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COMMUNIQUÉ OF THE FIRST MEETING OF THE COMMISSION OF
 THE MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF UNASUR
[Note from the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Suriname in its capacity of Pro Tempore President of the Union of South American Nations (UNASUR)]
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COMMUNIQUÉ OF THE FIRST MEETING OF THE UNASUR CHANCELLORS COMMISSION
On March 25 and 26, 2014, the First UNASUR Meeting of the Commission of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, which was constituted by Resolution 02/2014, adopted in Santiago de Chili, took place in Caracas, Venezuela, with the objective to  accompany, support and  promote a comprehensive and constructive political dialogue in the country.
The Commission expressed its gratitude to the Venezuelan Government for having facilitated all the requested meetings. In addition, the Committee expressed its gratefulness and appreciation for the active participation during the meetings that were held.
During its first visit to Venezuela the Commission was received by H.E. Nicolás Maduro Moros, President of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela. Meetings were also held with the Political and Economic Committees of the National Peace Conference (Conferencia Nacional de Paz). Representatives of the governing and opposition parties participated in those meetings, as well as representatives of the production sector and economic organizations of the country. They also met with leaders of political parties that make up the GPP (Gran Polo Patriotico) and MUD (Mesa de Unidad Democratica) organizations, Attorney General / Public Ministry, the Supreme Court of Justice and the ombudsman's office; with the Apostolic Nuncio and representatives of various religious denominations; and with human rights organizations and student leaders.
The complete list of all those participating in meetings with the Committee will be available shortly on the website of the UNASUR General Secretariat.
The Commission has noted the availability and willingness of all sectors to participate in the dialogue. These sectors have expressed the need to moderate the language being used, in order to create a peaceful environment which encourages conversations between the current government and various political, economic and social entities in the country.
Furthermore, the Commission has recognized that all sectors express a resounding rejection of the lamentable recent acts of violence, thereby condemning any attempt of rupture of the democratic order, and emphasizing their commitment to all human rights. Accordingly, the Commission considers that a commitment must be made to put an end to all violent actions in Venezuela.
The Commission recognizes the openness and willingness of the President of the Republic to accept the recommendations that were made, and in particular welcomes the willingness to agree to a testament of good faith which would facilitate the dialogue between all the parties.
To give continuity to this process initiated by UNASUR, the Commission will proceed with other meetings shortly and with a smaller group of Ministers of Foreign Affairs.
A report of the Commission’s first visit will be presented to the Council of Ministers of Foreign Affairs by the Pro Tempore President.
The Chancellors reaffirm their strong support of democracy, highlighting the collective willingness to support a process of broad and respectful dialogue, taking into account the National Peace Conference, and reiterate their condemnation of any attempt to rupture the constitutional order.

Caracas, March 26, 2014
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