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CANDIDACY FOR THE VACANCY ON THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS RESULTING FROM THE RESIGNATION OF A COMMISSION MEMBER
/
(El Salvador)

Permanent Mission of El Salvador
to the
Organization of American States
Note 209/2009
November 20, 2009
Excellency:

I have the honor to address Your Excellency to submit the candidacy of Attorney María Silvia Guillén as a member of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights for the period 2010-2011 to fill the vacancy that opened up as a result of the resignation of Commission member Florentín Meléndez.  The election for this vacancy will be held at the regular Permanent Council meeting of December 2, 2009.

Given Ms. Guillén’s long record of commitment to the cause of human rights, the Government of El Salvador is submitting her candidacy as a contribution to strengthening the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights and as a reflection of the Government of El Salvador’s new relationship with that system.

You will find attached a copy of Ms. Guillén’s curriculum vitae.

I would appreciate it if you kindly made arrangements to inform the delegations of this worthy nomination.

Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration.

Luis Menéndez-Leal

Ambassador

Interim Representative
His Excellency
José Miguel Insulza
Secretary General
Organization of American States 

Washington,D.C
Resume María Silvia Guillén

                                                 (EL SALVADOR)



1. General Professional Data


Maria Silvia Guillén, Salvadoran, graduated with a law degree from the University of El Salvador in 1977 and is a resident of the city of San Salvador, El Salvador.


Since 1999, she is the Executive Director of the Foundation for Studies on the Application of Law in El Salvador (FESPAD), a human rights organization founded in 1988. FESPAD executive management is the center of her professional activities.


Maria Silvia Guillén also serves as Deputy Judge of the Central American Court of Justice, a subregional organ part of the Central American Integration System (SICA).


She is a member of the Pro Remembrance Human Rights Working Committee of El Salvador, which represents victims of human rights violations during the internal armed conflict in El Salvador.
She is also a member of the Salvadoran Coalition for the International Criminal Court (CSPI), an activity of particular relevance in El Salvador, whose adherence to the Rome Statute has not yet been produced.
Since 2009, she was appointed to the Board of the National Academy of Public Security, an entity responsible for the training of the police force in El Salvador, a position of an academic nature to which she was invited because of her leadership in civil society.

2. Other positions held in the defense and promotion of human rights


Maria Silvia Guillén has promoted the dissemination and promotion of human rights by training of community associations, cooperatives and NGOs.

Her experience in agrarian matters helped in pushing the topic of economic, social and cultural rights in El Salvador. FESPAD was one of the first organizations to foster knowledge and dissemination of these rights in the country and has been a forerunner on international and domestic disputes in the matter.
Through the Foundation of which she is Director, Maria Silvia Guillén has promoted human rights education to the personnel of the National Civil Police, relatives of detainees and former inmates of the Salvadoran penitentiary system. She has sponsored various networks of civil organizations for the defense and promotion of trade union rights, the right to environmental protection, the access to land rights, the combat of impunity in attacks on human rights defenders as well as networks in defense of transparency in the processes of election of Judges for the Supreme Court, National Judiciary Council and Holders of Public Ministry.
For two decades, the Foundation she heads has promoted research and legal actions to defend human rights in the areas of public safety and economic, social and cultural rights.


Currently, through FESPAD, Maria Silvia Guillén coordinates and promotes three programs to promote human rights, in the following areas: a) Human Rights and Gender Equity, b) Criminal Justice and Public Safety, and c) Transparency.
She also coordinates and promotes observatories on human rights situations in El Salvador in the following issues: human rights of young people deprived of freedom, rights of children, economic, social and cultural policies. 

She has been responsible for numerous FESPAD publications in the following issues:

· Human Rights and the Constitution of the Republic of El Salvador.

· Status of public safety and criminal justice in El Salvador.
· Situation of economic, social and culture in El Salvador.
· Diagnosis of the process of selecting judges to the Supreme Court and counsel for the Judiciary in El Salvador.
· Situation of young prison inmates in El Salvador
As a center for research and promotion of human rights, FESPAD is one of the highest recognized Salvadoran civil organizations both domestically and in the Central American region.


