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AGREEMENT FOR NATIONAL RECONCILIATION 
AND STRENGTHENING OF DEMOCRACY IN HONDURAS
(Signed by the President of the Dominican Republic, Leonel Fernández, and the President-Elect of Honduras, Porfirio Lobo, on January 20, 2010)


The Secretariat of the Permanent Council, in response to a request received from the Permanent Mission of the Dominican Republic, is pleased to forward to the delegations of the member states the official document “Agreement for National Reconciliation and Strengthening of Democracy in Honduras,” which was signed on January 20, 2010 by President Leonel Fernández of the Dominican Republic and President-Elect Porfirio Lobo of Honduras.
AGREEMENT FOR NATIONAL RECONCILIATION
AND STRENGTHENING OF DEMOCRACY IN HONDURAS


The undersigned, Porfirio Lobo Sosa, President-elect of the Republic of Honduras, mindful of the responsibility with which history has entrusted me; convinced that my country,  Honduras,  needs to be restored to nation-wide tranquility, which was interrupted by recent unfortunate events; desiring to bring about the reconciliation of our people and the full effect of the rule of law, in continuation of the Agreement of San José, Tegucigalpa, implemented under the auspices of President Oscar Arias of Costa Rica, in frank and friendly dialogue with Dr . Leonel Fernández, President of the Dominican Republic and, through his mediation, to the international community I solemnly and formally commit to:
1. ON THE GOVERNMENT OF UNITY AND NATIONAL RECONCILIATION

In order to bring about reconciliation and to strengthen democracy, we will form a Government of Unity and National Reconciliation, comprised of representatives of various political parties, who are recognized for their ability, honesty, genuineness, and willingness to hold dialogue and who shall fill the various Offices of Secretary of State or Assistant Secretary of State, in accordance with Article 246 and following of the Constitution of the Republic of Honduras. 


In keeping with the above I shall proceed, as soon I have assumed the functions of the Constitutional President of the Republic of Honduras, to issue an order of safe conduct for President José Manuel Zelaya and his family members for them to be able to fully exercise their rights as citizens to enjoy their fair share of free movement, as enshrined in the Constitution of the Republic.

Furthermore, I agree to lead a government that respects human rights, in which civil liberties will be fully enjoyed. No Honduran citizen shall therefore be persecuted for his or her political, religious, or other beliefs. 

It is hereby established and agreed that President José Manuel Zelaya, his family members, and members of his inner circle shall leave for the Dominican Republic on Jan. 27, 2010, as guests of that sister nation.
2. ON THE NORMALIZATION OF RELATIONS BETWEEN THE REPUBLIC OF HONDURAS AND THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY

In undertaking to faithfully fulfill the commitments we have assumed under this Agreement, we respectfully request the immediate revocation of bilateral or multilateral measures or sanctions that have in some form affected the reincorporation of the Republic of Honduras into the international community and its full participation therein; and its access to all forms of cooperation.

We call upon the international community to reactivate existing cooperation projects with the Republic of Honduras, as soon as possible, and to continue with negotiations on future projects. We make a particular appeal, at the request of the competent authorities, for timely international cooperation that is needed for the Verification Commission and the Truth Commission to be able to ensure the faithful implementation and follow-up of the commitments undertaken in this Agreement.
3. ENTRY INTO FORCE

The commitments undertaken in this Document take formal and full effect upon signature.


For reconciliation, unity, and peace in Honduras we undertake to execute in good faith this Agreement for Reconciliation.

Signed in Santo Domingo, this 20th day of January, 2010.

 

            Dr. Leonel Fernández                                                    Porfirio Lobo
[image: image2.wmf]PERMANENT COUNCIL

President of the Dominican Republic                               President-Elect of Honduras

As Witnesses of Honor to the signing of this Agreement for Reconciliation:

 

Elvin Santos                                                                             César Ham

Ex-candidate, Liberal Party                                     Democratic Unification Party
Felicito Ávila                                                                         Ricardo Álvarez

Ex-candidate                                                                 Mayor of Tegucigalpa and
Christian Democrat Party                                      President of the National Party 
Mario Canahuate 

Ex-candidate, Presidential Elections

National Party Primaries 
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