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The Secretary of the Permanent Council presents his compliments to the Permanent Representatives of the member states, and is pleased to advise them that the Chair has convened an informal meeting of the Council for Thursday, July 12, 2012, at 3:00 p.m., in the Simón Bolívar Room, to continue consideration of the methodology for implementation of the mandates contained in General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2761 (XLII-O/12), "Follow-up on the recommendations contained in the Report of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights." 

Attached hereto as Appendix II, for the information of the delegations, is a brief summary of the meeting held on July 3, 2012 with the Regional Coordinators and other delegation, concerning the topic.

Appendix I
ORDER OF BUSINESS
Date:
Thursday, July 12, 2012
Time:
3:00 p.m. 
Place:
Simón Bolívar Room
Continued consideration of the working methods for implementation of the mandates contained in General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2761 (XLII-O/12) “Follow-up on the recommendations contained in the Report of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.” (CP/doc.4787/12)
Appendix II:
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WORKING DOCUMENT 
S/C
5 July 2012
Record of the meeting of Regional Coordinators (expanded)
held on July 3, 2012
The Meeting of Regional Coordinators, held on July 3, 2012 and open to participation by all delegations, was convened to continue consideration of the topic "AG/RES.2761 (XLII-O/12), Follow-up on the recommendations contained in the Report of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights," which began at the regular meeting of the Permanent Council on June 28, 2012.
Ambassador Diego Pary Rodríguez, Permanent Representative of Bolivia and Chair of the Permanent Council, presided over the meeting, which drew participation from the Coordinator of the ALADI Group, Ambassador Andrés González, Permanent Representative of Colombia; and the Coordinator of the SICA Group, Ambassador Denis Moncada, Permanent Representative of Nicaragua.  There was also participation by representatives of the delegations of Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador,  Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Panama, Peru, Trinidad and Tobago, United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela. The General Secretariat was represented by the Chief of Staff of the Secretary General, Ambassador Hugo de Zela, and the Chief of Staff of the Assistant Secretary General, Ms. Carmen Lucía de la Pava.
In calling the meeting to order, Ambassador Pary explained that it was intended to continue consideration of certain methodology options for implementation of General Assembly resolution AG/RES.2761 (XLII-O/12), which had been mentioned at the regular meeting of the Permanent Council. In that regard, he noted that the meeting was aimed at coming up with a preliminary collective approach on possible options for pursuing the task entrusted to the Permanent Council.
The representatives of Nicaragua, Colombia, Guatemala, Canada, United States, Nicaragua, Brazil, Uruguay, Jamaica, Haiti, Ecuador, and Mexico spoke about the mandate given, its area of execution, the working methods that could be adopted, and a possible timeline for the the tasks to be accomplished.  Outlined below are some of the proposals put forward:
· The need to define the forum, the institutional framework within which the work would be pursued – define where.
· Most delegations argued that the work should be undertaken by the Permanent Council itself, through regular, informal, and dynamic meetings.
· A few delegations felt that a Permanent Council working group should be set up to carry out the task, while others felt that the task could very well be carried out by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs.
· Some countries considered it appropriate for different formats to be defined for the different issues addressed in the Report of the Working Group, depending on the nature of each issue. It was noted, for example, that forums such as panel discussions and workshops should be encouraged, to bring together experts as well as audiences with users of the human rights system. 
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The importance of defining a concrete working agenda was underscored. This would include a clearly-defined schedule of activities setting deadlines for decisions to be taken as well as specific objectives to be achieved
· The participating delegations agreed that while the dialogue must involve the various actors, the final decision rests with the member states. 
· Some delegations noted that care should be taken to not repeat processes already undertaken with respect to aspects that are already advanced and, accordingly, the majority agreed that the General Assembly's mandate was clear: to submit to the General Assembly proposals for implementing the recommendations contained in the Report of the Special Working Group.
· Some delegations noted the importance of defining what role the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) would have in the process to be embarked on, and that it had to be an active role. It was further noted that it would be useful for the IACHR to be contacted once the new Executive Secretary is in place. The Executive Secretary, along with the Commissioners, could be consulted on how they could help move the work forward.
· All delegations agreed that the first order of business was to establish the working methods, which must be approved by the Permanent Council.
· The Secretariat offered to produce preliminary draft working methods based on the suggestions put forward.
In concluding the meeting, the Chair said it had served to come up with a preliminary approach on the subject matter. He further noted that, after reviewing the various arguments concerning the methodology to undertake the tasks entrusted to the Permanent Council, he would convene an informal meeting of the Permanent Council. He also instructed the Secretariat to prepare a summary of the presentations made at the meeting.
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