Currently, the Foundation has a cooperation agreement with the Attorney for the Defense of Human Rights in El Salvador and has promoted the integration of various networks of civil protection and promotion of human rights, such as: 


"Coalition for Peace, Dignity and Social Justice”, "Bureau for Labor Rights”, " Transparent Justice Movement" and "Monsignor Romero Network", with the latter in order to promote compliance with the recommendations of the Interamerican Commission of Human Rights regarding the case of Monsignor Oscar Arnulfo Romero. 

As part of that effort, Mrs. Guillén was present at the hearing on November 6th 2009, during the 137th period of sessions of the IACHR, in which the State of El Salvador recognized before the Commission, for the first time, its obligations to implement the recommendations in the case of Monsignor Romero. 

From FESPAD, Maria Silvia Guillén plans in the near future to strengthen citizen oversight of the situation of persons deprived of freedom, adults and young people in an effort to influence the implementation of public security policies in the prevention of violence in several municipalities and strengthen the legal proxy for the population groups affected by the lack of access to land in El Salvador.
3. Other professional positions related to the defense and promotion of human rights: 
· Law Access to Justice: 
· Member of the Special Commission for a comprehensive assessment of the Attorney General's Office FGR (2001). 
· Member of the Court of Appeals for the Attorney General of the Republic. F. G. R. (2000-2001). 
· Member of the Commission of Inquiry into Irregular Diplomas in El Salvador. Supreme Court (2001-2002). 
· Right to environmental protection: 
· Advisory Board Member of the Latin American Water Tribunal, San Jose, Costa Rica, since 2000. 

4. Academic activities: 

She has served as Chair of Agrarian Law and Administrative Law at university level. 


· Project Coordinator "We studied our Constitution" in the Foundation Studies for the Application of Law, with special emphasis on the analysis of the administration of justice in El Salvador. 
· Professor in the Legal Update Training Project. FESPAD. 


Most relevant research and consultancy related to human rights:

· Consultant responsible for the inquiries on owners whose land exceeds 245 hectares of rustic land in El Salvador. (January-June 1998). Secretary General of the United Nations Special Envoy’s Support Unit.
· Responsible for the juridical content of the draft Land Code with gender perspective. Justification for the proposal (December 1997-April 1998). Institute of Research, Training and Development of Women IMU, El Salvador.
· Limitations and legal and administrative opportunities to increase women's access to ownership and control of land in El Salvador. (January-March 1998). Arias Foundation for Peace and Human Progress. Costa Rica. C. A.
· Responsible for monitoring the Diagnosis of compliance with the Convention on the rights of children in El Salvador. Consulting FESPAD-Suecia.1997 Radda Barnen
· Researcher responsible for the Diagnosis of the agrarian legislation in force and the importance of a Land Code in El Salvador. (January-April 1996), Friedrich Ebert Foundation, El Salvador.
· Researcher responsible for the Diagnosis of the right to food in El Salvador. (January-July 1996, FIAN INTERNATIONAL.
· Co Director of the study “Revision, adjustment and creation of the Judicial Map of El Salvador”. Supreme Court of Justice. 2007-2008.
· Responsible for the follow up, evaluation and quality control of the notarial and juridical work of the technical staff of FESPAD’s legal office.
· Co Director of the project on public policies to prevent juvenile delinquency in El Salvador. 2008- currently.
5. Recognitions

· SIHUATAN Award, by the Woman’s Research, Training and Development Institute, IMU, El Salvador, 2006.

· Award for her struggle for the protection of human rights and the search for justice and truth, by PROMOCULTURA-AMSS, El Salvador, 2007.

· Award “Herbert Anaya Sanabria, Critical Conscience, 20 years later” for her defense of human rights. 

· Human Rights Award, presented by the Association Pro Search of Missing Children during El Salvador’s internal conflict. (2007)

[image: image2.wmf]PERMANENT COUNCIL

San Salvador, November 2009.

�EMBED Word.Picture.8���





� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP23347E01�








�.	Note from the Secretary General Reporting on the Vacancy on the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, Resulting from the Resignation of a Commission Member (CP/INF.5922/09).
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