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NOTE FROM THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND WORSHIP OF THE 
ARGENTINE REPUBLIC TO THE OAS SECRETARY GENERAL CONCERNING 
A NOTE CIRCULATED AMONG THE OAS MEMBER STATES, RECEIVED FROM THE PERMANENT OBSERVER OF THE UNITED KINGDOM TO THE ORGANIZATION REGARDING THE SOVEREIGNTY DISPUTE BETWEEN THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC
 AND THE UNITED KINGDOM OVER THE MALVINAS ISLANDS, THE SOUTH GEORGIAS AND SOUTH SANDWICH ISLANDS AND THE SURROUNDING MARITIME AREAS
MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND WORSHIP
Buenos Aires, May 14, 2014

MR. SECRETARY GENERAL:

I am writing to you in reference to a note circulated among the OAS member states from the Permanent Observer of the United Kingdom to the OAS concerning the sovereignty dispute between the Argentine Republic and the United Kingdom over the Malvinas Islands, the South Georgias and South Sandwich Islands and the surrounding maritime areas.

The note from the Permanent Observer of the United Kingdom replicates the note that, at the Argentine Republic’s request, was circulated within the Organization last April 11, in connection with the military exercises that the United Kingdom conducted that month on the Malvinas Islands.

I would begin by observing that the circulation of the document from the United Kingdom oversteps the uses and practices of participation by permanent observer states.  I would like to remind you of the opinion prepared by the Assistant Secretary for Legal Affairs of the OAS which advised against distributing to the member states, by way of the Permanent Council or the General Secretariat, a note from the United Kingdom concerning the Question of the Malvinas Islands.  On April 12, 2000 that opinion was forwarded to the Permanent Observer of the United Kingdom, by note of then Secretary General César Gaviria.

Furthermore, the note that now concerns us exacerbates the injury as its purpose is to air arguments favorable to military exercises designed against an OAS member state, thereby reiterating London’s unfounded claim to part of Argentine territory, while at the same time ignoring that every year, the OAS General Assembly reaffirms that the sovereignty dispute is an “enduring hemispheric concern” and urges a resumption of negotiations between Argentina and the United Kingdom to arrive at a peaceful solution to the controversy.

One has to ask oneself, then, what role is London assigning to its Permanent Observer to the OAS, since it is only too happy to use the Organization as a platform for circulating its positions, while at the same time routinely ignoring the Organization’s decisions.  This behavior on the part of the United Kingdom can be traced to the differing interpretations that we two countries have of the role of international organizations.  For Argentina, the important function they serve is to promote the peaceful settlement of disputes; the United Kingdom, for its part, prizes impassioned rhetoric over conformance, even within the UN from its position as a permanent member of the Security Council.

Mr. Secretary General

José Miguel Insulza

Organization of American States
Washington, D.C.

As for the contents of the note circulated, it dismisses Argentina’s concern over the British military presence in the South Atlantic, but says nothing about the size of the British forces posted there or the strategic relevance of the islands in the United Kingdom’s deployment of global power.  The British military base on the Malvinas Islands is the largest below the 50th parallel South and has an important command center and an electronic intelligence base that enables it to monitor naval and air traffic in the South Atlantic.  Its resources include fourth generation fighter planes equipped with missiles capable of reaching much of the Southern Cone, and a major naval fleet that includes a type 23 frigate and a submarine capable of carrying nuclear weaponry.
The Argentine Republic’s concern about the British military projection into our region is shared by the other countries within it, as successive declarations of MERCOSUR, UNASUR, the Ibero-American Summit, the Summit of South American and Arab Countries (ASPA) and the South Atlantic Zone of Peace and Cooperation have made clear.
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In view of the foregoing, it seems unnecessary to reiterate the importance and sensitivity that the Question has for the Government and people of Argentina.  This once again makes the point that the dispute has a direct impact on the region.  It is therefore imperative that this year the OAS renew once again its traditional appeal to the United Kingdom to resume the negotiations over the sovereignty issue.

Given what has been said, Argentina would be grateful if the Secretariat would act as quickly as possible to correct the error that prompted this note by taking the British document out of circulation.  Accordingly Argentina would ask that the links to download the digital version be deactivated.  I am also requesting that this note be circulated among the permanent representatives to the Organization.

Please accept the renewed assurances of my highest consideration.


Hector Timerman


Minister of Foreign Affairs and Worship
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