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OF THE OAS PERMANENT COUNCIL
JULY 6, 2015
Outgoing Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Neil Parsan, Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago;

Outgoing Vice Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Pedro Vergés, Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic;

Incoming Vice Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Juan Federico Jiménez, Permanent Representative of Peru; 

Secretary General Dr. Luis Almagro;

Assistant Secretary General Ambassador Albert Ramdin;

Distinguished Permanent Representatives;

Members of the Permanent Missions;

OAS staff members;

Friends all,

A very good morning to you.

Let me start by thanking you for being here today. I must also thank my predecessor in the Permanent Council Chair, Ambassador Neil Parsan, Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago; and outgoing Vice Chair, Ambassador Pedro Verges, Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic.

Today, we formally assume the Permanent Council chairmanship for July to September 2015, during which period I will be supported by the Permanent Representative of Peru, Ambassador Federico Jiménez, as Vice Chair.

I take it as an honor and a duty to be at the helm of the Permanent Council of the world's oldest regional Organization – which spans the largest geographic area and provides a common meeting place for Latin America, the Caribbean, the United States, and Canada.

This is a special moment for the OAS – with the new Strategic Vision, a new Secretary General, a historic Summit of the Americas, and the Organization's recently-held regular General Assembly session.

Among the issues that lie ahead, we should note:
· The preparation for the special session of the General Assembly, which must be held no later than October 30 this year, to consider and adopt the program-budget of the Organization.
· The farewell for the Assistant Secretary General, Ambassador Albert Ramdin, and the inauguration of Ambassador Nestor Méndez as Assistant Secretary General.

· The Permanent Council will distribute among its standing committees and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) the mandates from the forty-fifth regular session of the General Assembly, as well as ongoing mandates from previous years.

· The Council will also install its standing committees and elect their officers.
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Work will continue on implementation of the resolution adopted recently by the forty-fifth regular session of the OAS General Assembly, entitled "Modernization and Reorganization of the General Secretariat in accordance with the Strategic Vision for the Organization and for Strengthening of the Inter-American System."
· We will also pursue the corresponding efforts related to the Strategic Vision of the Organization.

· And, we are committed to working and collaborating on other issues of particular importance to the Organization, mindful of its duties and functions.

In his novel "The Alchemist," Paulo Coelho says that “It's precisely the possibility of having a dream come true that makes life interesting.”
Hopefully, we can rise to the occasion – all of us working together to make this Organization better and better each day, in the interest of development for our citizens and to achieve what the Secretary General calls "more rights for more people."
I pledge to give of my very best, and remain committed to dialogue so that, together, we can to the best of our ability pursue the functions and responsibilities that we are assuming today.

Thank you very much.
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