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Honorable Prime Minister Kamla Persad Bissessar and Foreign Minister Dr. the Hon. Dr Surujrattan Rambachan, 

Chairman of the Permanent Council, H.E. Joaquín Alexander MAZA MARTELLI,
Assistant Secretary General Albert Ramdin,
Members of the Permanent Council,
It is a distinct honor and privilege for me to welcome the Prime Minister of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, the Hon. Kamala Persad Bissessar, and the other members of her Delegation to the House of the Americas on this your first visit in this capacity. I am delighted that you took time from your busy schedule to be with us today and I want to assure you that this house is as much yours as any other member state’s.

As is well known, Prime Minister Bissessar created history when she successfully led her People’s Partnership at the May 24, 2010 general elections in Trinidad and Tobago and a few days later was sworn in as the country’s first female Prime Minister. 

Prime Minister Persad-Bissessar is at one and the same time a symbol of change. Indeed, she campaigned on a platform that promised change and ever since she was elected, she has shown herself to be committed to effecting change, most especially in the area of governance.

The People’s Partnership Government, which Mrs. Persad- Bissessar leads, is working towards greater transparency and accountability based on a process of continuous consultations with the people and participation by the people. We are witnessing a revisiting of the ideal of government for the people and by the people, which promises to lay firm foundations for more sustainable, lasting and meaningful development in small nations, such as Trinidad and Tobago. This is consistent with the democratic ideals of the OAS, especially the Inter-American Democratic Charter, in which democracy is not solely about the regularity of good elections (of which Trinidad and Tobago can be proud) but also an obligation of democratically elected leaders to govern democratically and pursue good government practices.

In this respect, we also note Prime Minister Persad-Bissessar’s strong interest in gender affairs, education and young people. We applaud the establishment of the Children’s Life Fund set up to provide funding for life saving medical interventions for critically ill children.

In the area of foreign affairs, particularly regionalism, the Prime Minister is a product of the Caribbean – she was born in Trinidad and Tobago and studied in both Barbados and Jamaica, where she also worked. (I understand her son was born in Barbados.) 

Perhaps this is reflected in the new government’s focus on regional integration which has its roots in the People’s Partnership manifesto in which priority attention will be given to “multilateralism.”  This focus would be manifested, at the regional level, through CARICOM and, at the interregional level, through the Inter-American system. Further, we note that the government has committed itself to the implementation of foreign policy that will be guided by “the principles of good governance,” including transparency, accountability, participation and effective representation.

The hosting of the Fifth Summit of the Americas in Port of Spain in April 2009 was challenging for the government and people of Trinidad and Tobago. The mere fact that all 34 democratically-elected Heads of State and/or Government were present was one measure of success of this event. That all came signaled the leaders’ desire for an opportunity to dialogue among themselves. The Summit’s deliberations were frank but conducted in a cordial manner and we look forward to the continued implementation of the decisions contained in the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain as we move forward to the Sixth Summit in Colombia.
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We at the OAS look on with great interest and with true promise of doing all that we can to assist your government, Madame Prime Minister. For success in Trinidad and Tobago will redound to the benefit of the rest of the Caribbean and can provide a model for all the member states of the OAS.

Once again, welcome to the OAS.
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