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NOTE FROM THE PERMANENT MISSION OF PARAGUAY

FORWARDING THE “ALADI PROPOSAL REGARDING THE CONVENING OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL WITH CIVIL SOCIETY REFERRED TO 
IN OPERATIVE PARAGRAPH 13 OF RESOLUTION AG/RES. 2555 (XL-O/10)”

Bicentenary of National Independence 1811 - 2011

PERMANENT MISSION OF PARAGUAY

TO THE 
ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
WASHINGTON, D.C.

No. – 11/MPP-OEA


The Permanent Mission of Paraguay to the Organization of American States (OAS) presents its compliments to the Honorable Chair of the Permanent Council of the Organization of American States and has the honor to refer to the attached Note No. 113, dated February 25, 2011, forwarding to the Chair the Non Paper entitled “ALADI Proposal regarding the Convening of the Special Meeting of the Permanent Council with Civil Society referred to in Operative Paragraph 13 of Resolution AG/RES. 2555 (XL-O/10).”


The Permanent Mission requests that the aforementioned document be circulated to the other regional groups for initial consideration during the informal conversation convened by the Chair of the Permanent Council for Thursday, March 3, 2011, at 3:30 p.m., in the Dr. José Gustavo Guerrero Room, in the OAS Main Building.


The Permanent Mission of Paraguay to the Organization of American States (OAS) avails itself of this opportunity to convey to the Honorable Chair of the Permanent Council of the Organization of American States (OAS) renewed assurances of its highest consideration.

Washington, D.C., February 25, 2011

Honorable Chair of the Permanent Council
Organization of American States
Washington, D.C., United States
NON PAPER

ALADI Proposal regarding the Convening

of the Special Meeting of the Permanent Council with Civil Society

referred to in Operative Paragraph 13 of Resolution AG/RES. 2555 (XL-O/10)


Operative paragraph 13 of resolution AG/RES. 2555 (XL-O/10), “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy:  Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter,” instructs the Permanent Council to convene a special meeting with broad participation by all sectors of society, including civil society organizations, under the “Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” to examine the contribution of these organizations to strengthening a democratic culture in the Hemisphere, pursuant to Article 26 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, as well as the themes, outcomes, and recommendations of the meetings held at the OAS in March 2008 under the theme “Partnering with civil society.”


Article 26 of the IADC establishes that the OAS will continue to carry out programs and activities designed to promote democratic principles and practices and strengthen a democratic culture in the Hemisphere….  The OAS will consult and cooperate on an ongoing basis with member states and take into account the contributions of civil society organizations working in those fields.

Within that context, the ALADI Group proposes that said special meeting be held and that the following procedures be followed.

Procedural arrangements
The OAS Secretariat will prepare as soon as possible a summary of the programs and activities it has carried out pursuant to Article 26 of the IADC.

Civil society organizations could, if they so wish, hold a preparatory meeting, preferably outside OAS headquarters, to analyze the OAS Secretariat’s summary, discuss their contributions, and agree on conclusions and recommendations to present at the special meeting of the Permanent Council.  That preparatory meeting could take place in April together with the activities that the OAS has planned to carry out with the CSOs.

During the special meeting, the Permanent Council will examine the contributions by those organizations to the strengthening of a democratic culture in the Hemisphere, pursuant to Article 26 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter.  The meeting should take place prior to the tenth anniversary of the IADC.
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