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Summary of the meeting of February 26, 2015
The Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH), Ambassador Andrés González Díaz, Permanent Representative of Colombia to the OAS, chaired this regular meeting of the Committee.
The statutory quorum was reached with the presence of the representatives of Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, and the United States.
The recording of the meeting can be found at the following link: 
http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2015/CP_CSH_1627_15 rev1_02_26_2015.MP3
1. Adoption of the order of business

The order of business, document CP/CSH-1627/15 rev. 1 was adopted by the Committee with no changes.
2. Follow-up on the topic of Transnational Organized Crime (operative paragraphs 36, 37, and 38 of resolution AG/RES. 2866 (XLIV-O/14) “Advancing Hemispheric Security:  A Multidimensional Approach”)

On this occasion, the Committee received presentations by the General Secretariat on the efforts it is undertaking and the resources it currently deploys to address issues relating to the fight against transnational organized crime.
· Presentation by Ambassador Adam Blackwell of the Report of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security (CP/CSH-1625/15)
· Presentation by Dr.Jorge García González of the Report of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs (CP/CSH-1626/15)

After receiving both presentations, the delegations of the member states asked questions, commented, and put forward recommendations. Specifically:
· They thanked both secretariats for their support in the preparation and presentation of their reports.
· They expressed their interest in seeing more work on international cooperation, and that countries identify their achievements, current actions, and plans, emphasizing the challenges they face.
· They indicated that the delivery of the two reports by the Secretariat meant that the mandate contained in the omnibus resolution had been fulfilled. Both reports were valuable because they described activities carried out in recent years.
· They suggested that efforts in this field be concentrated in a single unit, rather than dispersed among various areas of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security. They considered that the subject matter was being addressed indirectly, because several offices have it listed among their concerns, with no one unit focusing fully on it. The principal subject matter should be transnational organized crime. This could be corrected by restructuring the SMS. Transnational organized crime was a subject of the utmost priority for the member states and any revamping of the SMS would need to reflect that.
· They called upon the member states to put forward strategies with a view to boosting capacities to confront this scourge.
· They insisted on the importance of centralizing efforts in this field. 
· They mentioned the Meeting of National Authorities on Transnational Organized Crime, held in 2014. They proposed that both that (virtual) meeting of national authorities and political monitoring of the issue by the CSH be institutionalized. 
· They called for voluntary contributions to the specific fund for implementing the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime.
· They asked whether it would be possible to use the infrastructure already in place for the dialogue of Ministers of Justice for both the other issues:  transnational organized crime and technical cooperation in police matters.
· They asked that the Committee engage in dialogue about steps to be taken to monitor implementation of paragraphs 40 to 44 of the omnibus resolution on the subject of “Execution of the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime and the Strengthening of Hemispheric Cooperation.”

At one point, Ambassador Adam Blackwell explained to the delegations that, given that the General Secretariat was about to embark on a process of transition between administrations, it would be prudent to postpone decisions regarding structural changes to the SMS. He pointed out that the SMS is answerable to 19 political bodies; that it was important to protect programs and mechanisms that are functioning well; and that a working group within the Secretariat could be established to coordinate actions with respect to transnational organized crime. He also suggested establishing a cooperation mechanism on the subject among the political bodies of the OAS (CSH/CAJP), MISPA, and so on, and he said he supported the idea oof holding an annual meeting of national authorities. 

Finally, Dr. Jorge García González said that, in theory, it would indeed be possible to use the format of the "“Hemispheric Information Exchange Network for Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters and Extradition in the Americas" to facilitate dialogue on other priority topics of the OAS." It was a secure Network that allowed real time exchanges of information and it operated a secure video conference service/system. He explained that the main challenge posed for the General Secretariat by these kinds of service was the shortage of financial resources. He said that that infrastructure had already been used to lend support in other areas. He also mentioned that CICTE, too, had such a Network, and there was also the Network for Consumer Security and Health in the Americas. He ended by saying that it was now necessary to upgrade the technology used for the Network, but that, for that, member state contributions would be needed.
3. Preparations for events organized in the framework of the Committee on Hemispheric Security:
· Sixth Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures (Operative paragraph 17 of resolution AG/RES. 2866 (XLIV-O/14) “Advancing Hemispheric Security:  A Multidimensional Approach”)
· The Committee considered and agreed upon the Draft Rules of Procedure of the Forum, That document was submitted for consideration and formal adoption by the plenary of the Sixth Forum (CP/CSH-1628/15 rev. 1).
· The Acting President of the Sixth Forum, Giovanni Snidle, Alternate Representative of the United States.presented the Compendium of Background Documents for the Sixth Forum, which was greatly appreciated by the floor and supplemented by the delegation of El Salvador on behalf of the member states of the Central American Integration System (SICA). The document, with the aforementioned modifications, was later distributed as document CP/CSH-1624/15 rev. 1.
· The Committe considered the draft resolution of the Permanent Council entitled "Venue and date of the Sixteenth Regular Meeting of the Consultative Committee of the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA), convened by resolution AG/RES. 2866 (XLIV-O/14)”, a document drafted and submitted by the delegation of Ecuador. Following the presentation of that draft resolution by the Permanent Representative of Ecuador to the OAS, Ambassador Marco Vinicio Albuja Martínez, the Committee placed on record its agreement with the proposed text. The document agreed upon in this way was submitted for consideration by the Permanent Council (CP/CSH-1633/15 rev. 1)

· The Committee considered the Draft Agenda of the Meeting to Discuss the Special Security Concerns of the small island states of the Caribbean, "CARICOM/OAS Security Cooperation Agenda, March 27, 2015", Washington, D.C.; Proposal presented by the member states of CARICOM. Following the presentation of the document by the Alternate Representative of Barbados to the OAS, Mr. Ricardo Vickers, on behalf of the member states of CARICIM,  the Committee adopted the Agenda for the meeting  without any changes (CP/CSH-1632/15 rev. 1)
4. Other business
There being no further business, the Chair adjourned the meeting.
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