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PLAN FOR SOLIDARITY CONTRIBUTIONS BY THE COUNTRIES OF THE BOLIVARIAN ALLIANCE FOR THE AMERICAS – PEOPLES' TRADE AGREEMENT (ALBA-PTA) TO THE RECONSTRUCTION EFFORTS OF HAITI

EMERGENCY MEETING OF THE POLITICAL COUNCIL OF THE  

ALBA – PTA

Caracas, January 25, 2010

The Secretariat of the Permanent Council, in response to a request received from the Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, is pleased to forward to the delegations of the member states the official document titled “Plan for solidarity contributions by the countries of the Bolivarian Alliance for the Americas – Peoples' Trade Agreement (ALBA-PTA) to the reconstruction efforts of Haiti”, agreed to by the ALBA Political Council – PTA in its emergency meeting held on January 25, 2010.

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE POLITICAL COUNCIL OF THE BOLIVARIAN ALLIANCE FOR THE PEOPLES OF OUR AMERICA – PEOPLE’S TRADE AGREEMENT

Member countries of the Bolivarian Alliance for the Peoples of Our America – People’s Trade Agreement (ALBA-TCP) gathered in a special meeting in the city of Caracas, Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, concerned as to the serious situation suffered by the sister Caribbean nation of the Republic of Haiti.

The ALBA – TCP countries expressed their solidarity with the sister nation and government of Haiti and once again stated their deepest condolences for the loss of human lives resulting from the earthquake of last Tuesday, January 12, 2010. 

The efforts for the reconstruction of Haiti shall have the people and the government of that country as principal actors and respect the principles of sovereignty and territorial integrity, as well as the broadest, equitable, participative and transparent joint endeavors of the international community in the reconstruction of Haiti.  

ALBA member countries highlighted the central role in management coordination, harmonization and control of the United Nations in the international cooperation effort aimed at confronting the emergency situation of Haiti and contributing to the reconstruction and development of this sister nation  

They expressed their concern about the excessive presence of foreign military forces in Haiti, without reasons that justifying such presence and without precision with regard to their authority, purposes, competences and time of stay, which threatens to further complicate the conditions in the field and the arrival of international cooperation.   

An integral project was approved for emergency help, rehabilitation and reconstruction of Haiti in the health area that draws together the efforts of ALBA – TCP countries and takes advantage of the accumulated experience in cooperation with that country and the conditions already created in the field. This project will guarantee logistics, infrastructure, transport, technical support and supplies. 

ALBA member countries decided to sent a high-level ALBA – TCP representation to hold a meeting with President René Preval communicate the will of the peoples of the Alliance to cooperate and propose the Integral Cooperation Project where Health is the key issue. 

They ratified the willingness of ALBA – TCP to cooperate with other countries and groups of countries that subsequently provide help, always to relieve the situation of the Haitian people and contribute to its development requirements. 

They provide instructions to the Bank of ALBA for the creation of an ALBA-TCP Humanitarian Fund for Haiti, which shall be created with contributions from Alliance member countries.

They summarized the support plans for the generation of electricity and guaranteed the necessary fuel supply to the Cape Haitian, Gonaïves and Carrefour plants, as well as maintaining energy assistance through PETROCARIBE. 

The countries of the Alliance made a call for the launching of a priority attention plan for children that combines restoration of the Haitian education infrastructure and support programs for food and school supplies and teacher training. 

They agreed to supply food to ease the crisis resulting from the collapse of food production and distribution networks caused by the earthquake, as well as to reactivate and reinforce the food production plans that were being carried out within the framework of ALBA Food Initiative. 

They consider a possible amnesty to regulate the migration status of Haitian residents among the ALBA-TCP countries.

They convened specialists from each of the ALBA-TCP countries to formulate their recommendations on how to tackle a reconstruction plan in accordance with the effective capabilities of ALBA member countries and the most urgent needs in the field. Demolition and reconstruction Plan.

They agreed to take advantage of the logistic capacity of oil company CITGO in the United States to purchase and move to Haiti the inputs, materials and specialized equipment necessary for the reconstruction plans, in view of the collapse of Haitian ports and the geographical closeness of the operating basis of this subsidiary of PDVSA. 

In the city of Caracas, Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, the 24th day of month of January year 2010. 

PLAN FOR THE JOINT AND SEVERAL AID OF THE COUNTRIES OF THE ALBA AS PART OF THE EFFORT AT RECONSTRUCTION OF HAITI
EMERGENCY MEETING OF THE POLITICAL COUNCIL OF THE  
ALBA – PTA
Caracas, January 25, 2010

Final Version

The ALBA Political Council met with the attendance of a delegation from the Embassy of the Republic of Haiti to Caracas, to vouch for its willingness to join efforts with the Government of President René Préval and recognize the efforts of the Haitian people to overcome the terrible disaster of the earthquake on January 12, 2010.

The meeting set as primary goal to attain higher coordination for the purposes of solidarity and unrestricted support by the ALBA member countries to the Haitian people.

It was recorded that the ALBA is not going to Haiti to help in the aftermath of the earthquake, because the ALBA member countries have had a high profile for years by means of innumerable cooperation and development programs, particularly in the areas of social welfare. Therefore, the ALBA member countries reasserted their willingness to increase their collective effort and coordinated work, both forthwith and in the medium and long terms.

The ALBA member countries further upheld their readiness to cooperate with all countries, regional organizations and international institutions, and set political considerations aside in order to bring the Haitian people the largest and most effective aid in this ordeal and in the long and difficult process of reconstruction and development.

Finally, the ALBA member countries considered that the most appropriate body to coordinate and lead this huge effort is the “G – 192,” established by the United Nations, in order to ensure that the plight undergone by the great Haitian homeland is not used to launch an occupation campaign which could endanger the sovereignty of Haiti, and enable all the peoples of the world to engage in cooperation and solidarity with the Haitian people with no restraints whatsoever.

