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COMPLAINT ABOUT THE CONDUCT OF BRITISH MILITARY EXERCISES IN THE SOUTH ATLANTIC BETWEEN APRIL 14 AND 27, WHICH INCLUDE THE LAUNCHING OF MISSILES FROM THE MALVINAS ISLANDS
(Note from the Permanent Mission of Argentina requesting
its distribution to the member states)
PERMANENT MISSION OF THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC
TO THE 
ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES 
OEA 159

Washington, D.C., April 11, 2014

Dear Mr. Secretary General,


I am pleased to write to you to provide you with an advance copy of a note addressed to you by the Minister of Foreign Relations and Worship, Mr. Héctor Timerman, dated April 11, 2014, in which a complaint is lodged against the conduct of British military exercises in the South Atlantic between April 14 and 27, which include the launching of missiles from the Malvinas Islands. The original text of the note will be transmitted to you as soon as it is available.


In this connection, I would be very grateful if you would arrange to have the attached note distributed to the member states.


Accept, Mr. Secretary General, renewed assurances of my highest and most distinguished consideration.

Nilda Garré


Ambassador


Permanent Representative 

Secretary General of the

Organization of American States 

Mr. José Miguel Insulza

Washington, D.C.
MINISTER OF FOREIGN RELATIONS AND WORSHIP

Buenos Aires, April 11, 2014

Dear Mr. Secretary General,

I have the honor to address you to refer to the conduct of military exercises by the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, which include the launching of missiles from the Malvinas Islands, scheduled for between April 14 and 27, 2014. This situation generates unnecessary and unjustified tension in the South Atlantic, which the legitimate states that border that ocean have declared a zone of peace and in which they have likewise prohibited the introduction of nuclear weapons.

As you know, the Argentine Republic has repeatedly denounced the militarization of the South Atlantic before the international community. In this regard, on February 14, 2012, the Argentine Republic made a presentation to the Secretary-General of the United Nations, the President of the Security Council, and the President of the General Assembly in which it expressed its concern about the British military deployment, which included the displacement to the South Atlantic of nuclear submarines capable of carrying nuclear weapons. 

As early as October 2010, the Argentine Republic alerted the International Maritime Organization to the fact that similar exercises were being conducted, and the matter was considered within that organization. Nonetheless, the United Kingdom continued carrying out exercises of this type, the most recent that Argentina became aware of taking place in April 2013.


The conduct of missile exercises in no way contributes to settling the sovereignty dispute and once again poses a challenge to the international community’s mandate to get the United Kingdom to resume negotiations to achieve a peaceful and definitive resolution of the controversy, in keeping with the Charter of the United Nations and the relevant resolutions of that organization on the Question of the Malvinas.


Said exercises come in addition to a long series of unilateral measures taken by the United Nations in violation of Resolution 31/49 of the United Nations General Assembly, which calls upon the two parties to refrain from introducing unilateral modifications in the situation while the negotiation process recommended by that body is pending, which also include the implementation of illegitimate activities involving exploration and exploitation of renewable and nonrenewable natural resources in Argentine maritime space.
Secretary General of the

Organization of American States 

Mr. José Miguel Insulza

Washington, D.C.


Argentina considers inadmissible this new unilateral British action that simply confirms that its force alone justifies its illegitimate presence in the South Atlantic, reflecting its disdain for the positions expressed by the international community and, in particular, for the concerns voiced by the region as a whole, through numerous declarations by the Southern Cone Common Market (MERCOSUR) and the Union of South American Nations (UNASUR), as well as by the Ibero-American Summit, the Summit of South American and Arab Countries (ASPA) and, recently, at the Ministerial Meeting of the Zone of Peace and Cooperation of the South Atlantic, held in Montevideo in January 2013.

These repeated British military exercises in the South Atlantic underscore the pressing need for the United Kingdom to fulfill the obligations incumbent on it as a member state of the United Nations and, in particular, as a permanent member of the Security Council and to agree to resume negotiations in order to achieve a peaceful and definitive solution to the sovereignty dispute, in accordance with the relevant United Nations resolutions on the Question of the Malvinas.
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The Naval Hydrographic Service of the Argentine Republic, after having assessed the gravity of the navigation security risks involved in the British exercises, and in the context of its obligations and responsibilities as coordinator of NAVAREA VI, which covers the Southwestern Atlantic Ocean, immediately issued a marine radio warning, expressly reserving Argentina’s sovereignty rights over the Malvinas Islands, South Georgia, and the South Sandwich Islands and the surrounding maritime areas.

The Argentine Government protested to the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland about the conduct of the aforementioned military exercises, demanding that it refrain from carrying them out. Similarly, this situation has been brought to the attention of the Secretary-General and the Special Committee on Decolonization of the United Nations; the secretaries general of the International Maritime Organization (IMO), the Union of South American Nations (UNASUR), the Ibero-American Summit, and the Arab League; and the chairs pro tempore of the Zone of Peace and Cooperation of the South Atlantic (ZPCAS), MERCOSUR, the Community of Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC), and the Group of 77 and China; as well as the Chairperson of the African Union Commission.


The Argentine Republic reaffirms its sovereignty rights over the Malvinas Islands, South Georgia, and the South Sandwich Islands and the surrounding maritime areas, which constitute an integral part of its national territory; reiterates once again its permanent, ongoing readiness to negotiate in accordance with United Nations provisions; and requests that this note be distributed to the members of that organization.

Yours very truly,


Hector Timerman


Minister of Foreign Relations and Worship
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