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MEMBERSHIP AND OFFICERS OF THE COMMITTEES AND WORKING GROUPS
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, THE MEETING OF CONSULTATION,

AND THE PERMANENT COUNCIL
I. GENERAL ASSEMBLY
· PREPARATORY COMMITTEE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
Chair:  The Chair of the Permanent Council
Vice Chair:  The Vice Chair of the Permanent Council
One representative of each member state
· Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters
Chair:  Colombia

Ambassador Camilo Ospina

Working Group to Prepare the Draft Resolution on the Program-Budget for 2009

Chair:  United States

J. Robert Manzanares

Working Group to Review the Proposed Program-Budget for 2009

Chair:  Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

Frank Clark

· Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure
Chair:  Colombia

Ambassador Camilo Ospina
II. MEETINGS OF CONSULTATION OF MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
· TWENTY-FOURTH MEETING OF CONSULTATION OF MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
Chair:  Brazil
Celso Amorim
Minister of Foreign Affairs
· Committee on Follow-up on the Twenty-fourth Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs (Rio Treaty)
Chair: Brazil
[Open to the states parties to the Inter-American Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance (Rio Treaty)]
· TWENTY-FIFTH MEETING OF CONSULTATION OF MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
Chair:  Dominican Republic

Carlos Morales Troncoso

Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs
III. PERMANENT COUNCIL
CHAIRS AND VICE CHAIRS – 2008
/
January to March
Chair:  Bahamas 
Vice Chair:  Panama
April to June
Chair:  Barbados
Vice Chair:  Nicaragua
July to September
Chair:  Belize
Vice Chair:  Mexico
October to December
Chair:  Bolivia
Vice Chair:  Jamaica
WORKING GROUPS
· Ad Hoc Group to Prepare the Program to Commemorate the Birth of the Liberator Simón Bolívar
Bolivia
Colombia
Ecuador
Panama
Peru
Venezuela
PERMANENT COMMITTEES AND THEIR WORKING GROUPS
· GENERAL COMMITTEE
Chair:  The Chair of the Permanent Council

Vice Chair:  The Vice Chair of the Permanent Council

· COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS
Chair:  Dominican Republic

Ambassador Roberto Álvarez
First Vice Chair:  Argentina

Eduardo Acevedo Díaz
Second Vice Chair:  Canada

Keltie Patterson

· Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
Chair:  Bolivia
Ambassador Reynaldo Cuadros Anaya
Vice Chair:  Nicaragua

Luis Exequiel Alvarado Ramírez
· Working Group to Prepare a Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance
Chair:  Brazil
María Cristina Pereira da Silva
Vice Chair: Colombia

Juan Claudio Morales
· Working Group to Prepare an Inter-American Program for a Universal Civil Registry and “the Right to Identity”
Chair:  Mexico
Luis Javier Campuzano
First Vice Chair:  United States

Sarah Hankins

Second Vice Chair:  Nicaragua

Luis Exequiel Alvarado Ramírez
· Informal Working Group to Study the Situation of the Inter-American Indian Institute
Coordinator:  Mexico
Alonso Martínez Ruiz
· COMMITTEE ON HEMISPHERIC SECURITY
Chair:  Saint Kitts and Nevis
Ambassador Izben C. Williams
Vice Chair:  Canada
Ambassador Graeme Clark
Vice Chair:  Mexico
Ambassador Gustavo Albin
Vice Chair:  Guatemala
Otto Fernando Pérez

· Contact Group Made Up of Member States That Are Concerned or Particularly Affected by the Phenomenon of Criminal Gangs
Coordinator:  Honduras

Ambassador Carlos Sosa

Working Group to Prepare for the First Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security of the Americas

Chair: Mexico

Ambassador Gustavo Albin

· COMMITTEE ON INTER-AMERICAN SUMMITS MANAGEMENT AND CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION IN OAS ACTIVITIES
Chair:  Trinidad and Tobago
Ambassador Marina Valère
· COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATIVE AND BUDGETARY AFFAIRS
Chair:  Colombia
Ambassador Camilo Ospina
Vice Chair:  United States
Robert Manzanares
Vice Chair:  Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Frank Clarke

SPECIAL COMMITTEES

· SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON MIGRATION ISSUES

Chair:  Uruguay

Ambassador María del Luján Flores

Vice Chair:  Belize

Néstor Méndez

PERMANENT COUNCIL/CEPCIDI

· Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas

Chair:  United States

Edmund Atkins

Vice Chairs:  Canada, Uruguay, El Salvador, Grenada 

· Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI to Negotiate the Draft Declaration of Medellín: “Youth and Democratic Values”

Chair:  Colombia

Ambassador Camilo Ospina

Vice Chair:  El Salvador

Ambassador Abigaíl Castro de Pérez
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	GENERAL ASSEMBLY:
	

	
	

	Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly

	AG/CP

	Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters

	AG/CP/SUB.AAP

	Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure

	AG/CP/SUB.TP

	MEETING OF CONSULTATION:
	

	
	

	Meetings of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs


	RC

	Committee on Follow-up on the Twenty-fourth Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs (Rio Treaty)
	CS/TIAR
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PERMANENT COUNCIL:
	

	
	

	General Committee

	CP/CG

	Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs


	CP/CAJP

	Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 


	GT/DADIN

	Working Group to Prepare a Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance


	CAJP/GT/RDI

	Working Group to Prepare an Inter-American Program for a Universal Civil Registry and “the Right to Identity”

	CAJP/GT/DI

	Informal Working Group to Study the Situation of the Inter-American Indian Institute


	CAJP/GT/III

	Informal Working Group to Study the Proposal to Install Informal Working Group to Study the Proposal for the Installation in Panama of the Technical Secretariat for the Implementation of the Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities


	CAJP/GT/PADDIS

	Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs


	CP/CAAP

	Committee on Hemispheric Security


	CP/CSH

	Working Group to Prepare for the First Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security of the Americas


	CP/GT/MISPA

	Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities


	CP/CISC


	Special Committee on Migration Issues


	CE/AM

	PERMANENT COUNCIL/CEPCIDI


	

	Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas 


	GTC/CASA

	Drafting Group


	GTC/CASA/GT

	Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI to Negotiate the Draft Declaration of Medellín: “Youth and Democratic Values”
	GTC/DEM
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�.	Article 5 of the Statutes of the Permanent Council provides:  The office of Chair of the Permanent Council shall be held by each of the principal representatives in turn, following the alphabetical order in Spanish of the names of their respective countries. The office of Vice Chair shall be filled in the same way, following the reverse alphabetical order.  Article 6 provides:  The Chair and Vice Chair shall hold office for a term of three months. These terms shall begin automatically on the first day of each quarter of the calendar year.  Article 7 provides:  In the event of the temporary absence or disability of the Chair, the Vice Chair shall replace him/her and, in the event of the absence or disability of both of them, the principal representative of greatest seniority shall preside.  If for any reason the country to which the Chair corresponds does not have a principal representative, the Vice Chair shall serve as Chair until a principal representative of that country joins the Council.  If during a term or part thereof a country to which the Chair or Vice Chair corresponds does not have a principal representative, that term shall not be interrupted. Once it has ended, the Chair or Vice Chair shall go to the following country, in accordance with the order established in Article 5.
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