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NOTE FROM THE PERMANENT MISSION OF BOLIVIA REGARDING 

THEFT OF COLONIAL ART
PERMANENT MISSION OF BOLIVIA
TO THE

ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES

WASHINGTON, D.C.

OEA-MP-056-10


The Permanent Mission of Bolivia to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the permanent missions accredited to the OAS and attaches hereto Notes No. UNACAT of. 022/2010, UNACAT 031/2010, and UNACAT 090/2010, together with their respective annexes, reporting the theft of several pieces of colonial art from Templo San Salvador and Templo de la Virgen de la Natividad, both of which churches are located in the city of La Paz, and from the Templo San Miguel de Potosí, in the department of Potosí, during the months of January and February of this year.

It should be noted that said works of art pertain to the cultural heritage of Bolivia and, pursuant to Articles 99 and 100 of the Political Constitution of the State, may not be exported or marketed.


For that reason, we would be grateful for your assistance with disseminating news of this lamentable robbery, so that arrangements can be made to hold said works of art at the points of entry of the different countries for subsequent return to the Bolivian State.

In thanking you for your cooperation regarding this situation and its dissemination to the appropriate authorities, the Permanent Mission of Bolivia to the Organization of American States avails itself of the opportunity to convey to the permanent missions accredited to the Organization of American States renewed assurances of its highest consideration.

Washington, D.C., March 26, 2010

The Permanent Missions

Organization of American States,

Washington, D.C.

Attachment: Notes referred to above
Plurinational State of Bolivia
Ministry of Culture
Office of the Minister

La Paz, February 17, 2010

Ref. UNACAT Note 022/2010
Mr. David Choquehuanca C.,

MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Dear Sir(s):
I would hereby like to inform you of the theft of two golden carved wood columns of the first structure on the left side of the main altar. The works of art pertain to the Templo San Salvador de Ayo Ayo, in the town of that name , in the province of Aroma, of the Department of La Paz.

The theft occurred between January 23 and 24 of this year and was subsequently verified by Specialists from the Unit for Registering and Cataloguing Material and Intellectual Heritage at the Ministry of Cultures.
The stolen objects look like this:
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Title: “Two lateral columns”

Author: Anonymous

Technique: Carved/golden/wood

Size: 180 x 044 cm

Location: Left side, main altar
The stolen objects constitute cultural heritage in accordance with Articles 99 and 100 of the Political Constitution of the State and may not be exported or marketed, pursuant to Articles 3 and 22 of Supreme Decree 05918 of November 6, 1961.

I am therefore asking for your assistance through the competent bodies and for our diplomatic missions abroad to be informed so that the necessary precautions are taken to prevent these works of art from being taken out of the country and sold.  We are sure that the defense and protection of the cultural heritage of the Nation is a cause to which we all subscribe.
I attach a CD with photographs and technical details of the objects.

Thanking you in advance for your attention to this matter, 


I remain,


Zulma Yugar Párraga


Minister of Culture
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FULL VIEW OF THE MAIN ALTAR, SHOWING

MISSING SOLOMONIC COLUMNS,

LEFT SIDE FIRST STRUCTURE.
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Title: “Salomonic columns”

Author: Anonymous

Technique: Carved/golden/wood

Size: 180 x 044 cm

Location: Left side, main altar
Plurinational State of Bolivia

Ministry of Cultures

Office of the Minister

La Paz, February 17, 2010

Ref. UNACAT Note 031/2010
Mr. David Choquehuanca C.,

MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Dear Sir(s):

I would hereby like to inform you of the theft of silverwork from the central panel of the main altar: two-step pedestals and pieces of the embanked arch of the Virgin of the Nativity, and her crown; nine plaques and edges of the second arch, four pieces of silver adornment, plus Tata Santiago’s sword and his horse’s breastplate. The works of art pertain to the Templo La Virgen de la Natividad of Peñas, in the town of that name, in the province of Loa Andes, of the Department of La Paz.

The theft occurred between February 4 and 5 of this year and was subsequently verified by Specialists from the Unit for Registering and Cataloguing Material and Intellectual Heritage at the Ministry of Cultures.

The stolen objects look like this:
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	Title: “Pedestals and pieces of the embanked arch and crown of the Virgin of the Nativity”

Author: Anonymous

Technique: Embossed silver

Location: Main altar, second structure
	Title: “Nine plaques and edge of the arch”

Author: Anonymous

Technique: Embossed silver

Location: Main altar, first structure
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	Title: “Adornments” 
(four pieces)

Author: Anonymous

Technique: Embossed silver

Location: Main altar, third structure


	Title: “Tata Santiago’s sword”

Author: Anonymous

Technique: Embossed silver

Location: Right lateral nave
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Title: “Breastplate of Tata Santiago’s horse”

Author: Anonymous

Technique: Embossed silver

Location: Right lateral nave

The stolen objects constitute cultural heritage in accordance with Articles 99 and 100 of the Political Constitution of the State and may not be exported or marketed, pursuant to Articles 3 and 22 of Supreme Decree 05918 of November 6, 1961.

I am therefore asking for your assistance through the competent bodies and for our diplomatic missions abroad to be informed so that the necessary precautions are taken to prevent these works of art from being taken out of the country and sold.  We are sure that the defense and protection of the cultural heritage of the Nation is a cause to which we all subscribe.

I attach a CD with photographs and technical details of the objects.

Thanking you in advance for your attention to this matter.

I remain,


Zulma Yugar Párraga
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