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Thank you very much, Madam Chair.  

Distinguished permanent and alternate representatives, permanent observers, ladies and gentlemen, I am pleased to share with this Council, on behalf of the Secretariat for Political Affairs (SPA), the following information regarding the upcoming Peace Week at the Organization of American States.

Madam Chair, in order to consolidate the prominent role that the OAS has played, and continues to play, in conflict resolution, hemispheric peace, and problem-solving initiatives, as well as in promoting a system of individual liberty and social justice based on respect for the essential rights of man, in compliance with the OAS’s founding Charter, the Secretariat for Political Affairs launched the Inter-American Peace Forum in September 2008.  

The Forum operates under the Fund for Peace:  Peaceful Settlement of Territorial Disputes Peace Fund in an effort to develop a series of activities aimed at strengthening the Organization’s capacity with respect to conflict resolution and the promotion of a culture of peace among the various sectors of inter-American society.  Conferences and seminars on the subject of peace and conflict management are being organized, as well as specialized reports and publications, databases, the promotion of leadership, and other initiatives with special emphasis on the peaceful resolution of conflicts and the fostering of a culture of respect, tolerance, and harmony within the inter-American system.

Every year, on September 21, or on the closest business day to that date, the OAS organizes a keynote conference with renowned speakers, within the framework of the Inter-American Peace Forum, to commemorate the International Day of Peace, established by the United Nations General Assembly in 1981.  

In addition to the annual conference on Peace Day, the Peace Fund organizes other events during what has now become Peace Week at the OAS.  This year, the inter-American system is celebrating its 100th anniversary, and the Peace Fund plans to celebrate this anniversary by organizing a series of special events to highlight the prominent role of the OAS and its predecessor agencies in the development of peace instruments, peace building, and conflict resolution efforts over the past century.

The first activity planned is the Chiefs of OAS Peace Missions Conference.  Some of the Organization’s leading experts on conflict resolution and peace building will gather for this major conference at the Hall of the Americas on Tuesday, September 21 to commemorate Peace Day and mark the 20th anniversary of the International Support and Verification Commission (CIAV/OAS-Nicaragua).  The conference will feature current and former chiefs of OAS peace missions, who will provide key insights and reflect on the main challenges and results of the missions they headed.  This event provides a unique opportunity to examine the role of the OAS in conflict resolution in the Americas, to better understand the current and potential threats to hemispheric peace, and to identify opportunities and challenges for future OAS peace missions.

CIAV/OAS-Nicaragua, the Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia (MAPP/OEA), the Mission of Good Offices between Colombia and Ecuador (MIB/OEA), the Peace Fund Mission for Belize and Guatemala, and the recent diplomat mission to Honduras are some of the Organization’s peace initiatives that will be discussed during this conference.

The Peace Fund will also be launching the first course entitled: “The OAS:  Peace, Democracy, and Conflict Resolution in the Americas.”  Many of you have already registered for this two-day course, which will be taught by senior OAS officials and in-house experts, including former and current heads of key departments and peace missions.  The response to this initiative has been so overwhelming that the course filled up shortly after it was announced.  People are traveling from various parts of the world to attend this course, and this response reflects the keen interest in the Organization and the work we have advanced in the field of conflict resolution and peace building.  
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This year’s Peace Week will also be marked by the launch of a special publication.  “The OAS:  Peace, Democracy and Conflict Resolution,” will present the recent achievements of the OAS in strengthening democracy, peace building, and conflict resolution.  Copies of this publication will be available to those attending the keynote conference on September 21.

Another very important activity scheduled during Peace Week is the inauguration of the OAS Virtual Library of Peace Initiatives, a unique and comprehensive online resource developed in collaboration with the Columbus Memorial Library (CML) that spans over two centuries of initiatives aimed at hemispheric integration and peace.  Each landmark moment in this regional quest for peace is highlighted with the pertinent speeches, agreements, treaties, historic photographs, and news clippings, among other relevant documents.  The OAS Virtual Library of Peace Initiatives will be available on the Peace Fund’s Web site.

The last activity is the Chalk4Peace Initiative, a global chalk art project that turns pavements into a blank canvas on which young artists of all ages can create messages and images that materialize their visions of peace.  Founded in 2003 by John Aaron, a longtime artist, educator, and events coordinator, in Arlington, Virginia, Chalk4Peace started as a Sunday sidewalk project for children.   It has since spread to four continents, becoming a global event to promote peace through art.  The OAS Peace Fund has collaborated with Chalk4Peace since 2006 and is once again joining this initiative to celebrate OAS Peace Week.  Chalk4Peace 2010 will take place on the front steps of the OAS Main Building on Saturday, September 25.

Madam Chair, I wanted to bring the many activities scheduled for Peace Week 2010 to the Council’s attention.  You will receive a full schedule of all of these activities shortly from the Secretariat for Political Affairs.  

Thank you very much. 
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