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CP/DEC. 68 (2099/16)
INTER-AMERICAN COOPERATION TO ADDRESS 
THE CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES OF MIGRATION

(Adopted by the Permanent Council at its regular meeting held on December 15, 2016)
THE PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES,

RECALLING:

United Nations General Assembly resolution 55/93, which proclaimed December 18 to be “International Migrants Day”;

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, which recognizes the positive contribution made by migrants to inclusive growth and highlights the multidimensional nature of international migration; the New York Declaration for Refugees and Migrants, adopted on September 19, 2016; and other resolutions of the United Nations General Assembly and United Nations Human Rights Council;

CONSIDERING:


Resolution AG/RES. 2738 (XLII-O-12), by which the Committee on Migration Issues (CAM) was established as a permanent committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) of the Organization of American States (OAS), with the mandate to “function as the principal forum in the Organization charged with migration issues”;

The Declaration of Santo Domingo, “Institutional Strengthening for Sustainable Development in the Americas,” adopted by the forty-sixth regular session of the OAS General Assembly and, in particular, its references to migrants and their family members;
The Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families; and

Declaration CP/DEC. 54 (1979/14), “Central American Unaccompanied Child Migrants,” adopted by the Permanent Council on July 23, 2014; and

RECALLING ALSO: 

Advisory Opinions OC-18/03, “Juridical Condition and Rights of Undocumented Migrants,” and OC-21/14, “Rights and Guarantees of Children in the Context of Migration and/or in Need of International Protection,” of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights,

DECLARES:

1. The importance of marking International Migrants Day and its commitment toward continuing to protect the safety, dignity, human rights, and fundamental freedoms of all migrants, regardless of their migratory status, addressing the special needs of migrants in situations of vulnerability.

2. Its strong condemnation of acts and manifestations of racism, discrimination, xenophobia, and related forms of intolerance against migrants; and its commitment to combat migrant smuggling and trafficking in migrants.

3.
Its commitment to strengthening or developing, as appropriate, joint actions to safeguard the rights and protect effectively the interests of all our compatriots while they are abroad, by means of consular assistance and protection in accordance with the relevant provisions of international law.

4.
The commitment to promote recognition of the important contribution of migrants to the economic, cultural, and social development of the countries of destination and origin, and of the importance of their participation as fundamental actors in achieving the Goals of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

5.
The commitment to continue taking joint steps to reduce and eliminate the causes and factors that give rise to irregular migration and to provide information on the risks and vulnerabilities implicit in that type of migration, so that migration is an option rather than a necessity.

6.
The importance of active participation in the consultations and negotiations of the Global Compact for Safe, Regular, and Orderly Migration, so that it is adopted in 2018.

7.
The importance of responding to the needs of people who return to their countries of origin, whether voluntarily or in any other way, through exchanges of experiences on specialized comprehensive programs for their successful reintegration.

8.
The importance of continuing to strengthen dialogue, cooperation, and coordination on migration issues in the inter-American system, especially in the Permanent Council, and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) and its subsidiary bodies, such as the Committee on Migration Issues (CAM).

9.
To encourage the support of the international community in addressing the challenges and opportunities posed by international migration and, to that end, to strengthen all forms of cooperation between the countries of origin, transit, and destination.
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10.
Its interest in continuing to address this matter and the actions arising from this Declaration.
� EMBED Word.Picture.8 ���





� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP37023E02�








_1543304564.doc




PERMANENT COUNCIL



