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These guidelines take into consideration the existing rules, the practice, and the comments made by the delegations in previous meetings. They will apply only for the meeting of the Permanent Council in which candidates for the position of Secretary General and Assistant Secretary General of the OAS will make their public presentation and not for the meeting of the General Assembly in which the election will take place.

· There will be two separate sessions of the Permanent Council: 

· On February 18th, candidates for the position of Secretary General of the OAS will make their public presentations. 

· On March 4th, candidates for the position of Assistant Secretary General of the OAS will make their public presentations.

· The session of the Permanent Council will start in the morning and will continue in the afternoon of the same day. All candidates will make their presentations separately during that session. During the morning, one candidate will make his presentation, while in the afternoon the second candidate will make his presentation. The Session is projected on the basis of two existing candidatures for the position of Secretary General and Assistant Secretary General.

· The order in which candidates will make their presentations will be drawn by lot by the Chair during a previous meeting of the Permanent Council.

· Each candidate will have a maximum period of 30 minutes to make his/her presentation. 

· Immediately after the 30 minute presentation, member States will have 5 minutes each to take the floor for a question and answer session (1 minute for questions and 4 minutes for the candidate to answer). This segment will take approximately two hours and will be devoted to a dialogue with each candidate. 

· Each candidate will have 10 minutes for closing remarks.

· No decisions are intended to be made during that session of the Permanent Council.
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