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Distinguished Permanent Representatives and Alternate Representatives, Permanent Observers, ladies and gentlemen:

 This year, we celebrate the 60th anniversary of the OAS. For sixty years, the OAS has been a model of Pan Americanism – the results of the foresight of citizens of the Americas with shared objectives of working to overcome poverty, protect democracy, promote peace and security, foster economic prosperity and to uphold the humanity and dignity of all our citizens. The successes of our Organization of American States is the best evidence of the shared responsibility, commitment and partnership that have transformed the spirit of Pan Americanism into a community which reflect and represents the diversity of the Americas.

As we celebrate Pan American Day, we must redouble our effort and commitment in the pursuit of these goals.  But as we look to the future, today we can reflect on the road we have traveled - we can celebrate the notable successes that have made the Organization of American States a pioneer in democracy, good governance, human rights promotion and protection, anti-mine action, giving life to an international convention on discrimination against women; and the creation of the Inter-American Democratic Charter. 

As we reflect on these successes, it is also important that we redouble our efforts to strike a more decisive blow against poverty and inequality and to make economic development an integral part of the Organization’s political discourse. 

As we look to the future, the OAS must ensure that as circumstances change, the organization retains the dynamism, foresight and capacity to evolve without losing sight of its core values, philosophy and comparative advantage.  It will be particularly important to continue to preserve the political and institutional integrity of the OAS through resolve and action and by improving institutional efficiency as well as to maintain an inclusive approach in all we undertake.  The OAS will have to be vigilant without being intrusive, responsive without being prescriptive and flexible enough to discern creative ways of promoting greater partnership and cooperation in a time of declining resources in order to meet the growing demands and expectations of the peoples of the Americas.

The essence of the Organization of American States, as enshrined in its Charter, remains to strengthen peace and security in the Hemisphere; promote and consolidate representative democracy; ensure the peaceful settlement of disputes among member states; and to seek solutions to political, juridical and economic problems.  These noble objectives are as critical and significant today, and perhaps more, than they were sixty years ago.  

I believe that it is also increasingly important for the OAS to deepen and strengthen partnerships with international and sub-regional organizations and entities. By optimizing its convening power, the OAS can serve as the catalyst for generating institutional support to address the most critical issues affecting the lives of the peoples of the Americas.  This will require reaching out even beyond the Summit of the Americas process, to integrate our action and efforts with those of the United Nations, the Association of Caribbean States, the African Union, the ASEAN; as well as sub-regional cooperation and integration systems of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM), the Central American Integration System (SICA), the MERCOSUR, the Andean Community, the Rio Group, and the most recent regional arrangement of the Community of South American Nations.  

This type of interaction will generate more frequent political dialogue and agenda-setting to promote the coalescing of agendas at the highest political levels. This, in turn, can facilitate consensus and greater unity of action in the Americas. At the same time, I believe that additional efforts will have to be made to create more synergies between these entities in order that strategic decisions taken at the highest political levels are translated and incorporated in a consistent and concrete manner in the agenda of Inter-American institutions to facilitate more effective hemispheric cooperation and integration.

The OAS has evolved into an important recognizable diplomatic and political brand. As we look towards the future, it is important to continue strengthening this brand.  But more importantly, the premium of this brand must be optimized to create greater benefits for the governments and peoples of the Americas. 
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In conclusion, I believe that the ethos of our Pan American commitment over the last sixty years has laid the foundation for the future.  In my view, the real challenge lies in our Organization’s ability to recognize shifts in political currents, social and economic undertows, emerging paradigms, and to have the foresight and flexibility to respond adequately and in a timely manner.  We must continue to work towards greater collaboration on democracy and sustainable socio-economic development; and on the kinds of engagement that foster peaceful resolution of disputes, consensus- building and cooperation across sectors in the design of participatory public policymaking and responsive buy-in from the governments and peoples of the Americas.  

Thank you.
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