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In resolution AG/RES. 2056 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to jointly prepare a draft Social Charter of the Americas and a Plan of Action which includes the principles of social development and establishes specific goals and targets that reinforce the existing instruments of the OAS on democracy, integral development, and the fight against poverty.
The importance of the Social Charter initiative was emphasized by the Heads of State and Government, gathered at the Fourth Summit of the Americas, held in Mar del Plata, Argentina, in November 2005. In this meeting they encouraged “the work of the OAS in drafting the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action, whose principles and objectives will be directed towards the achievement by member states of societies that offer all of our citizens more opportunities to benefit from sustainable development with equity and social inclusion.” They also supported and promoted “the work now under way in the OAS, to conclude successfully the negotiation of the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action.” 

To carry out this task, the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI established the Joint Working Group, whose work began in September 2005.  In resolutions AG/RES. 2139 (XXXV-O/05) , AG/RES. 2241 (XXXVI-O/06), AG/RES. 2278 (XXXVII-O/07)  the Assembly reiterated said mandate to the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI. 


On September 21, 2007, Ambassador Denis G. Antoine, Permanent Representative of Grenada, was elected Chair of the Working Group and its Drafting Group. At the start of the new period, the Chair proposed a methodology to facilitate consensus and to preclude unnecessary layers of deliberations. Thus, the Chair proposed, and the Joint working group agreed to eliminate the Drafting Group and to continue deliberations on the Draft Social Charter and its Draft Plan of Action at the level of the Joint Working Group. Furthermore, regarding the Plan of Action the Chair proposed that it would be produced upon the achievement of a draft Social Charter, the delegations also agreed on this proposal.  


The Group met 14 times between October 4, 2007 and March 31, 2008.  During these meetings the Group finished the discussions on Chapter II of the Social Charter “Inclusive and Equitable Economic Development,” which contains 12 paragraphs within 6 articles. Themes such as economic development with social justice, promotion of decent work, the role of micro, small, and medium –sized enterprise, the importance of property rights system for economic development were contemplated in this Chapter.


Furthermore, on February 6, 2008 the Joint Working Group started the negotiations on Chapter III on Social Development. For this purpose, the Technical Secretariat presented the document “Proposal for Chapter III of the Operative Section of the Social Charter of the Americas” GTC/CASA/doc.54/07.  In addition to this proposal the delegations of Canada, the United States of America and the “Group of Seven” (Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Uruguay and Nicaragua, Venezuela) presented their proposals for this Chapter.  The proposals for Chapter three include themes such as family, non discrimination, health, education, environment among others. Upon the conclusion of the term of the Chair, the Joint Working Group discussed articles 1,2,3,4 and 5 of this Chapter.


The methodology engaged by the Chair for achieving these positive results involved an average of three formal meetings per month, and informal meetings in small groups as necessary. The Chair encouraged small informal meetings, facilitated by the Chair and the Secretariat, in order to build and strengthen consensus on those paragraphs on which it was not possible to find consensus in the formal meetings.  
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Additionally, the methodology allowed a set time to member states to consult with their capitals and other delegations (including delegations with objections), meeting with the Chair and the Secretariat, and report to the next meeting of the Working Group with alternative text/language for the Group’s consideration.  

In conclusion, I am very pleased of the progress that the Joint Working Group on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas was able to achieve during my mandate. I wish to thank the Vice Chairs of the Joint Working Group and each and every one of the delegates who participated so actively in the meetings for their contributions, open-mindedness, and spirit of commitment to the draft Social Charter of the Americas. I would also like to thank the General Secretariat staff for their ongoing support of the Group’s activities--the interpreters, translators, and room attendants.

I look forward to the conclusion of the drafting of the Social Charter of the Americas as a fulfillment of the mandate expressed by our Heads of State and Governments at the Fifth Summit of the Americas in Mar del Plata, Argentina.  Indeed, the conclusion of the Social Charter will effectively reinforce the existing instruments of the Organization of the American States on democracy, integral development, and the fight against poverty.

In order to do so it is my hope that all member states would accept their commitment to participate fully in the process, and when necessary accept willingly to chair the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI in keeping with the agreed upon rotation.  This continuity will reflect that the preparation of a Social Charter of the Americas at this time of social and economic crisis constitutes as serious a statement of commitment to the peoples of the Americas as did the Inter-American Democratic Charter when it was proclaimed at a time of crisis.
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