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NOTE FROM THE SECRETARY GENERAL REPORTING ON THE VACANCY ON THE
INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS, RESULTING FROM THE
RESIGNATION OF A COMMISSION MEMBER
October 19, 2009
Excellency,

I have the honor to address Your Excellency to inform you that on October 14, 2009, the President of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, Commission member Luz Patricia Mejía, notified this General Secretariat that Commission member Florentín Meléndez had submitted his resignation to the IACHR.  I am forwarding copies of the respective notes as attachments.

Commission member Meléndez’s term of office would have expired on December 31, 2011, and his resignation will take effect on January 1, 2010.  I wish to remind you that Article 11 of the Statute of the Inter-American Commission establishes the following:
1.
When a vacancy occurs for reasons other than the normal completion of a member's term of office, the Chairman of the Commission shall immediately notify the Secretary General of the Organization, who shall in turn inform the member states of the Organization.
2.
In order to fill vacancies, each government may propose a candidate within a period of 30 days from the date of receipt of the Secretary General's communication that a vacancy has occurred.
3.
The Secretary General shall prepare an alphabetical list of the candidates and shall transmit it to the Permanent Council of the Organization, which shall fill the vacancy.
4. When the term of office is due to expire within six months following the date on which a vacancy occurs, the vacancy shall not be filled.

To comply with this provision, I would ask you to transmit this information to the permanent representatives of the member states.

Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration. 


José Miguel Insulza

Secretary General
His Excellency
Ambassador Luis Alfonso Hoyos
Permanent Representative of Colombia to the OAS
Chair of the Permanent Council
Washington, D.C.
Buenos Aires, Argentina, September 10, 2009

Dear Madam President,


As I told you and my colleagues on the Commission verbally, I was recently appointed President of the Supreme Court of Justice of El Salvador and Head of the Constitutional Chamber, a position that I am already filling and which I do not consider incompatible with the functions of IACHR member.


However, owing specifically to the responsibilities and workload inherent in the new judicial functions in my country and taking into account my no less important responsibilities and workload on the Commission, it is very difficult for me to continue to serve as a member of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and as Rapporteur for Mexico, Uruguay, and the Dominican Republic and Rapporteur for the Rights of Persons Deprived of Liberty.


Accordingly, I hereby submit my resignation from the position of member of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, to which I was elected in 2003 and reelected for the term ending in December 2011.  I would ask that the members of the IACHR, the OAS Secretary General, and, through him, the OAS Permanent Council be formally advised that this resignation will take effect on January 1, 2010.


I am submitting it sufficiently in advance to give the Permanent Council the necessary time to fill the post in a timely fashion, as established in the Statute and the Rules of Procedure of the Commission.


In submitting my resignation, I would like to state for the record my deep appreciation to the Organization of American States and to all the member states, in particular the Government of El Salvador, for the confidence it placed in me by granting me one of the highest honors in my life, namely, the opportunity to serve as a member of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, and, within that body, to defend the human rights of the Americas.  I have filled that position with a clear sense of independence and impartiality and with a deep commitment to the victims of human rights violations and to justice and the rule of law in the region.


I also wish to express appreciation for the cooperation I received from the states and from civil society representatives, which enabled me to successfully undertake activities and visits to various countries in the region in my capacity as Human Rights Rapporteur for Argentina, Bolivia, Cuba, the Dominican Republic, Mexico, and Uruguay, as Rapporteur for the Rights of Migrant Workers, and especially as Rapporteur for Persons Deprived of Liberty in the Americas, which made it possible for me to advance work on the preparation of the “Principles and Best Practices on the Protection of Persons Deprived of Liberty in the Americas.”  That document, adopted by the Commission in March 2008 and published in four languages, is my principal contribution to the inter-American system for the protection of human rights and to the OAS.


Finally, it is only fair for me to recognize the efforts and the progress made in the human rights area in the region over the past decades, to which the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights have made substantial contributions; but I would also like to take this opportunity to request that the Organization of American States and the governments of the region make greater efforts to strengthen the organs of the inter-American human rights system and compliance with their decisions, and that it make a firmer commitment to the victims of human rights crimes and violations, so that they may have effective access to justice in their own countries before finding it necessary to resort to the inter-American system to seek the justice that their own governments have been unable to guarantee.


I would like to thank you, Madam President, and my colleagues on the Commission over the past six years, as well as the staff of the Executive Secretariat of the IACHR, for their support for my work in this honorable position, and I convey my deep friendship and my appreciation to them for their work in defense of human rights in the Hemisphere.


Sincerely yours,


Florentín Meléndez

Luz Patricia Mejía

President

Inter-American Commission on Human Rights
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