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Good morning to all, thank you very much Mr. Chairman.  Madam Michaélle Jean, welcome!

Distinguished permanent representatives and distinguished permanent observers, ladies and gentlemen:


Once again, we have the opportunity, thanks to the invitation by the Permanent Mission of Canada, to receive a special guest who puts Haiti high on the agenda of the OAS.


We not only welcome Madam Michaélle Jean to the OAS but we thank her for her inspiring, very passionate and comprehensive analysis of the history of Haiti and its relationship to recent  developments in the country.  We have been guided by this presentation, and we thank you Mme Jean for sharing your thoughts and ideas.


Haiti, the Haitian people and UNESCO in particular, in my view, could not have a more  dedicated, passionate advocate for change in the face of current realities, than Mme Jean.


Therefore Mme Jean, we stand ready to work with UNESCO and see how we can collaborate and strengthen our efforts on the ground in Haiti with your representatives, especially in the area of education and children.  

The Organization of American States and Haiti have a long-standing relationship.  Many of us know that Haiti was the only CARICOM nation that was a founding member of this organization in 1948; it brings a certain symbolism to this organization and to the Caribbean Community.


We have spoken and we have heard about Haiti on the agenda of the OAS, and I can assure you that, from the General Secretariat’s perspective, we have kept Haiti high on the agenda, and it will remain high on the agenda as long as it is necessary.  At the same time, we want to share with you that our perspective with regard to Haiti may be a different one from many years ago.  It is a perspective that not only focuses on the challenges and the problems, but it focuses also on the richness, creativity and the strength which exist in Haiti—the opportunities that Haiti has.   


At the next meeting of the Group of Friends––and member states know that we do have a Haiti Task Force which coordinates within the OAS and the General Secretariat, activities related to Haiti as well as a political consultative body, the Haiti Group of Friends––at the next meeting, we will report on my recent visit just last week Thursday and Friday and the outcome of some of the discussions with President Michel Martelly and other representatives of the Haitian society.


We have heard today many member states express support for Haiti and I look forward to  concrete contributions in that regard at the Haiti Group of Friends the next time we meet.


Let me briefly take this opportunity to say in which areas the OAS will continue its support and assistance to Haiti:  

First, our intention is to continue supporting the strengthening and deepening of democracy and governance.  The political accompaniment will continue through high-level visits and through specific technical assistance to the electoral system and that process.  That is the first one.  We will continue, with the support of Canada, the civil registry project, which has allowed 85 percent of the Haitian population to receive a national ID card.  Eighty-five percent represents 4.8 million Haitian citizens, and we will continue this project even beyond the group of 18 years and above.  Already four pilot projects have been started in hospitals in Port-au-Prince registering newborns and those up to two years old.  The group from two years up to 18 years of age will require specific attention from the Haitian authorities, and it will require amendment of the legislation to make it easier for them to receive an identity document.   

Before the end of the year, we are hoping that the pilot project will be extended to other cities.  That is on the civil registry, and I thank Canada again, CIDA, for the financial support. Indeed we continue to look forward to more financial support, not only from Canada but from other countries as well.


Almost logically following the civil registry is the project on cadastre.  We will work with every country, every organization to present this as a Haitian project under the Haitian leadership.  

Then, something else that Madam Jean clearly stated, very strongly, is capacity building.  In this regard the OAS launched last week Thursday an emergency scholarship program for Haiti, and I want to tell you a little bit more about that.  

Through this special program, Haitian citizens residing in Haiti will have the opportunity, through distance education, to pursue online master’s degrees in various programs, including international development management and health systems administration.  Approximately 61 Haitian professionals will have that opportunity in the coming three years.  Approximately 50 Haitian citizens are set to benefit from professional development certificate programs in the areas such as emergency management, entrepreneurship, criminology, community policing, and health-related matters, such as epidemiology.  Approximately 200 teachers will benefit from teacher training programs through distance education over the next three years.  This program is just a start; it will be expanded in the coming years with the assistance of OAS member states.


I want to thank, in this regard, the University Laval as well as the École Supérieure d’Infotronique d’Haïti for hosting and collaborating on this project.  

Beyond that, we have two other specific projects with regard to capacity building.  One is the youth at risk program, computers for schools, whereby youth at risk are being taught computer and other skills. Also, there is a new project, after-school distance education programs, which we hope to launch very soon. It basically means that Haitian students will have the opportunity to complete their homework through distance education and receive assistance.  The benefit here is that they will have support in terms of their performance in school.


Having said all of this––and I will be much more detailed when I speak to the Group of Friends next week––future discussions on development assistance to Haiti requires, as Madam Jean stated, a new paradigm, a new focus, a new way of looking at it.  I believe that the meeting on September 19, hosted by Haiti and the U.S. Government, in New York, will give us an opportunity to reiterate some of the critical perspectives which have been shared here today.

One thing that we want to make clear––and this is how we have operated in the OAS, Madam Jean––it is critical to recognize and effectively demonstrate Haitian leadership in everything we do in Haiti.  Secondly, to have Haitian ownership in the projects we help execute, Haitian decision-making is critical and will be respected.  These are elements we agreed to in Montreal in March 2009. I believe that these must continue to be guiding principles for us.  I must also reiterate here that there is need for much more effective cooperation within the international community on development assistance. 


In discussions with President Martelly last week, he agreed that having a Prime Minister and complete government in place will make it easier to ensure there is an inclusive approach when it comes to coordinating projects with the international community, Haiti’s own private sector, civil society, academia, and others. We look forward to supporting future initiatives of President Martelly.


In conclusion, I believe the recent visit by Mme Jean to Haiti, along with visits by others like former US President Bill Clinton, World Bank Vice President Pamela Cox and even my own visit demonstrates the commitment by the international community to Haiti. It also demonstrates the willingness, I hope, by all of us to collaborate and coordinate action. 


So, in that spirit, and having listened to all member states here, I believe the best way to express this kind of solidarity, unity, and commitment to Haiti is by just saying, in whatever we do with regard to Haiti:  I am also Haitian.  

Thank you very much.

[Applause.]
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