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The Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH), Ambassador Andrés González Díaz, Permanent Representative of Colombia to the OAS, chaired this regular meeting of the Committee.

The statutory quorum was established with the presence of representatives of Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Trinidad and Tobago, United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.
The recording of the meeting can be found at the following link: 
http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2015/CP_CSH_1622_02-12-2015.MP3 

1. Adoption of the order of business


The order of business, document CP/CSH-1622/15 rev.1, was adopted by the Committee without any changes.
2. Preparations for the Sixth Meeting of the Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures [resolution AG/RES. 2866 (XLIV-O/14), OP 17]

The Committee agreed upon the draft agenda of the sixth meeting of the Forum after including an additional item at the request of the delegation of Ecuador. Having completed this step, the CSH referred the document to the plenary of the forum for its consideration and formal adoption on March 12, 2015 The agreed-upon agenda was distributed by the CSH Secretariat as document CP/CSH-1606/14 rev. 2.
In spite of the fact that the list of invited guests to the sixth meeting of the Forum had been approved by the CSH at its meeting of January 26, 2015, a number of changes were necessary to appropriately reflect all the participants included in the draft agenda. In particular, this meant the inclusion of UNASUR, which had been omitted by error. The revised guest list was distributed by the CSH Secretariat as document CP/CSH-1607/14 rev. 4.

3. Preparations for the Fifth Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas (Peru 2015) (MISPA V) [resolution AG/RES. 2866 (XLIV-O/14), OP 9]

The CSH considered draft resolution “Place and Dates of the Fifth Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas (MISPA-V) and of the Second Meeting of the Subsidiary Technical Working Group on Police Management, Both Meetings Convened by Resolution AG/RES. 2866 (XLIV-O/14)” and agreed upon the changes of form proposed by the delegation of Peru upon its presentation of the text to the meeting.

Having agreed upon the draft resolution, the CSH referred it to the Permanent Council as document CP/CSH-1618/15 rev. 1 for consideration and adoption.
4. Developments in relation to the mandate contained in operative paragraph 10 ofAG/RES. 2866 (XLIV-O/14) 
/
Consideration of this topic commenced with the presentation by Ambassador Adam Blackwell, Secretary for Multidimensional Security of the document “Legal, Technical, and Budgetary Review to Chart and Define a Roadmap for the American Police Community (AMERIPOL) to Become Part of the Inter-American System” (distributed by the General Secretariat as CP/CSH-1613/15).

Secretary Blackwell supported his presentation with a PowerPoint that was subsequently distributed by the CSH Secretariat as document CP/CSH-1613/15 add. 1.

A number of delegations took the floor to comment on the review distributed by the General Secretariat.

In keeping with the order of business, Ambassador Nilda Garré, Permanent Representative of Argentina, presented the document distributed at the behest of her government, titled “Proposal to Establish an OAS Technical Cooperation Mechanism on Police Matters - Operative paragraph 10 of resolution AG/RES. 2866 (XLIV-O/14) ‘Advancing Hemispheric Security: A Multidimensional Approach’” (CP/CSH-INF. 418/15). Ambassador Garré also made observations about the review distributed by the General Secretariat.


Delegations then continued to offer remarks, both on the review distributed by the General Secretariat, and on the proposal of the Argentine government's, as well as making general comments about matters of substance and form concerning possible options for an OAS technical cooperation mechanism or program on police matters.


The meeting agreed on the need to keep this topic on the agenda of the Committee on Hemispheric Security of the OAS Permanent Council. As this was a process or dialogue that was still in its infancy, no decisions were adopted; however, the following observations and recommendations from member states should be highlighted:
· They mentioned the need for the CSH to continue to explore possible options for an OAS technical cooperation mechanism or program on police matters.
· The noted the importance of keeping in mind both the review prepared by the General Secretariat and the proposal of Argentina, in addition to other options that were expected to be put forward by the General Secretariat and member states.
· The indicated that the review submitted by the General Secretariat met the recommendation of MISPA IV to examine the feasibility of bringing AMERIPOL into the inter-American fold. It was an input for discussing and evaluating the activities being undertaken by states in the CSH framework to implement the mandate contained in operative paragraph 10 of resolution AG/RES. 2866 (XLIV-O/14).
· They underscored the work, achievements, and contributions of AMERIPOL.

· They stressed that it was necessary to come up with a multilateral solution to a problem such as security, which affected all the Hemisphere's inhabitants.

· They highlighted the need carefully to evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of the possible inclusion of AMERIPOL in the inter-American system, bearing in mind the ultimate goal of discussing options for OAS technical cooperation mechanisms or programs on police matters.

· They requested, with respect to AMERIPOL, that the CSH compile information on the terms contained in the memorandum of understanding between the OAS and AMERIPOL; the current legal status of AMERIPOL in the international sphere; the extent of the assistance that AMERIPOL provides to the OAS at present; and AMERIPOL's functions and capabilities (to which end, its President and/or Executive Secretary had to be invited).
· They mentioned, among other intermediate options, the possibility of increased cooperation with AMERIPOL and making greater use of its functions and capabilities, which would preclude the need to alter its relationship with the OAS.

· They requested, with respect to the efforts already underway in the General Secretariat, that the CSH compile information about technical cooperation programs in the area of police management being implemented by the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, particularly its Department of Public Security.  

· In considering this issue, states suggested that a formula be found in the area of police management that would avoid any overlap of functions and take into account aspects of great import for the states and the Organization, namely of a budgetary, legal, historical, and political nature, as well as in terms of institutional hierarchy, the strategic vision of the OAS, maximizing the benefits of the current structure of the General Secretariat, the administration change in the General Secretariat, efficiency, and effectiveness, among other issues.

· With respect to the experience and practice of other international forums, they requested that information be collected on the functions and capabilities of organizations such as INTERPOL (http://www.interpol.int/) and EUROPOL (https://www.europol.europa.eu/).


In closing, the meeting was addressed by Paulina Duarte, Director of the Department of Public Security of the SMS, who provided a roundup of the technical cooperation efforts, mechanisms, and programs that the Department had been implementing for the past several years in the area of police management. She announced that she would return to further brief and update the CSH on those matters. Next, the Secretary for Multidimensional Security, Ambassador Adam Blackwell, noted that the General Secretariat's review had indeed fulfilled the mandate from MISPA IV as well as part of the mandate from the General Assembly and that, therefore, the presentation of other options remained pending. Finally, the Chair of the CSH, Ambassador Andrés González Díaz, thanked the delegations for their contributions and the tone and cordiality of the discussions. Ae announced that the dialogue would continue and that it would rely on the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security to respond to the requests and questions from the member states.

5. Other business

There being no further business, the Chair adjourned the meeting.
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�	Operative paragraph 10 of resolution AG/RES. 2866 (XLIV-O/14)


	10.	Bearing in mind the decision of MISPA IV concerning the “Instruction to the Secretary General of the Organization of American States regarding Cooperation with the American Police Community (AMERIPOL),” to request the Secretariat to report on the matter and to include additional aspects to be borne in mind, so that the member states can evaluate, within the framework of the CSH, possible options for an OAS technical cooperation mechanism or program on police matters.


	Decision of MISPA IV


Within the framework of MISPA IV, the OAS General Secretariat is instructed to conduct a legal, technical, and budgetary analysis to make it possible to identify and define a way for the American Police Community (AMERIPOL) to be part of the inter-American system and in this way strengthen its current police management and cooperation.








