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The Permanent Mission of the Argentine Republic to the Organization of American States is pleased to address the General Secretariat and attach hereto the “Special Declaration of the States Parties and Associate States of Mercosur on the Situation of the Central American Migrant Children and Adolescents held on the Southern Border of the United States of America” adopted at MERCOSUR’s Consultation and Political Consensus-Building Forum, held in Buenos Aires on October 6 and 7, 2014.


The General Secretariat is kindly requested to distribute the aforementioned document among the member states of the Organization.


The Permanent Mission of the Argentine Republic to the Organization of American States avails itself of this opportunity to convey to the General Secretariat the assurances of its highest consideration.

Washington, D.C., October 16, 2014

To the General Secretariat of the

  Organization of American States
Washington, D.C.

SPECIAL DECLARATION OF THE STATES PARTIES AND ASSOCIATE STATES OF MERCOSUR ON THE SITUATION OF THE CENTRAL AMERICAN MIGRANT CHILDREN AND ADOLESCENTS HELD ON THE SOUTHERN BORDER 
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

The States Parties and Associate State of MERCOSUR, pursuant to the Special Communiqué adopted at the XXXVI Summit of Heads of State and Government, held in Caracas, Venezuela, on July 29, 2014, reiterate their profound concern at the plight of the Central American, accompanied and unaccompanied, migrant children and adolescents held on the southern border of the United States.
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They call upon the U.S. authorities to attach priority to family reunion as a guarantee of the wellbeing of the migrant children and adolescents, without prejudice to other measures aimed at ensuring the exercise of human rights, in accordance with the procedures established to that end on the basis of due process and the standards of international law, and to grant equal treatment to accompanied and unaccompanied children pursuant to the right to equal treatment and the best interest of the accompanied and unaccompanied children and adolescents.

They ratify the stand taken by the countries of MERCOSUR in various international forums with respect to the human rights of migrant children and adolescents, particularly the ban on detaining accompanied and unaccompanied children and adolescents for migration-related reasons.

They reiterate the importance of collaboration on the part of the Government of the United States of America, multilateral organizations, and the international community in general with the efforts of El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras aimed at discouraging irregular migration.

They express their support  for implementation of the Regional Plan of El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras to form an “Alliance for the Prosperity of the Northern Triangle,” regarding medium- and long-term measures to address the structural causes of irregular migration through a more dynamic productive sector capable of generating economic opportunities, the development of opportunities for human capital, improved citizen security, access to justice, and the strengthening of citizen’s trust in the State.

Buenos Aires, October 7, 2014
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