The ALBA member countries have drafted a plan of well-defined actions in eight items, the implementation and follow-up of which shall be the responsibility of an ad hoc commission.

Specific proposals:

1. Health: Health should be the binding and central axis of the ALBA supportive cooperation as to the Haitian people, capitalizing on our presence on site and the rapport between our teams and communities. A three-stage plan could be structured and focus the following:

· Emergency: to take care of injuries and diseases directly resulting from the earthquake.

· Epidemiology: to take care of the epidemiological aftereffects of unhealthiness and lack of basic services.

· Rehabilitation: to work in the medium and long terms in therapeutic rehabilitation of injured people as a result of the earthquake.

In order to undertake such a significant work, the ALBA member countries proposed to make an initial contribution of 20 million US dollars (USD 20,000,000.00)

2. Financial support: Establishment of the ALBA Humanitarian Fund for Haiti, including direct contributions from member countries, donations collected by social and political organizations based on voluntary contribution, as well as the proceeds by companies such as PDVSA or CITGO, in their fuel distribution networks in Latin America and the United States. This fund shall be managed by the ALBA Bank and shall lay the economic foundations for the joint and several, coordinated actions of the ALBA member countries.

3. Energy: To keep the energy supply to Haiti through Petrocaribe, and even improve the payment and funding terms and conditions thus far set forth. To make a special plan for direct sale of fuel to the people through mobile gas stations located in strategic places. There could be free fuel supply to:

a. Vehicles used for the purposes of humanitarian aid.

b. Hospitals and facilities of support and direct aid to the people, for electric power generation.

In addition, to retake the plans to support electric power generation, and ensure the whole supply of fuel needed to the plants of Haitian Cape, Gonaïves y Carrefour.

4. Agricultural and food initiatives: To address the issue of food security at two levels:

c. To provide foodstuffs to mitigate the crisis resulting from the collapse of food production and distribution networks in the aftermath of the earthquake.

d. To reactivate and strengthen the food production plans that had been implemented under the Food ALBA initiative.

To launch a reforestation campaign in order to reverse the effects of the felling of trees caused by the use of firewood for residential purposes, based on the studies conducted by Cuban teams.

To build small water reservoirs. Therefore, special tractors, track-hoes and trucks are needed.

To build tanks for water collection.

To build small-scale wells with two or three drilling trucks.

To donate seeds for sowing, particularly seeds of various vegetables, such as cabbage, carrot, lettuce, beans, rice, sorghum and rice.

Donate tools, such as machetes, sickles and spades, as well as micro-tractors and other machineries.

To back the construction of an environmental agriculture school.

These initiatives could be implemented with the support of the Brigade of the Peasant Way of Brazil, which had been operating in Haiti before the earthquake.

5. Education: To enhance the ALBA initiatives in the educational field, by favoring:

e. Education of young people in short technical careers which help bridge the gap arising from the loss of innumerable skilled staff in fundamental development areas. On site education could be concomitant with the admission of Haitian students to institutions of the ALBA member countries.

f. Implementation of a priority attention plan for children, including, inter alia, refurbishment of the Haitian educational infrastructure and food support programs, outfitting and staffing of schools, and teachers’ training. This plan could also involve the priority care of children migrating with their parents to ALBA member countries in schools of the national public systems.

g. Enhancement of the ALBA literacy program in process at the national level some years before the earthquake.

6. Migration: To grant an amnesty in order to regularize the migrant status of Haitian residents in the ALBA member countries and facilitate both inflow and outflow:

h. Admission of relatives: Admission of groups of Haitian citizens with family links with Haitian residents in the ALBA member countries able to ensure better living and development conditions.

i.  Supportive brigades: Organization of cooperation brigades in the tasks of aid and reconstruction basically composed of Haitian residents in the ALBA member countries.

7. Reconstruction: For being a complex matter, it is advisable to work by stages:

j. Survey and recommendations: to urge experts in each of the ALBA member countries to make recommendations on a reconstruction plan consistent with the actual capacities of the ALBA member countries and the most sensitive needs in the field. Demolition and reconstruction plan.

k. Effort focused on niches: Venezuela’s President Hugo Chávez and Prime Minister of Dominica Roosevelt Skerrit proposed to focus on geographical niches –that is, cities of particular historical significance, such as Jacmel- or sectors –e.g. schools, health care centers or food distribution sites- where the positive impact on the Haitian people could be higher.

In this regard, a proposal was made to put up by the ALBA three camps able to accommodate up to 8,000 homeless in Port-au-Prince, Jacmel and Léogâne.
l. CITGO Logistics: To cash in on the formidable logistic capacity of the CITGO oil company in the United States to buy and carry to Haiti the inputs, materials and expert teams needed for the reconstruction plan, in view of the collapse of Haitian ports and the geographical proximity of the operational bases of the PDVSA subsidiary. In this regard, CITGO already carried to the site of the disaster 2,500 radio-transmitters and thousands of tents. In a second stage, it could provide radio and transmission and reception and telecommunications equipments, among other needs which are of the essence for coordination and people’s organization.

8. Security, transportation and logistics: The ALBA member countries shall join efforts and share their material and logistic means to ensure that the humanitarian aid and cooperation for reconstruction and development of Haiti reach as effectively and reliably as possible the Haitian people.

To that end, the ALBA member countries agreed to exchange all the available information among the national taskforces deployed on the site.

Furthermore, the ALBA member countries agreed to focus the responsibility for coordination of cooperation areas on an ALBA National Coordinator, which, on a rotary basis, shall organize the joint tasks of the Alliance in Haiti.
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