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March 10, 2008
Excellency:

I have the honor to address Your Excellency and to send you the Declaration of the Heads of State and Government of the Rio Group on the recent events between Ecuador and Colombia, adopted in Santo Domingo, the Dominican Republic, on March 7, 2008.

I would be grateful if you could kindly arrange for the attached Declaration to be distributed to all the member states, for their information.

I avail myself of the opportunity to convey to Your Excellency the assurances of my highest consideration.
Roberto Álvarez Gil
Ambassador, Permanent Representative
His Excellency
Cornelius Smith
Ambassador, Permanent Representative of the Bahamas
Chair of the Permanent Council
Organization of American States
Washington, D.C.
Declaration of the Heads of State and Government of the Rio Group
on the recent events between Ecuador and Colombia
(Final revised version, 4:50 p.m., March 7, 2008)
The Heads of State and Government of the Permanent Mechanism for Consultation and Policy Coordination – Río Group – meeting on the occasion of the XX Summit Meeting, in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, mindful of the situation prevailing between Ecuador and Colombia, have decided to issue the following Declaration:
1. The entire region views as a matter of grave concern the events that occurred on March 1, 2008, when military forces and police personnel of Colombia entered the territory of Ecuador, in the province of Sucumbíos, without the express consent of the Government of Ecuador, to carry out an operation against members of an irregular group of the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia, who were clandestinely encamped on the Ecuadorian side of the border.
2. We denounce this violation of the territorial integrity of Ecuador, and we therefore reaffirm that the territory of a state is inviolable and may not be the object, even temporarily, of military occupation or of other measures of force taken by another State, directly or indirectly, on any grounds.
3. We note, with satisfaction, the full apology that President Álvaro Uribe offered to the Government and people of Colombia, for the violation on March 1, 2008, of the territory and sovereignty of this sister nation by Colombian security forces.
4. We also acknowledge the pledge by President Álvaro Uribe, on behalf of his country, that these events will not be repeated under any circumstances, in compliance with Articles 19 and 21 of the OAS Charter.
5. We note the President Rafael Correa’s decision to receive the documentation offered by President Álvaro Uribe and which would have been reached the Government of Colombia after the events of March 1, so as to enable the Ecuadorian judicial officials to investigate possible violations of national law.
6. We also recall the principles, enshrined in international law, of respect for sovereignty, abstention from the threat or use of force, and noninterference in the internal affairs of other states, underscoring that Article 19 of the Charter of the Organization of American States stipulates that “[n]o State or group of States has the right to intervene, directly or indirectly, for any reason whatever, in the internal or external affairs of any other State. The foregoing principle prohibits not only armed force but also any other form of interference or attempted threat against the personality of the State or against its political, economic, and cultural elements.”
7. We reiterate our commitment to peaceful coexistence in the region, based on the fundamental precepts of international law contained in the charters of the United Nations and the Organization of American States, as well as in the essential purposes of the Río Group, in particular the peaceful settlement of disputes and its commitment to the preservation of peace and the joint search for solutions to conflicts affecting the region.
8. We reiterate our firm commitment to counter threats to the security of all states, arising from the action of irregular groups or criminal organizations, in particular those associated with drug-trafficking activities.  Colombia considers these criminal organizations as terrorist.
9. We support the resolution adopted by the Permanent Council of the Organization of American States on March 5, 2008.  Likewise, we express our support for the Secretary General as he carries out the responsibilities assigned to him by said resolution, namely, to head a commission that will visit both countries, traveling to the places that the parties indicate, to submit a report on its observations to the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, and to propose formulas for bringing the two nations closer together.
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We urge the parties involved to keep respectful channels of communication open and to seek formulas for easing tension.
11. Taking into account the valuable tradition of the Río Group, as a fundamental mechanism for the promotion of understanding and the search for peace in our region, we express our full support for this effort at rapprochement.  In that regard, we offer the Governments of Colombia and Ecuador the good offices of the Group to help bring about a satisfactory conclusion, to which end the Group’s Troika will pay heed to the results of the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs.
Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic
March 7, 2008
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