day.

The delegations of Argentina, Colombia, Ecuador, United States, and Mexico supported the methodology and the change of date from February 21 to February 27.

The delegations of Mexico and the United States announced that they would put forward questions as part of the methodology.

The delegation of Uruguay suggested adding to the reference list the study on this topic, which Canada had requested of the IADB and asked whether it would be submitted to the CSH. Regarding IADB participation, it felt the Board should be present at the debate. It also wanted to hear their arguments justifying their existence and why they should be preserved.


The delegation of Costa Rica views this discussion as implementation of the mandate. Reference was made to Item D of the methodology, which opens up the possibility of making any contribution.

The delegation of the Dominican Republic requested that the Declaration of Bridgetown be added to the list under reference, adding that it welcomed the fact that the IADB could be part of this process.

The delegation of El Salvador said that it had nothing to do with conducting a historic exercise but it was rather a decision as to what was the future of the mission and functions of what has been called inter-American defense system, understanding that the methodology calls for us to focus firstly on the components and then on the instruments.

With the date change proposed by Chile, the Committee approved the methodology, ad referendum of the delegation of Nicaragua. The Chair commented that the methodology states that the issue of the components must be addressed first, then the instruments. As part of the methodology the Chair, in collaboration with the vice chairs and the Secretariat, will submit a set of questions to guide the discussions.
5. Other business

The delegation of El Salvador recalled that a notice was circulated about an informal meeting of the informal group on mandates, scheduled for November 27. For that meeting, it invited the delegations to express their views on existing mandates, and announced that a document would be circulated to include the 2012 mandates as well as mandates not directly or expressly aimed at the General Secretariat but understood to be for the General Secretariat.


The delegation of Peru announced that the hemispheric meeting of national authorities responsible for the control of illegal arms trafficking, as well as the Second Meeting of Customs and Border Authorities and Other Law Enforcement Officers, scheduled for Lima, Peru, from December 13-14, 2012, were postponed.

The delegation of Colombia spoke about the upcoming meetings of CICTE.
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