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RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE CARTER CENTER FOR THE FORTIETH REGULAR SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMRICAN STATES

LIMA, JUNE 6-8, 2010
From: Marcelo Varela Erasheva [mailto:mvarelae@gmail.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, May 25, 2010 11:19 AM
To: Lomellin, Carmen
Cc: Stevenson, Andrew D; Jennifer McCoy; King, Sarah H
Subject: Recommendations for the XL General Assembly

Dear Ambassador Lomellin, 

 

Attached please find the recommendations offered to the XL General Assembly by The Carter Center and the Friends of the Inter-American Democratic Charter. We kindly request these recommendations be circulated in compliance with Article 7 of Resolution CP/RES. 759 (the OAS civil society guidelines) to all Permanent Missions to the OAS. This request from The Carter Center - an OAS accredited CSO -  relates to the IADC resolution of the OAS General Committee, which appears on the order of business of the Permanent Council slated for Thursday, May 27, 2010.  

 

Sincerely,

 
Marcelo Varela-Erasheva
Associate Director
Americas Program
The Carter Center
One Copenhill
453 Freedom Parkway
Atlanta, GA. 30307
Ph.+[1] [404] 420 5186
Cell.+[1] [770] 912 0821

This e-mail message (including any attachments) is for the sole use of
the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged
information.  If the reader of this message is not the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution
or copying of this message (including any attachments) is strictly
prohibited.

If you have received this message in error, please contact
the sender by reply e-mail message and destroy all copies of the
original message (including attachments).

Friends of the Inter-American Democratic Charter

Recommendations for the Fortieth Regular Session of the General Assembly

June 6-8, 2010

There are many lessons, both positive and negative, to be taken from the collective action to promote and protect democracy in the region during the past year.  The promising note sounded at the Summit of the Americas to propose lifting the suspension of Cuba from the Organization of American States became reality at the General Assembly of the OAS at the beginning of June in San Pedro Sula. Cuba's readmission, including conditionality on human rights and democracy, was unanimously agreed. Soon after the climate changed for the worse with the coup d'etat in Honduras. The prompt response by the entire inter-American community condemning the coup demonstrated a commitment to the democratic process.  However, there is urgent need for strengthening the capacity of the OAS to promote and defend democracy through diplomatic channels and good offices. 

To enhance the work of the Human Rights Commission and to more effectively employ the Charter the Friends of the Inter-American Democratic Charter offer the following suggestions to the Ministers of Foreign Relations present at the Fortieth General Assembly of the Organization of American States:

1. Member states should extend  open and permanent invitations to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)to visit their countries. 

2. The Secretary General is urged to to visit member states where he perceives, on the basis of reports from the IACHR or other antecedents the Secretary considers pertinent, the possibility or reality of threats to democratic governance and constitutional order and/or violations to the Democratic Charter. 

3. The IACHR should have an open and permanent invitation to present reports to the Permenant Council. Member states are encouraged to openly debate and discuss reports issued by the IACHR in the Permanent Council and General Assembly. 
4. Member states should establish an Independent Special Rapporteur on Democracy to serve as an early-warning instance  to prevent crises that put democracy at risk.  The Special Rapporteur would act as an ombudsman to receive complaints from within countries, and oversee and monitor the observance of  the Democratic Charter and report its findings to the General Secretariat and/or the Permanent Council. 

5. In light of the new elected government and the May 4 launching of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, the people of Honduras should once again be represented at the OAS and Honduras readmitted.  In accordance with Articles 7 and 8 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the OAS should continue to monitor the ongoing human rights situation,  encourage the Honduran government to strengthen its new Inter-Institutional Commission on Human Rights, and provide support to the Truth and Reconciliation Commission to fulfill its mandate to investigate the antecedents and outcomes of the June 2009 coup, and to make constructive recommendations to strengthen institutionality and democratic development as well as the defense and guarantee of human rights.

Friends of the Inter-American Democratic Charter

	Nicolas Ardito-Barletta

Former President of Panama
	Carlos Ayala Corao

Former President Inter-American Commission on Human Rights



	Cecilia Blondet

Former for the Advancement of Women and Human Development of Peru


	Jimmy Carter

Former President

United States of America

	Joe Clark

Former Prime Minister of Canada


	Humberto de la Calle

Former Vice President of Colombia

	John Graham

Chair Emeritus, Canadian Foundation for the Americas 


	Torquato Jardim

Former Justice of the Superior Electoral Tribunal of Brazil



	John Maisto 

Former U.S Ambassador to the OAS


	John Manley

Former Minister of Foreign Affairs of Canada



	María Emma Mejía 

Former Foreign Minister of Colombia
	Pedro Nikken 

Former President, Inter-American Court of Human Rights, Venezuela



	Robert Pastor

Former Director of Latin American and Caribbean Affairs, National Security Council, United States


	Andrés Pastrana

Fomer President of Colombia



	María Isabel Salvador

Former Foreign Minister of Ecuador


	Jorge Santistevan de Noriega

Former Human Rights Ombudsman of Peru

	Eduardo Stein

Former Vice President and former Minister of Foreign Affairs of Guatemala


	Fernando Tuesta Soldevilla

Former Director National Office of Electoral Processes of Peru

	Joaquín Villalobos

Founder of the Farabundo Martí National Liberation Front (FMLN). Signatory of the Peace Agreement of El Salvador in 1992
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