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CP/DEC. 70 (2150/18)
DECLARATION OF SOLIDARITY AND HEMISPHERIC SUPPORT IN RESPONSE TO THE ACTS OF VIOLENCE IN THE BORDER AREA BETWEEN COLOMBIA AND ECUADOR
(Adopted by the Permanent Council at its special session held on April 20, 2018)
THE PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES,
CONSIDERING:
That the Charter of the Organization of American States enshrines the strengthening of peace and security in the Hemisphere, and resolution AG/RES. 2862 (XLIV-O/14), which consolidates the Americas as a zone of peace and cooperation;
The serious acts of violence that have occurred in recent weeks in the common border area between Colombia and Ecuador; and

The agreement of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of Colombia and Ecuador to appear before the Permanent Council and their presentation to the member states about the incidents and measures adopted in the common border area,

DECLARES:
1. Its sincere condolences to the families of the victims and its solidarity with the people of Ecuador and the government of President Lenín Moreno Garcés.
2. That it adds its voice to the categorical rejection expressed by Colombia and Ecuador of all the acts of violence recently perpetrated in the common border area and its repudiation of the abduction and murder of the team of Ecuadorian journalists, the attacks that have left casualties among the security forces of Ecuador, and the abduction of Ecuadorian citizens. 
3. Its condemnation of all acts of intimidation, threats, and violence against the general public, including those perpetrated against broadcasters, whose freedom of expression they seek to restrict.

4. Its support for the Governments of Colombia and Ecuador in their continued efforts to identify and punish the perpetrators of these despicable acts of violence; their continued strengthening of control and security in their common border territories; and their consideration to boosting their economic and social development programs in those areas.
5. Its recognition of the excellent relations between the Governments of Ecuador and Colombia and their commitment to strengthening their bilateral cooperation.

6. Its permanent commitment to strengthening peace and security in the Hemisphere in the framework of international and inter-American law; its support for the two countries’ strengthening and implementation of cooperation mechanisms, so that they may continue to combat transnational organized crime in a coordinated manner; and its encouragement of the hemispheric and global cooperation needed to confront that menace.
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