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May 20, 2010

Her Excellency

Ambassador Carmen Lomellin

Chair of Permanent Council

Permanent Representative to the United States
Organization of American States

Washington, D.C.

Excellency:

In our capacity as civil society organizations registered at the OAS, Freedom House and
the Consorcio Desarrollo y Justicia would like to express our serious concerns over the
current content of the draft resolution, “Enhancing and Strengthening Civil Society
Participation and Social Actors in the activities of the Organization of American States and
the Summits of the Americas,” (Approved ad referendum of Argentina and the United
States, in its meeting held on May 12, 2010) CP/CISC-502/10 rev. 3.

We consider that certain language in this draft resolution violates the rights of association
and speech, as well as the universal principles that recognize the essential role of civil
society organizations and human rights defenders within the OAS system. Following OAS
guidelines for the participation of civil society organizations in OAS activities, Freedom
House and Consorcio Desarollo y Justicia respectfully request the opportunity to express
our concerns in the next Permanent Council session in which the aforementioned
resolution will be discussed.

The draft resolution as has been proposed on May 12 states:

3 .- To instruct the Permanent Council and the member states to continue to promote
and facilitate the participation of civil society and of all social actors in the Summits of
the Americas and in the activities developed by the OAS |, in accordance with the
domestic legislation of the member states,| and pursuant fo their international
commitments and obligations in the area of the promotion and protection of human
rights and fundamental liberties, including civil, political, economic, social, and
cultural rights. (Emphasis added)

Limiting the participation of civil society and social actors, "in accordance with domestic
legislation of the Member States," may serve to exclude the participation of legitimate civil
society organizations and offer states a veto on the participation of certain organizations
for simply fulfilling their role as a government watchdog or exercising their freedom of
opinion.
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NOTE FROM THE “CONSORCIO DESARROLLO Y JUSTICIA”  AND “FREEDOM HOUSE” ORGANIZATIONS REGARDING THE DRAFT RESOLUTION

“INCREASING AND STRENGTHENING CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION

 IN THE ACTIVITIES OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES 

AND IN THE SUMMITS OF THE AMERICAS PROCESS”

(Document CP/CISC-502/10 rev..3)
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[image: image2.jpg]It is our view that approval of the current language in the resolution would violate the right
to association, as provided in Article XXII of the America’s Human Rights Declaration
and Article 16 of the Inter American Human Rights Convention. By extending the ability
of OAS member states to impose restrictions on freedom of association or set arbitrary
constraints on the exercise of that right within the broader OAS system, the OAS would
reinforce the violation of the right to association at the international level and set a highly
negative precedent within the organization.

Moreover, the inclusion of these restrictions would also undermine the participation of
human rights defenders within the OAS, thereby reinforcing persecution of human rights
defenders at the domestic level and removing the existing regional human rights defense
mechanism so critical to the Inter-American human rights system.

In accordance with Section 2 of the Guidelines of the OAS, the term civil society
organization applies to "any institution, organization or national or international
organization composed of natural persons or legal governmental nature." In the opinion of
the Legal Department of the OAS published on May 15, 2006, "This definition is very
broad. For example, it does not require that the entity requesting the status of CSOs in the
OAS is recognized as a legal entity under the laws of a Member State and does not require
that the ‘institution, organization or entity’ has the status of society according to civil laws
of a Member State. "

As such, the proposal to include an additional requirement for civil society participation in
the OAS and the Summit not only violates the right of association contained in the
American Declaration and the Pact of San José, but also openly violates resolution CP /
RES. 759 (1217 to 1299).

Our intention with this communication is to alert OAS member states to the dangers of
adopting this resolution as presented and to call on them to review and recommend
approval of the resolution without the added language, “in accordance with the domestic
legislation of the member states.” By doing so, OAS member states will contribute to the
objective of "increasing and strengthening" the participation of civil society actors social at
the Summits. We ask that this letter be circulated to all Permanent Missions before the next
Permanent Council meeting.

Additionally, we would like to convey our serious concern over the objections presented
by some member states during the May 19, 2010 Permanent Council session regarding the
participation of several civil society organizations, including Programa Venezolano de
Educacion — Accién en Derechos Humanos (PROVEA) and Vicaria Episcopal de
Derechos Humanos de la Arquididcesis de Caracas, at the upcoming General Assembly
who have requested to attend as “Special Guests”. The civil society organizations are
respected and well-known organizations that significantly contribute through their
activities to the defense and protection of human rights and democracy in the region. We
urge the Permanent Council to avoid any measures that will prevent the participation of
civil society organizations at the General Assembly, an action that would set a very
dangerous precedent in the organization.
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[image: image3.jpg]Our organizations contribute to the daily activities of the OAS through participation in
assemblies, summits, and consultations and we look forward to working together for the
improvement of human rights, democracy, social justice and equality in the region.

Cordially,
A RS
-
Paula Shriefer Carlos Ponce
Freedom House Consorcio Desarrollo y Justicia
Director of Advocacy Executive Director

C.C. Ambassador Luis Alfonso Hoyos Aristizabal, Chair of the OAS Committee on
Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities
(CISC), Organization of American States.
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