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The Secretariat of the Permanent Council presents its compliments to the permanent missions to the Organizaiton and has the honor to forward herewith the draft declaration entitled, “Support for the People and Government of Haiti in the Aftermath of the January 12 Massive Earthquake,” document CP/doc.4463/10, which will be considered by the Permanent Council at its meeting shceduled for Tuesday, February 9, 2010, at 10:00 a.m.


In preparation for the aforementioned meeting, the Secretariat would be grateful if the delegations would send in as soon as possible their observations on the proposed text or any suggested amendments they consider advisable.  These can be e-mailed to Estela Díaz-Ávalos at ediaz@oas.org. 
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DRAFT DECLARATION

SUPPORT FOR THE PEOPLE AND GOVERNMENT OF HAITI
IN THE AFTERMATH OF JANUARY 12 MASSIVE EARTHQUAKE

THE PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES,

DEEPLY SADDENED by the severity of the disaster caused by the earthquake that struck Haiti on January 12, which resulted in the tremendous loss of lives and property damage;

RECOGNIZING the unprecedented outpouring of hemispheric and international solidarity for the people of Haiti in the wake of this disaster;

REAFFIRMING the need for continuous and coordinated engagement in the relief and reconstruction efforts; and

UNDERSCORING the importance of a steady inflow of financial and technical resources to spur recovery, reconstruction and disaster risk reduction efforts in Haiti,

DECLARES:

1. Its strong support for the Government and people of Haiti in their relief and reconstruction efforts in the aftermath of this disaster.

2. That it is essential to accompany the Haitian authorities in maintaining political stability, and governance, strengthening institutions, and in promoting socio​economic development.

3. That the Organization of American States (OAS) will support the Haitian authorities in their efforts to promote dialogue with all the sectors in society and to address the relevant political, social and economic issues.

4. That the OAS will continue to collaborate and coordinate with its partners in full respect for the sovereignty of Haiti.

5. Its readiness to take all necessary steps to mobilize resources in support of the recovery and reconstruction efforts in Haiti.
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That pursuant to Resolution AG/RES. 2487 (XXXIX-O/09), the OAS will mainstream disaster mitigation and reduction in its activities in Haiti; and will work on the basis of the priorities established by the Haitian Government to focus immediate attention on the revival of the education and health sectors, while promoting investment, job creation, trade, tourism, and sustainable infrastructure development.
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