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Mr. Chair, Mr. Secretary General, Ambassadors and Representatives of our sister peoples,
I come again to this forum for democracy to convey the message of my people, the message of a culture of life and of dialogue. 

Whatever the reason, the conflict, whatever the circumstance concerning us, our government will ever be willing to employ the weapons we recognize:  respect for life, respect for democracy and its institutions, and respect for dialogue, as the only path to equilibrium among the parties.

ARUSQUIPASIPXAÑANAKASAKIPUNIRAQUISPAWA

(We must always engage in dialogue, we must always communicate)
Accordingly, I wish to reiterate to you that our government, by mandate of its people and in view of the dispute that now brings us together, will always be willing to engage in dialogue–now, prior to May 4, on May 4 itself, and after May 4.

And our willingness to engage in dialogue is not new. 

It was the President of all Bolivians, Evo Morales, who on Monday, January 7 of this year, at the Government Palace, with all the different media broadcasting live throughout the country, instituted dialogue with the country’s nine prefects. 

It was Evo Morales who, after said meeting, proposed the idea of harmonization of the new draft Political Constitution of the State with the Autonomous Statutes of the departments. 

It was the President of the Republic who requested the Catholic Church to take on a role facilitating the launch of dialogue.

It was the President who, on behalf of the government, has asked whether this Council might contribute to rapprochement with the prefects to find a dialogue-based solution.

It was President Morales who convened three neighboring countries, Argentina, Brazil, and Colombia, to help us establish a forum for understanding to overcome Bolivia’s current crisis.

And it is President Evo Morales who today asks me to reiterate to you our wish to find a democratic and peaceful alternative to the crisis, based on open and frank dialogue, without preconditions, that will enable Bolivians to build a Bolivia for everyone, based on the principles governing the democratic life of our peoples.

A few days ago, last Wednesday, April 23, Secretary of Political Affairs Dante Caputo presented to you an overview of the political situation in Bolivia, based on his visits to the country.

We appreciate Ambassador Caputo’s efforts.  We consider that his report described most aptly the situation in Bolivia, and we agree with its conclusions.

We also appreciate the support for our democratic political institutional process expressed by you all upon hearing the report of the Secretary for Political Affairs.

Ambassador Caputo drew three conclusions in the report presented to you.

Firstly, he said that in Bolivia conditions for negotiation exist.  And this, in fact, is the case.  Our people do not want confrontation.  Our people reject violence.  Our people have chosen the path of dialogue.

Caputo also stated that for reasons of political convenience, the conditions for negotiation are at an impasse.  This too is true.  Small power groups have never been willing to let an Indian govern them, from the day President Morales took office.

Thirdly, Ambassador Caputo has indicated that this impasse and the current tense environment may lead to confrontation and violence.  And, again, this is the unfortunate truth.  If the consultation on the Autonomous Statute of Santa Cruz takes place on May 4, there is genuine risk of confrontation among citizens of Santa Cruz and among Bolivians, since many civil society organizations and several institutions have signaled their rejection of such consultation, arguing that it is unlawful.
I wish also to say that President Morales’ administration does not oppose autonomies; it is in full agreement with them.  We seek constitutional and lawful autonomy that builds unity in my country.  
Ambassador Caputo has also said, not in the context of his three conclusions, but rather as his personal view, that in Bolivia “the argument is over power, a power struggle.”  I underscore this phrase because it is resoundingly and undeniably true.
And I do so because I wish to note that the power contested and disputed today in Bolivia is something that the Bolivian people, its indigenous peoples and small farmers, have won; power DEMOCRATICALLY AND PEACEFULLY won.

And I emphasize this because what is happening in Bolivia constitutes a genuine conspiracy against such democratically-won power, since what is at stake in Bolivia is constitutionality and the lawfulness of such democratically-won and constituted power.  And this, as Ambassador Caputo surely wished to say, is a topic for debate in this forum for democracy, one on which it must take a position.

I return to Ambassador Caputo’s three conclusions:  if conditions for negotiation exist in Bolivia; if in Bolivia specific political interests are blocking negotiations; and if this impasse may lead to confrontation and violence, then those blocking negotiations must take responsibility for the consequences of the violence and confrontation among Bolivians that may ensue.

Mr. Chair, Mr. Secretary General, brother and sister representatives, this democratic forum–in the framework of its responsibilities arising under the Inter-American Democratic Charter and in the wisdom of each and every one of you–must insist on the preservation of our democratic institutions and the rule of law.

And I cite the Inter-American Democratic Charter, because it is absolutely clear in stating that when one of our countries considers that its democratic political institutional process or its legitimate exercise of power is at risk, it may request assistance from this Permanent Council or the OAS Secretary General.
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It is incumbent upon you, brothers and sisters, to assess the facts and the situation, and to justify the existence of this forum for democracy. 
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