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“Preliminary considerations on the implementation of General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2555 (XL-O/10), “Promotion and strengthening of Democracy: Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter”

Thank you Mr. Chairman:

I am honored to take the floor on behalf of the countries that comprise the Central American Integration System, to address Agenda Item Number One relative to the implementation of the resolution entitled “Promotion and strengthening of Democracy: Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter.”  

I wish, first of all, to thank the Coordinator of the ALADI Group for their comprehensive presentation and proposal on how to proceed with the implementation of the said resolution.  It is clear that ALADI has given much thought to the issue at hand, and this is reflected in their proposal.

Mr. Chairman, after considerable discussion and analysis within our sub-regional group, the countries of SICA have agreed on a joint position grounded on the following four elements:

1.
Taking into consideration that Operative Paragraph fourteen of the resolution being addressed states “To instruct the Permanent Council to organize and carry-out a dialogue on the effectiveness of the implementation of the Inter-American Democratic Charter and to submit the results and/or progress of the same during 2011, to commemorate the 10th anniversary of its adoption,” the delegations of SICA consider that the resolution is calling for a focus on the “effectiveness of the implementation” of the Charter.  As such, our group posits that the most practical way to initiate such a dialogue would be to request the Secretary General to prepare a document, a non-paper if you will, detailing those instances in which the Inter-American Democratic Charter has been implemented.  This paper should also include a narrative on whether or not, in the views of the General Secretariat, there have existed any obstacles or issues that have had a bearing, positive or otherwise, on the effective implementation of the Charter.  This paper would then serve as the basis to initiative the dialogue, and it would focus precisely on those cases in which the Charter has been applied.

2.
The second component of the SICA position is the proposal that the Permanent Council should utilize the mechanism of informal / private meetings to advance the discussions, and that Regular or Extraordinary meetings of the Permanent Council to deal with this resolution should be convened only after the discussion has matured to the point where public meetings are advisable.  This would have the double benefit of providing a suitable environment for a wide ranging, deep discussion on sensitive issues, while possibly helping to diminish the costs that would normally be associated with several extraordinary meetings of the Council.

3.
Third, the countries of SICA are of the view that under no circumstances would they support any move to amend the Inter-American Democratic Charter, nor should any kind of discussions or analysis be seen as tending in this direction.  The purpose of the exercise is not the revision or amendment of the said Charter.
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4.
Finally, it is clear to everyone who has had occasion to use or to invoke the Inter-American Democratic Charter, that its implementation has been skewed in favor of Charter IV entitled “Strengthening and Preservation of Democratic Institutions,” which includes Articles 17 – 22.  The other parts of the Charter, which are equally as important, have been seldom invoked.  It is the view of SICA that after the Permanent Council has analyzed the instances in which the Charter has been implemented and has made a determination on whether or not such implementation was effective and why, that we should then move to consider those Chapters that have not been implemented and engage in a discussion on how to effectively implement them.  Therefore, we would end up analyzing the entire Inter-American Democratic Charter as part of this undertaking, while focusing on the effectiveness of its implementation, which clearly was the central mandate in the Resolution which we are considering.

Thank you Mr. Chairman.
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