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NOTE FROM THE VICE CHAIR AND ACTING CHAIR OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL ASKING THE SECRETARY GENERAL TO CANCEL THE CONVOCATION OF A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL FOR THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2014
BOLIVARIAN GOVERNMENT OF VENEZUELA
MINISTRY OF PEOPLE’S POWER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS
PERMANENT MISSION OF THE BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA
TO THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
Washington, D.C., February 25, 2014

II.2.E8.D-OEA.10-43

Mr. Secretary General:


In my capacity as Vice Chair and Acting Chair of the Permanent Council of the OAS, I hereby instruct that the convocation of the special meeting of the Permanent Council for Thursday, February 27 at 9:30 a.m. be canceled, because the convocation was issued in the absence of the Chair, Ambassador Pedro Vergés Ciman, thereby contravening Article 6 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council:
“In the event of the temporary absence or impediment of the chair, the vice chair shall serve as chair; and in the event of the absence or impediment of both, the principal representative with the greatest seniority shall preside.”

Accordingly, any convocation would be incumbent upon the Vice Chair of the Permanent Council, which in this case is Venezuela.

Attached is a copy of document CP/INF.6869/14 of February 21, 2014, entitled “Absence of the Chair of the OAS Permanent Council Away from OAS Headquarters (February 22-26, 2014).”
I would be grateful for this communication to be brought to the attention of all the permanent missions accredited to the Organization of American States.


Sincerely,


Roy Chaderton Matos


Vice Chair and Acting Chair of the Permanent Council of the OAS


Permanent Representative of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela

His Excellency

José Miguel Insulza

Secretary General
Organization of American States

cc. Secretariat of the Permanent Council

Permanent Missions accredited to the OAS

Attachment: see above
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February 21, 2014

His Excellency

José Miguel Insulza

Secretary General

Organization of American States

Washington, D.C.

Excellency:


I have the honor to address Your Excellency to let you know that I will be away from headquarters from February 22 to 26, 2014.


Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration.


Pedro Vergés Ciman


Ambassador, Permanent Representative of


the Dominican Republic to the


Organization of American States


Chair of the Permanent Council

Chairs and Vice-Chairs of the Permanent Council1/
January - December 2014

	
THREE-MONTH PERIOD 

	
MEMBER STATES

	
POSTS


	January to March
	Dominican Republic
Venezuela
	Chair
Vice Chair

	April to June
	Saint and Nevis 
Uruguay
	Chair
Vice Chair

	July to September
	Saint Lucia
United States
	Chair
Vice Chair

	October to December
	Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Trinidad and Tobago
	Chair
Vice Chair
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Antigua and Barbuda
Argentina

The Bahamas
Barbados

Belize

Bolivia

Brazil

Canada

Chile

Colombia

Costa Rica

Cuba

Dominica

Dominican Republic
Ecuador

El Salvador

Grenada

Guatemala

Guyana

Haiti

Honduras

Jamaica

Mexico

Nicaragua

Panama

Paraguay

Peru

Saint Kitts and Nevis
Saint Lucia

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Suriname

Trinidad and Tobago
United States of America
Uruguay

Venezuela



Article 5 of the Statutes of the Permanent Council provides:  The office of Chair of the Permanent Council shall be held by each of the principal representatives in turn, following the alphabetical order in Spanish of the names of their respective countries.  Article 6 provides:  The Chair and Vice Chair shall hold office for a term of three months.  These terms shall begin automatically on the first day of each quarter of the calendar year.  Article 7 provides:  In the event of the temporary absence or disability of the Chair, the Vice Chair shall replace him/her and, in the event of the absence or disability of both of them, the principal representative of greatest seniority shall preside.  If for any reason the country to which the Chair corresponds does not have a principal representative, the Vice Chair shall serve as Chair until a principal representative of that country joins the Council.  If during a term or part thereof a country to which the Chair or Vice Chair corresponds does not have a principal representative, that term shall not be interrupted.  Once it has ended, the Chair or Vice Chair shall go to the following country, in accordance with the order established in Article 5.
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