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Summary of the meeting of April 16, 2015

The Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH), Ambassador Andrés González Díaz, Permanent Representative of Colombia to the OAS, chaired this regular meeting of the Committee.

The statutory quorum was established with the presence of representatives of Argentina, Barbados, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Trinidad and Tobago, United States, and Venezuela.

The audio recording of the meeting can be found at the following link: 

http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2015/CP_CSH_1653_04-16-2015.MP3 

1. Adoption of the order of business


The order of business, document CP/CSH-1653/15, was adopted by the Committee without any changes.

2. Preparations for the Sixteenth Regular Meeting of the Consultative Committee of CIFTA 


In preparation for the Sixteenth Regular Meeting of the CIFTA Consultative Committee, scheduled for May 6, 2015 at OAS headquarters in Washington D.C., in its capacity as Secretariat Pro-Tempore of the CIFTA, the Permanent Mission of Ecuador to the OAS requested that this topic be included on the agenda for this CSH meeting.


Following the presentation by the delegation of Ecuador, at the request of a number of delegations the Committee approved the following documents with the amendments introduced at the meeting.

· Draft Agenda (CIFTA/CC-XVI/doc.1/15)
· Draft Schedule (CIFTA/CC-XVI/doc.7/15)
· Draft List of Invited Guests (CIFTA/CC-XVI/doc.5/15)
3. Suggestions by member states in preparation for a “Virtual conference or teleconference on transnational organized crime for members of the OAS directory of single points of contact for the implementation of the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime” (OP 41)


The delegations reiterated their interest in this meeting being held – whether as onsite, virtual, or by teleconference or videoconference – given the success of the meeting on this subject, held April 24-25, 2015 at OAS headquarters in Washington, D.C.
/


The delegations stressed the importance of the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime and the importance of coordinating and combining efforts and promoting exchanges between and among member states in order to tackle the scourge of transnational organized crime, which they described as faster than the responses being coordinated by the states to respond to it. The states also committed to sending the Department of Public Security the pertinent information as input for the OAS directory of single points of contact for the implementation of the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime.


CSH discussion of this issue included suggestions for the meeting to be held in the last quarter of 2015, and to limit the meeting to a single issue so the authorities can prepare themselves to concentrate efforts according with realistic goals. Another suggestion involved drawing on progress already made on this issue in other international fora such as the UN.


In addition, it was recommended that the Chair initiate a dialogue with the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, with a view to clarifying whether or not that body is engaged on the issue, pursuant to the mandate in operative paragraph 39 of resolution AG/RES. 2866 (XLIV-O/14), related to a joint CSH-CAJP meeting “... to address the issue of combating transnational organized crime, with a view to examining internally the efforts of each committee and identifying synergies between them.”

4. Consideration of the proposed Schedule and Methodology for negotiation of the draft omnibus resolution of the Committee on Hemispheric Security 

After it was considered by the delegations, the document entitled “Schedule and Methodology for negotiation of the draft omnibus resolution of the Committee on Hemispheric Security” (CP/CSH-1651/15 rev. 1) was approved.

It was decided that both would be guiding documents, that is, roadmaps to facilitate the Committee's work rather than as documents cast in stone ignoring the realities or needs of the Committee while hindering its work or goals.

5. Consideration of the Draft Omnibus Resolution for the General Assembly – general comments (CP/CSH-1650/15 rev. 1)

Under this item, the Chair formally submitted its Draft Omnibus Resolution proposal and proposed operative paragraphs from a number of delegations were recorded. It was decided that a new document (CP/CSH-1654/15) would be issued, bringing together all the proposals sent in. The extensive discussion of the issue notwithstanding, it was clear from the meeting that this was not the time to adopt decisions as the Permanent Council was considering the possibility of declaring a moratorium on mandates already issued in previous General Assembly resolutions.
6. Other business
· The delegations bade farewell to the delegate of Spain to the Inter-American Defense Board, Lt. General Juan C. Villamía Ugarte, who was concluding his tour of duty in Washington.

· There being no further business, the Chair adjourned the meeting.
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