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NOTE FROM THE PERMANENT MISSION OF GUATEMALA SUBMITTING A DRAFT RESOLUTION “FUND FOR PEACE:  PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT OF TERRITORIAL DISPUTES” FOR CONSIDERATION BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

AT ITS THIRTY-NINTH REGULAR SESSION
PERMANENT MISSION OF GUATEMALA
TO THE
ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES

M12-OEA-F.1.4/LM/263/09

Washington, D.C., May 21, 2009
Excellency:

I have the honor to address Your Excellency to request, through your good offices, that you inform member states that the Government of Guatemala will present a draft resolution “Fund For Peace: Peaceful Settlement of Territorial Disputes” to the General Assembly for consideration at its thirty-ninth regular session, to be held in San Pedro Sula, Honduras, from June 1 to 3, 2009.

In that regard I wish to advise that the draft resolution, a copy of which is attached hereto, will be presented to the General Assembly in accordance with corresponding procedures and will be considered under item 45 on the draft agenda approved by the Preparatory Committee (document AG/doc.4889/09), “Confidence- and security-building in the Americas.”

Thanking you in advance for your attention to this matter, I would like to avail myself of the opportunity to convey to Your Excellency renewed assurances of my highest consideration.


Jorge Skinner-Klée


Ambassador, Permanent Representative

His Excellency

Ambassador Graeme C. Clark

Chair of the Permanent Council

Organization of American States

Washington, D.C.

DRAFT RESOLUTION

FUND FOR PEACE: PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT OF TERRITORIAL DISPUTES

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


RECALLING resolution AG/RES. 1756 (XXX-O/00) Fund for Peace: Peaceful Settlement of Territorial Disputes, through which a specific fund was established to provide member states of the Organization that so request with financial resources to assist with defraying the costs of proceedings previously agreed to by the parties for the peaceful resolution of territorial disputes among member states;

HAVING SEEN:

The Annual Report of the General Secretariat to the Permanent Council (CP/doc.4374/09) of the Fund for Peace: Peaceful Settlement of Territorial Disputes Pursuant to Resolution CP/Res. 781 (1257/00); 

The Section of the Annual Report of the Secretary General for the period 2008-2009 on the activities advanced by the Fund for Peace: Peaceful Settlement of Territorial Disputes (Peace Fund);


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the valuable contributions of the Peace Fund in helping to ease tensions that arose as a result of the maritime dispute between Honduras and Nicaragua; in expediting and completing the demarcation of the border between Honduras and El Salvador; as well as in advancing towards a permanent solution to the territorial dispute between Belize and Guatemala; and

BEARING IN MIND:

That strengthening peace and security, preventing conflicts, and peacefully resolving disputes are among the essential purposes of the OAS, as established in its founding Charter; and

That border and territorial disputes are a contentious and unnecessary barrier to economic and social development; that they regularly frustrate trade, environment protection, security, and law enforcement; and have the potential of leading to armed conflict,

RESOLVES:

1. To instruct the Secretary General to continue to promote the raising and mobilization of funds from member states, permanent observers, other states, international financial institutions, national and international organizations, and other entities and other donors for the financing of the Peace Fund.
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2. To encourage the member states to use the Peace Fund as an effective tool for peacefully resolving conflicts through mechanisms contemplated under the OAS Charter, such as direct negotiation, good offices, mediation, investigation and conciliation.

3. To request the General Secretariat to continue to strengthen its knowledge and experience in the pacific settlement of territorial disputes through the Secretariat for Political Affairs, under which the Peace Fund is administered pursuant to CP/RES.781 (1257/00).


4. To acknowledge the Inter-American Peace Forum which operates under the Peace Fund, contributes to the promotion of a culture of peace in the Member States of the OAS.
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