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NOTE FROM THE PERMANENT MISSION OF NICARAGUA

TO THE SECRETARY GENERAL IN CONNECTION WITH THE 

NICARAGUA – COSTA RICA BORDER CONTROVERSY

AND THE MEETING OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL HELD ON NOVEMBER 12, 2010

Permanent Mission of Nicaragua to the Organization of American States

MPN-OEA-00129

Washington, D.C., November 15, 2010

His Excellency José Miguel Insulza

Secretary General of the Organization of American States 

Washington, D.C.

Excellency:

Under instructions from the Government of Reconciliation and National Unity of Nicaragua headed by President Daniel Ortega Saavedra, I am writing to inform Your Excellency of the following:

The Government of Nicaragua again expresses, as it has stated before, its political willingness to resolve, in a friendly fashion and through a bilateral dialogue free of preconditions, the border controversy raised by Costa Rica.

From the very onset, Nicaragua made it clear that the OAS does not have the jurisdiction to resolve controversies involving the demarcation of borders, and that it is the International Court of Justice in The Hague that has the competence and jurisdiction for doing so. 

Nicaragua continues to hold that the OAS should not have admitted for discussion, within the Permanent Council, a question of border demarcation that has already been settled in the Jerez–Cañas Treaty, in the Alexander and Cleveland Awards, and in the judgment of the International Court of Justice of July 2009. 

The meeting of the Permanent Council held on Friday, November 12, 2010, undermined the institutionality of the OAS, which acted beyond the constraints of its own Charter, rupturing the traditional method of consensus and imposing a clearly irregular vote whereby it adopted a resolution on a border issue for which it does not have competence and thus overstepped the powers, principles, and essential purposes for which it was created. That is unacceptable to the Government of Reconciliation and National Unity, and it rejects Permanent Council resolution 978 (1777/10). 

The actions of the OAS have endangered and have exhausted its ability to participate in a framework of neutrality for encouraging a bilateral dialogue between Nicaragua and Costa Rica with a view to their returning to the meetings of the Binational Committee and addressing their agenda of matters of mutual interest, which include demarcation, clarification, and cooperation in fighting drug trafficking and organized crime. Instead, it has done everything to destroy the possibility of establishing a condition-free dialogue in the controversy raised by Costa Rica, thereby contravening the nature and the principles of the Charter of the Organization of American States.

Nicaragua rejects all the political plans being hatched by some Member States of the Organization in an attempt to impose conditions on a sovereign state.

Nicaragua reiterates that it has not violated Costa Rica’s sovereignty, and that the Army and Police of Nicaragua have remained in our territory to fight drug traffickers and organized crime; and it is therefore inadmissible to make the binational dialogue conditional on the withdrawal of our armed forces from the Nicaraguan borderlands, since by doing so we would be leaving the gate open for international organized criminals to set up operations bases for their criminal activities. 

In the view of the Government of Nicaragua, the OAS is spent as a forum for discussing the controversy raised by Costa Rica. There is no reason to continue discussing this matter within the Organization of American States, much less to implement any action set out in the Permanent Council’s unacceptable resolution 978.

In consideration of the foregoing, Nicaragua has resolved to take this matter before the International Court of Justice in The Hague, which is the competent venue for settling the border controversy between Costa Rica and Nicaragua.
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I avail myself of this opportunity to convey to Your Excellency the renewed assurances of my highest consideration.

[signature]

Denis Ronaldo Moncada Colindres

Ambassador

Permanent Representative of Nicaragua
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