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Madame Chair;

Mr. Secretary General;

Mr. Assistant Secretary General;

Distinguished Permanent Representatives;

Excellencies;

Delegates;

Ladies and Gentlemen:

It is an honor for me to join you today at this esteemed Permanent Council of the Organization of American States.  For more than six decades these halls have witnessed the birth and nurturing of the noble ideal of hemispheric integration for the advancement of all the peoples of the Americas. 

Indeed, when Grenada assumed its independence in 1973, the OAS was one of the first international organizations in which we sought membership. The Government of Grenada, led by Prime Minister Tillman Thomas, remains true to the conviction that led us to join the OAS 36 years ago –the conviction that the interests of our individual countries and the aspirations of our citizens are best served by a hemisphere united in its determination to pursue a common agenda of socio-economic development, security, democracy and human rights.

The importance of this collective mission of the Organization of American States, unanimously adopted by all of our countries, cannot be overstated. 

This hemispheric mission finds reflection in sub-regional arrangements, which serve in their own right to seek the common good of their respective constituents. The Caribbean Community of Nations, better known by its acronym, CARICOM, is one such arrangement which harnesses our region’s expertise, capacity and resources, and fashions them into mechanisms that deliver on a shared vision of self-determination, development, security and prosperity for all. 

Grenada is convinced that CARICOM and the OAS must continue as strategies for regional integration. As members of both CARICOM and OAS, we must all remain resolute in ensuring that these institutions remain faithful to their founding objectives; continue their endeavors to seek the collective good of all the citizens of this Hemisphere; and evolve into even more efficient and effective mechanisms for regional unity and development.

Only three weeks ago, Grenada was honored to host a meeting of the CARICOM Heads of Government. Grenada’s Prime Minister, who currently chairs CARICOM, recalled the somber reality of the financial crisis which has impacted all our countries and the world in the past few years. In that context, the Honorable Prime Minister made the point that a renewed commitment to regional integration is key to modernization and transformation if we are to successfully rebound from that crisis and develop even more resilient economies. 

It is that message of renewal and relevance which I would like to underscore today. We must remain true to the ideals on which this Organization is founded, even in the face of new international realities and regional challenges that inevitably demand a response from us.  We must rise to the challenges and forge innovative responses that are effective in continuing to deliver our Charter objectives.  We must reassert the truth that socio-economic development is essential for our peoples, our nations and our Hemisphere to achieve those objectives. We must recommit to the cooperation of which our Charter so nobly speaks. And we must do all this while remaining faithful to the principles of sovereignty, the rule of law and respect for human rights. 

Today, I wish to renew to you, our sister States of the Americas, the pledge of my Government to continue working in close partnership with each of your countries within this Organization to build on our accomplishments, renew our commitments and reinvigorate our efforts. We look forward to engaging in constructive dialogue that aims to enhance our implementation procedures, maximize resources and strengthen this institution. 

Indeed, as this Organization prepares for two major multilateral processes that are important for hemisphere-wide policy-making, direction and implementation, Grenada believes that we have an invaluable opportunity and an unavoidable responsibility to ensure that the delivery of benefits to our citizens is our primary focus and objective. 

Madame Chair, these two processes with hemispheric impact are of course the OAS General Assembly to be held this June in El Salvador, and the Sixth Summit of the Americas slated for early next year in Colombia.  

My country welcomes the theme chosen by the Government of El Salvador for the 41st General Assembly session. Within our region and indeed throughout the hemisphere, confronting the issue of Citizen Security is a priority for all of our countries. We believe that Citizen Security is a pre-requisite for national development and thriving democracies. The impact of Citizen Security is seen most readily at the national level, but we should all be mindful of its inescapable cross-border implications and consequences. Our sister nation of El Salvador has brought this topic to the fore and we congratulate them for selecting an issue of such fundamental import to our countries, region and Organization. 

Grenada looks forward to helping to advance the General Assembly preparations and to playing an active role as my country assumes the chairmanship of the Permanent Council in the coming weeks.  We are confident that this preparatory process and deliberations on the draft declaration put forward by El Salvador will lead to a stronger engagement on our common goal of Citizen Security and we reiterate our support to this end. 

Madame Chair, in similar vein, my Government is pleased by the expressed intention of Colombia as the host of the Sixth Summit of the Americas to work with all Member States on a clearly focused Declaration with conclusions that are results-oriented and achievable.  We renew our support to our sister state of Colombia in this endeavor and look forward to participating fully in the preparatory process.

Madame Chair, Delegates: I take this opportunity to reassure you that Grenada is determined to remain an active and reliable partner within this Organization. Conscious of that undertaking, we are pleased to serve and collaborate wherever possible.  Indeed, we have been honored by this membership through several demonstrations of your confidence in our capacity to do so, especially in the past 2 years.  One of those roles, which we have played for one year, is that of Vice-Chair of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism. We humbly accepted our election to that position last March and have been truly pleased to serve under the chairmanship of our sister CARICOM state, the Commonwealth of The Bahamas.  I must say to you all that we are truly appreciative of the support and solidarity shown to Grenada by all of the Members of this Organization as we sought to fulfill our obligations as Vice-Chair. As you all know, tomorrow that Committee will hold its annual meeting in these very hallowed halls where we will renew with one emphatic voice our commitment to strengthen our cooperation and capacity to fight the scourge of terrorism in all its manifestations.  Madame Chair, it is no small feat to battle a clandestine enemy, but we are assured by the resolve and tenacity of the nations of this Hemisphere that we will certainly succeed in doing so. 

Madame Chair, I am proud to address this body at a time when my country, Grenada, one of the smallest Member States of this Organization, is making significant strides in bolstering its financial, security and constitutional frameworks, so that we might develop a more competitive economy, guarantee continued social stability, and preserve our natural environment.  

We believe that the work done by the Organization of American States in the areas of trade, tourism and multidimensional security, as well as in sustainable and integral development, is key to achieving those objectives and to building capacities in Grenada and in all our countries.   

We cannot overstate, Madame Chair, the imperative of a sound economic and social foundation. This is the absolute requirement for a stable and sustainable nation, region and hemisphere. This is the only basis which permits the realization of all the other goals of this Organization. Grenada is therefore keen to collaborate with our sister Member States and the General Secretariat on refocusing our efforts and resources on the development agenda of this Organization so that it may not only respond to current and forecasted needs, but also position our peoples, countries and our region to better withstand any event that might impact our well-being.  

The constant challenge of natural disasters is one such looming challenge for all our countries. Another very present challenge is the financial crisis which spun out of control the world over these past few years and from which we are all still struggling to rebound. Such adversity and difficult realities should make us even more determined to ensure that we make of this Organization an entity whose policies and programs over time provide a platform for sustainable and resilient responses by our governments, and lessens the impact of dramatic shifts on our citizens. 

We wish to thank the Secretary General and the entire Secretariat for their tireless efforts to support us all and to faithfully execute the many mandates placed before them.

Notwithstanding our own challenges, Grenada is committed to the well-being of our sister nations in this Organization and across the globe. We add our voice in solidarity and deepest empathy with the people of Japan and the United States who have suffered unspeakable horrors and loss from the recent earthquake and tsunami.  We continue to empathize with all of our sister nations which suffered from devastating natural disasters in 2010 and are still grappling with the resultant national and personal tragedy.

In closing, Madame Chair, I wish to thank you for so kindly convening this special meeting and I express my appreciation to you, distinguished delegates, for your presence and attention.
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